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liungarian centres. Looking to the fact tlîat soine of the journals write
above ail of the necessity to Austria of peace, and others cali at times for
instant war with Russia should she place a single soldier in Bulgaria,
whÎle ail are equally supposed to eîîjoy officiai inspiration, it is useless to
trY to gather the policy of the Austrian Empire from the journals of its
two capitals.

The difficulty of the situation is very largely explained wlien we
remeuiber tbat Austria and Hungary do not in reality agree, and tlîat
neither of thein clearly sees lier way. Hungary, partly from old traditions,
partly frein the mnemories of 48-9, partly from lier exposed situation in

therefore warîike. Austria is anti-Russian, tee, but witli a distinct peace

Ilote, and with a certain desire te pateli up reatters of dispute, and to inake
ties of friendship, whiclî, if they will net Iast for ever, at ail events, will last
goule tuine. Ther, is always a deubt which cf the two policies is te prevail.Austro-Hungary needs quiet;- first and above ail because cf the state
of lier finances,' and in the next place because she is îîot in a iinilitary senise
equal te the strain of a war with Ilussia. Unfortunately for lier, she is
besides in a doîuestic situation whichi further eniforceýs the necessity of
peace. The mixture of races and reliý'iens which mark lier internai con-
stitution, enori-ously increases the difficulties cf civil governmient, and yet
they are securities against tlic dewnriglit rapacity cf two cf hier niest power-
fuil neighbours. Germiany cannot wish te deprive Austria cf the Arch-
duchy of Austria or the Duchies cf Styria, Carinthia, or Salzburg, or cf
North Tyrol, where there are altegether between four andi live millions cf
Qermans, on account of the violent Slav feeling' prevailing in Moravia and
Bohemia, which separate Germnan-Austria freini Gerniiany. Prince Bis-
mnarck knows perfectly that this Slavisiu would becomie Russianism if they
Were annexed te Germany. Itussia, tee, xvhichi iit easily swallow
Eastern Galicia, part of Bukowiiia, anid possibly the Catlîolic Polish Slavs
and the Jews of Western G'allicia, could net digest the Magyars cf the
R1ungarian plain, nor even tlîe Rouinans and the ýSaxons cf Tritnisylvaiiia.

The reverse cf the medal is, that this mixture cf races and religions
1Which in one sense secures the continued existence cf a soniething, which
8hahl be caîîed Austria, inakes that Austria full cf discordanît elÏeine(nts,
"'Ilich have different sets of powerfui friends outside bier territory te whoîn
theY turn for advice, and with whemn they continually intrigue.

The result is tîmat Austro-flungary is, cf ail ceunltries ii the world, by
far the mest difficuit te govern, amid tiîat as a necessity cf lier conditionî Rhe
'flust, beforé ail things, long for peace. The Germian aîîd Italian alliance
las fer Austria not a matter of choice but absolute necessity, and however
little direct advantage she may appear te gain froin it, it inay be coniteently
asslerted that that alliance will continue. Thiî more doubtf ul point is, given
the fact that Germany, menaced on the one flan k by Russia and on the
Other by France, is now only streiig enough te hold lier own, how far Aus-
tria wiîî go in the direction cf conicession te Russia rather than draw the
'Word. An Italian alliance unay be cf great value to Austria, but an
PBf1lgih alliance, spoken of some months age, weuld be regarded by Austrian
8tatesftien as of less instant value than a Roumnanian alliance. The power
0f the former country at sea would be absolutely useless te save Austria
fri the immediate consequences of war, and lier power on land would be
uieflexistent te meet a Russian advance ; wile Reuiiiania cau place
1501000 men in line who are admîirably officered and trained, and have the
8'liditY of 0-erman troops. It is te lie feared that tiîue will show that
tiiose Who believe that Austria can hoid lier ewn against Russia are as
Wreng as those whe hold, upon the otiier band, that Russia is invulnerabie
tO Great Britain in a single-lianded war. No skilled uniilitary observer
Ventures niow te assert that the arnïy cf the Dual Monarchy is superior te
that ef Russia man for man. The Austrians do net now pessess the advan-
tO.ge cf liaving great generais wluo cemiaud the confidence of officers and
'611, and in spite ef the rapidity with wbich tliey have been spending
ineY lately tiiere have net taken-ail the precautions they slîould, consider

iflg the length ef frontier tliey require te protect. Far from underrating
thle xilitary strength cf Austro-llungary, it is net rated low eneuîgh, for it
811RIers frein a paralysis in military matters caused by divided mile. There
'8 a joint War Minister for the Dual Monarcby, but separate Austrian and
Ilungarian Ministers of Defence.

It is net cf much use te discuss wvlat may be calied the great possibili-
t'es cf Austria as loHir cf Turkey," IlPretecter cf Greece," friend of
8ervia and Roumnania, president cf tlie Balkan Confederation. Austria is
iattirally slow te move, and under bier many difficulties lias beceme censti-
tuLtienally tireid. The eutleok for bier, therefore, is far from promising.
'he will de ail she can te avoid war with Russia, but if suie avoids it she
Will be greatly humbled in the process. If. shie figlts she will net only be
huiihied but will lose lier territory. Germany cannot save lier because cf
Prance. Italy, which couid save Vienna, wouid have te bu given South Tyrol
as far as the language boundary, and nothin g would exceed the pain te the
traperor, lis ceurt, and maay patrietic Austrians, cf being saved by Italy.

l'aIt is impessible fer anycue, except an Austro-Rungarian statesman, te
reigîe the difficuities of governing the Dual Mnnarcby. The commen

army and tlie common navy are really controlled by the Delegations. The
belegations consist cf 120 members, sixty cf whem are chosen by the Aus-
trialu Parliament and sixty by the Hungarian Parliament, which is thus
v8.stlY ever-represented.

The mixture cf races which characterises the internai constitution cf
'4&u8treH-ungary is most prejudiciai te the unity cf the empire ; ail States
are Peepled by what may be called mixtures. Juat as the Frencli, aithougli
9, curions mixture, are a mixture that lias been well mixed, se the people cf
ý,U8troHungary are a mixture badly mixed. Indeed.the dualism cf the
'liOuarchy is very nearly dead, and if Austria is te exist at ahl slie must
IraPidly beceme tripartite, and ultimately resolve herself into a semewhat
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loose confederation. The danger, tee, froin Scciaiim is greater and more
preseîît in this empire than in any other. Lt is a curions fact that whilst
ahl Europe lias been occupied with Russian Nihulisin, thougli the number
cf active Nihilists in that country is snîall, Secialisin lias been making
extraordinary progress in England and Austria as weil as the German
Enmpire. 0f ail the great European cities it is in Vieîuna that the Socialiste
are strongest at the presunt day.

Witlî regard te the Balkan Confederation, if we examine into tue con-
ditions cf the four smaller Powers, Renunania, Servia, Bulgaria, and Greece,
whiat do we flnd 1 Taking one by one, and looking flrst at Rouniania, we
find tlîat the position cf the King and Governinent of Rouiunania is one cf
refusaI cf a regular alliance with Austro-Hungary, dictated by the natural
resentmient wiîich is feit at thie emamner in whiciî Roumania lias been treated
by the Dluai Monarcliy iii the past, whîen she opposed nmest fccîishly the
foriner's D)anube policy, wIiich, in lber ewn interest, she should bave sup-
perted. Nearly one-Imaîf cf the Pleuimain race inimabit the Austrian Empire,
and the lloumnmiaîîs wouid umake great sacrifices te unite their ancient
people under one single ride. Whether they are-, as tlîey assert, the actual
descendants cf the Iloman legiomiaries, or are Sîavs wiîo have beeni partly
Rornanised, they are certainly separated frein their neigbbours by language
and by race, or faîmcied race, andjare couinected with them only in that religion
whici cornes te tîei froui abroad iii Siav forun. Ise]ated as they are,
cutting as thcy de thec Slavonîie world in haîf, the Reunians need te be

teugli race, andi tliey are a tougli race ; in toughîuîess and perinanency cf
national chîaracteristics tlîey are equai even te tbe Gypsies or the Jews.
Tihe King cf Iiouinauia is every incu a king, and ne more able and accein-
plisliedl severeigns sit upi)Of tijeir thîrenes tiîan King Charles and the
reinai'kable writer, Carniieli Sylvia, wliose poeins, nevels, and maxime go
the round cf the literary worid, ani who is lus quoen.

A very different peepie are the Servians, next door, wiîo are tlie samne
race as the Croats of I{ungyariani Croatia, thougli belonging to the Eastern
inistead of the Roman Cimurcli. 1)reauns or inemories cf Great Servia led
thein te attack tue Bulgariamîs, as we knew, and led te a defeat, which
was ail the moue pleasimig te timose wiîo dislike aggression un that, owing
te the better organisation of the Servians, it was unexpected. The Servians
claini a large portion cf Macedoniia in tlueir Great Servia ; and parts cf it,
indeed, are looked fer by the Buigarians, wbiiu othiers are included by the
(freeks in thueir Greater (ireece. TIhe king cf Servia is suppesed te lie the
tool cf Austria, anti is kiuowuî te île disliked in Russia. King Milan is
unpcpuiar in bis cwn contry, and seener or later wiIl probably bu dis-
piaced by Prince Nicluelas cf Monitenegro, or by the latter's son-in law, wbo
us, Iîowever, a feehîle youtiî ; lie and lus Iqueen are aise cordiaily detested
by tlic Kirg of R-touîiauia, wvhicli is one of the severad insuperable diffi-
culties in the way of a Balkani confederatiomi. Tliey are inereiy what
unay bu styled third class severeigns, bîut unfortuuîately for theni the
king's unother and the qimeen hierseif were both originally connected with
Roumanua, and with Ronînanian opposition. The Buigarians are
tue Japanesu cf Europe-pleasant, ceurteous te strangers, ail apparently
young like the Japariese statesmen, prudent, and full of ideas.
The English-speaking men of their national cellege inspire every confidence.
The King cf Servia recently expresseti te the representatives cf Bulgaria
bis desire fer a personal unîion, which only shows hiew blind lie must lie te
the signs of the timies. To place King Milan cri the thronie cf Bulgaria,
and te make him Governor of Eastern Roumnelia, would bu impossible with-
eut a general wmîr, and if they are te have a general war the Bulgarians
would prefer seine one muore popular thuan king Milan.

Greece, like Rouniauiia, bas thîis ueinarkable advantage over Servia and
I3ulgaria, that xvhiiie the former is provided with an uuîpopular ruier, and.
the latter bas a monarchie constitution but cannet fiuîd a king, Greece and
Roumania have kings cf real abiity, and charuning queuns, Net that the
Kin- cf Greece is popular in the sense in which the King cf Roumania is
popular. Greece is, perhîaps, tee intensely democratic for any sovereîgn te
lie personally liked in Athens ; but that lie is able there can bu no doulit.
Lord Beaconsfieid onîce said cf hun " lHe will bu a renîarkably clever
fellow who can teadli anytbing te that young man." The Greeks have one
great difficulty in Aibania. The Aibanians are a suparate people, witli a
language unhike any other, and they have a strong sentiment cf nation-
aiity. Greece should likewise bu a maritime power, which it is not; fer
the Greek islands wbich mask the Dardanelles produce 50,000 of the best
sailors in the world-certainly cf the best sailors in the Mediterranean-
it is botli progressive and acquisitive, and bias wonderfuliy deveioped since
the picture Thackeray gave cf Athens in 1844.

If the Austriane would adopt a policy cf friendlinese and consideration
towarls the Greeks, the Roumanians, and the Servians ; if they would
abandon the idea cf advancing, uuîder any circumstances towards Salonica;
if they would strengthen the internai condition of the Dual Mon-
archy by converting it into a loose confederation, with equal righte con-
ferred on Bohemnia, Croatia, and Polish Galicia, whule holding fast te the
Italian alliance, te bie paid for, wlien the time arrives, by the Southemn
Tyrol-if tliey did timis they would bu able te maintain themselves as a
Great Power, Whie Balkan confederation is out cf the question, Balkan
alliance is possible, and will ofler the advantage cf helping te prolong
Austria's existence.

The division of the Balkan Penineula between Austria and Ruesia
weuîd only make the downfall cf the fermer more certain. For Austria
te advance upon Salonica would bu fer hem te embark in the moet irritating
kind cf warfare with the wbole people cf Macedonia, Great Servia, and
Bulgaria ; anid if ehe accomplished lier end, she could net unaintain lier-
self in Macedonia oe day longer than Russia chose te allow. The ulti-
mate result would only be lier downfall and the establishiment cf Russia
upen the Adriatie.

ýtàx l2th, 1887.1


