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Labor Wotes,

Owing to the reduction of wages from
£3 50 to 83, the ship carpenters of Philadel-
phia and Camden sarc on strike.

The mon employed at the Manimoth
Copperopolis Mine, Utah, have taken pos-
gession of the mine and mean to keep it
until they get the three months’ wages due
them,

~ Tur Posr Orm £ EMeLOTEES,—Petitions
from Liverpool have been presanted to the
Postmaster-General asking that their pre-
. sent -scale of pay may be advanced, and
that Sunday labor may boe abolished. The
posial employees of Ossett have also pre-
. sented a petition against Snndny work.

There was a great meeting of ironworkers
in Wolverhampton -on Wednesday, upon
the propoged new arrangements for settling

“wages. The meeting approved by resolu-
tion the action of their representadives at
the meeting of mastors and men in Birming-

" ham, but-as to the scale of wages to come
into opemtmn i Apuil, difticulties exist
which masters and wen will not tind it very
easy to adjust, and mase mcetings wnl] have
to be hield.

Tue Notvivaiaym Lace Trave.—The
strile in the lace trade, by which 1,000 men
and several thousand wonien and children
are oub ot work, has reached ihe twenty-
second week.
been the result, the men hold firm, notwith-
standing that the masters have threatened
to lock out all tho men who are at worl.
and supporring those on strike.

The ironmasters and colliery pmpmetors
of South Whales and Momuouthshire have
fovmed themselves into a trade umion, the

" object of which is stated to be “*to unite
the employers into a Body soas to maintain
the proper - intercsts of capital against any
anfair demand or unjust action on the part
of the united body of workmen.” Among
the provisions in the deed of association is
oite *‘regulating the action of the émployers
in their contract arrangements with the
workamen throughout t.he district.

The Trades’ Congn,ss which isto be held
:at Sheflield next month, is expectod to be
amore than asually important. Delegates
will be present from the now International
‘league. This is » league representing the
‘Trades’ unions of the continent, and is not
to be confounded with the political organiza-
tion of the same name. Delegates will also
be present from Parisand Geneva., The
subjects to be discussed by the Congress
have reference mainly to recent legislation,
such as the Master and Servants’ act and
the Criminal Law Amendment act.

The statement telegraphed to various
newspapers that the miners of Pennsylvaina
had resolved to submit to reduction rather
than reman idle longer is denied and re-

- pudiated by the miners. As already stated,

_the indications are that the miners will not
insist on an. advance over lust year's basis,
provided steady work be guaranteed them,

: but they are still firm in eaying that they
will stand out against a reduction.

Lasor PROTECTION LEAGUE.—A meeting
.of the executive council of the above league
was held on Friday, Jan. 2nd, at the Council
Ohambers, Swan Street, Minories, when
Mr. Morgan presided. Mr. C. Keen,
.secretary, road the currespondence, and
.announced. the receipt of £8 16s. 64. from
the Southampton branch towards the sirike
-of the Genoral Steam Navigation Company’s
men. The chairman anunounced that week
would ferminate the lock-out, as nearly all
. the men were ngain at work,

- AMALGAMATED ASS0C1ATION OF MINERS, —
"The quarterly conferance of the XNorth
Wales branch of the Amalgamated Associa-
- tion of Miners was held at Wrexham, on
Tuesday.  Sir Robert Cunlitte, M. P.,
-attended the meeting, and tuok part ina
* -discussion on vavious topics of intorest to
" miners, especially those relating to legasla-
\tmn He smid he did not Delieve they | .
© would ubtain the absolute repeal of the
*Criminal Law Amendment Act, but doubt-
“lers it would be amended. Several resolu-

~ tions weve pnesed.

A memorial to the same effect has been pre-
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Though much disiress has ‘Leatnington, on Monday, Dec. 29th,

‘per day. The employes, however, while

‘| which naturally cusued. They also applied

Indications

The effcet of the American tinancial crisis
has indeed spread far and wide, for evenin
Switzorland thoe workman engaged in the
greatest industry of “that country—watch
making, complain that there is but’little
employment for them in consequence of o
check on the export business to the United
States. The casc makers aud engravers are
particularly alack of work, and one of the
largest lims in Chaux-de-Fonds has been
compelled to discharge all its workmen. To
increase this trouble the price of provisions
is now so exorbitant that great anxiety is
folt on all sides.

A deputation from the Trades’ Guild of
Learning, waited on Tuesday afternoon on
a sub-committes of the London School
board, at the invitation of the School
Management cainmittoe, in order to urgo
upon the Board the adoption of rystematic
training in mechanics, &c., with the object
of adapting the scientific inetruction, pro-
videdor contemplated in the Board schovls,
to the futurc employments of -the children.

sented to the Board, and is now under their
congideration, in favor of the elementary
teaching of applied science and axt in the
scheols, ‘in such a manner as to lay
the .foundation of a connected system of
technical education.

The Executive Committec of the National
Agricultural Laborers’ Union met at
AMr.
Arch, the President, was, with three other
delegates, anpointed to confer with some
intluential Lerkshire landowneis, with a
view to arrive at & mutual understanding
as to gnestions respeeting agrienltural labor |+
in the comnty, The National Union con-
template the adgption of the’ co-opemtw
farming principle, and they on Monday
appointed & coinmiitee to examine a War-
wickshire farm of 300 acres, on which they
hope to try the co-operative system. It
was reported thatin various districtsfarners
threatencd a reduction of wages, which the
union ordered should be resisted.

Tye RoTHEREAM ParNrers.—Circulars
will shortly be issued to the master painters
of the Rotherham district—being part of a
general movement—from the workinan,
asking for an increase of one penny per
hour on the preseiit rate of wages, to take
effect on the 27th”of April next. The|'
apphcatlon is based upon two prineipal
facts, viz., the short time frequently worked
during the winter months, and the high
price of all the neccssaries of life. 1tis
contended by the painters that their trade
is very largely exceptional, and as full work
is generally impossible for several mnonths
of the year, justice and equi'y warrant the:n
in seeking higher wages when trade is brisk.
The mcvement is a‘general one throughout
the country..

At Zurich the werkmen engaged in the
bookbinding trade have stinck work, They
hed addréssed o memorial to their em-
ployers demanding fourpence an hour for
a day of ten hours, that is to say, 3s. 4d.

accepting’ the fourpence per hour as the
ordinary tariff, refused to limit the day’s
work to ten hours, but they ‘offered to com-
prowmise at ten and a half hours, To this
the workmou willingly, assented, and then
the employers, construing this readiness on
the part of the men to compromise ns u
sign’ of wenkness, revoked their former
decision, gnd refused to limit the day even
to ten and a balf hours. The employers’
socizty or union further decided to tine any
member of their society who should employ
any workmen who had joined the strike

to the “police to watch and arrest any man:
on strike found speaking to those few work-
men who had not-struck. Notwithstanding

these. severe medstres, three &nployers
have already yielded to their men’s terins, |
and appeals are made.for assistance for the'
remaining men on strike.

The Home Labor Market is hardly yet:
sufficiently olear from holiday-making and |
stock-taking to admit of a_ useful report. |
are, however, generally in
favor of ut least avernge employnient in

v,

most branches during the year now cntered
upon, and in those which supply the raw
materials to the great industries full actlnty
may be ‘expected. In tho cpal and jron-
stone..mining  distriots, if the prejudice
agaizst npw comers can bo got over, thero
will probably be plenty of work for many
hands, and even in Ireland the prospects
of minors nre beiter than for some time
past. In Cornwall, tha return of wmany
from Awerica has already vizibly affected
the Jocal labor market, aud men are not
nuw 8o searco as they were reported to be
some months since. In the textile branches
spinners and manafacturcts are for the
most part well under contract., At Birming-
ham the hardware trades aro, on the whole,
well engaged ; and at bl:etheld ‘though for
the present works arc slack, o permanent
depression s  expected, - - Agricnltural
lubgrers are still busy with the processes of
Migration and Ewmigration, and recent
official atrices show that Colonial Govern-
ments are likely to assist the spontancous
movement of the countxy workpeople.—
Labor News,

Tn Paris the greatest distress prevails
among the working classes, and some papers
state that there are as many as two hundred
thonsand men now out of employment in’
consequence of the depression of conimerce
and trade generally, We trust that this
ostimate is greatly exagserated but atill all
parties are agreed as to the listress which
is now unfortunately undeniable, At the
Iron works of Messrs Cail, we hear that no
less than 1,500 workmen have been dis-
charged, and the present stress on public
.charities far excceds their powers of relief.
As French workmen bt rarely emigrate,
and do not even migrate vary {requently,
the present crisis-is thus ifitensified. Tif]
defisnce, however, of these difficulties the
different and numevons Paris trade sacieties
have contivued to hold their customary
meetings ; have increased the extent of
their organizations and ¢nrolled many new
members. The reports to be drawn up by
the nen delegated to the Vienna Exhibition
are not yet all completed, but we hear overy
woek of the meeting of some trade to re-
ceive the report of the delegate they had
appointed to represent them at the last
great concourse of the world's ipdustry.
The workmen, however, who are employed
in the cnl'pet trade have mot heen so
successful in any of these matters, They
had some'two years ago a society of their
own, which met at Ne. 20 Rue Molicre, and
elected syndics to represent the intcrests
of this trade. But these latter were either
very badly supported or &id not understand
their busiuess and felt but little devotion
to the cause ; in all cases instend of uniting
all the members of ‘the trade together,
obtaining subscriptions from them and
creating a fund for the benefit-of the society,
they managed affeirs so badly that the
syndics were finally obliged to make good
their escape, as they could wnot pay the
landlord the £16 they owed for rent. 'This
disgraceful proceeding has, however, been
mitigated by the action of ten other socie-
ties, who have decided to pay all the (ebts
of the carpet workers’ union rather than
allow a society composed of fellow work-
men, though belonging to another trade, to
end its days in so ignominious a maaner.
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MiNERAL STATISTTCS~A summary of min-
eml statistics of the United Kingdow of Great
Britain and Ireland for 1573, has just been
published. Tlne total increase in the quantity
of cual carried by railways and canals, as com-
pared wi h that distributed ia 1871, was 4,-
300,000 tons. 'here were some important
coal-carryiug lnes, however, from which ne
returns has been received, and the actual csti-

mated incroase has heen placed at more than
. 3,000,000 tons. The consuwption of cual in
i the ivon manuiacture is computed, wpon the
m‘on mation furnished to the Loyal Coal Com-
' mission, at the vate of three tons of coal. wsed
for all purposes to each ton of )iy iron pro-
dueed. Tho total valne of cozl raised in the
! United Kinglom in-1875 wag £43,000,000 stor
“ling, while the mental produced run mincrald

[(+eorge the Third.
[ were. Premiers, Ellenborough, Lord €'hief Jus-

LABOR PORTRAITS.

“Men whe, in mlmncc of Jaw. and ln opp'mtnm\ to
prevadting opinion, have forced into aatione! recognitien
the hitherto disregarded rights of Jabor,”

/_—

MR. GEOI'GE ODGER.
LOXDON WOMNEN'S SUOEMAKFERS' SOCIETY.

The occupation of shoe-making, snd even of
shoe-mending, it has often been proved, has
produced many men who rose from the hum-
ble stall to intellectuil eminence. In thetime
of our own fathers, it was from swcha man
that the modern Tory party received the law.
which governed their tactics in the reign of
When Pitt and Tiverpool

tice, and Eldon, Chancellor, Wm. Gifford was
the oracle they consulted wtih docitity and
obeyed with deference. An orphan in Devon-
‘shive, he was apprenticed to a shoemalier, and
on taking to mathematics, warked out. lds tirst
problems on scrups of eole-leather witha
blunted awl. Such was the Leginningof the
man who became the friend of Pitt and associ-
ate of Canping, and who ended by becoming
firat editor of the Quaiterly Review. The chief
differences between this character and the
subjeat of the present notice are, that while
Gifford Taid down the awl to take up the pen,
Odger as easily became a politician without
even ceasing to he a shoemaker,

Mr. George Odger was born in the year 1820
in the village of Roubro), formerly called
Jump, Iying betwegn the towns of Plymouth,
and Tawvistock, in¢be county of Devon, His
father, Jobn tklger, wasa Cornish man anda
miner. The zarroundiags of the early days
of (Yeorge Gelger were not of the most plessing
duscription.  The clementary education. of
Gearge Qiger was limited to the rustic school
of his native place, and conaisted of its sine
plest matersals, The poor position of hispar
ents necessitated bis poing forth, at an caaly
age, to'hatele with the world iu the great tiekd
of physu:h toil ; consequently, as soon ag: be
was considered capable of bandling the awl
sud setting a stitch, he was duly enrotfed
under tire wide spread banner of St. Crispin.
He conunenced a course of stady and sclfenl-
tare, and he began to think and even occasion-
ly to write. George Odger quitted the local-
ity of his birth-place, and went forward tv
seek employment in town scenes among atzange
shoeninkers. He travelled north and sonth,
east aud west, and eventually came to Loadon,
where he joined 2 society for the protestion of
labourin his own trade.

¥rom that time George Odger has devoted
bimself ta the interests of his trade, and. be is
considered to be a first-class shoemaker.

As a working man, George Odger has had
to contend with. those pecnliar difticulties
which beset the generality of the English work-
men.  When machines were firet, introduced
into the boot trade they were strennously op
posed by bootmakers, and numerous disputes

arose, in consequence of their introduction, |-

between wmasters and men. George Odger
showed the folly of such imposition, and e¢on-
siderably moditied the views of workmen re-
lating thereto ; nnd he openly conlemned the
conduct of the notorious - Broadhead and his
associates, 2nd repudiated the cowarily prac-
tice of rattening and secret assasination,

+In 1839, during the great lock-out in the
London building trades, he was bronght for-
ward with good men of other trades to help
the great movement for -a reduction of the
hours of labour. At the delegate meetings of
the London trades, George Odger represented
the Cordwainer’s Society, and was then insvo-
duced prominently to the London working
nen.

(reorge Odr'el has been connected for wmany
years with the London Trades Council—abody
which bas gone through many tluctuations—
sud until lately accupied the ottice of secre

tary. He has aleo visited many towns as the

representative of that body, dwring agita-
tion to raisc wages and reduce the hours of
work. .

A peviod of nearly farty yeara have elapasd,
ag Mr. Odger lately told us, sinc®le tirst de-|an
voted himself to the assertion and vindication
of the trale vights of his _brozher worknten,
His strictly political career is of much moie
recent date. -\lthoug_,ﬁ' he embraced every
iaire aud favorable opportunity of declaring
agd defending his Railieal principles, he did
not ofier himself as enndidato for & seatin. Par.
liameat, until the e€ccond Reform Act had
made suc an enterprize rather more feasiblo
ttan it wonld have been under the first. The
four attemps to which he had already commit-

ores wis estimatel al .‘.‘:32,0\)0 000

ted: himsell heve Lecn alike, though'in w nhfly

‘Puanta.

different degrees, unsuccessful; the fifth at.
tempt wil} be crowned, we hope, with a lmp- .
pier terminstion.

His counection with the Referm League led
to his candidature during the genesal election,
1868, for the: newly constituted borough of
Cheleca, He says, ““ I went to Chelsea at the
invitation of o thousand electors, and. the cry
was then raised that I was dividing Liberal
interest, and in deferenee to a great principle,
in orderthat I Tright not jeopardise Mr: Glad-
tone's power in  Parliament with reference to
the Irish Church Qaestion, I, at tlie' request
of ¢the workmrf- men, who said tiere was a
principle at staké, accepted arbitration; wlm,h
being against me, I left Chelsen.” )

3Mr.  Odger played-a conspicious patt in the
Trades Dcmonstntion, on Whit-Alonday of
i$73in Hyde Park. He took the-chaf, as a
working shoemalker, upon the first of the six
platforins crected for as mauy simoltaneous
meetings in that enclosure, He read the man-
ifesto, denovncing 28 invidious, unjuss, abd
cruel, the Criminal Law Antendment Act, the
criminal clauses of thie Master and Servant
Act, and the application of the Law of Con-
spiracy te breaches of contract. - The epeech

example of the manuer-and spirit in whichs he
handles the most exciting . topics of common
interest to the w0rkxng~olnsses. For them he
claimed a full slmrq.@f ‘,red:Q as tothe high
place that England o occu'ples in‘the eyes,of the
world ; and for tﬂem, also, he resented the
indignity by which they had becn repaid in’
home-made lnmdoommg them. to a position
of injury and défrdation"worse than they had
ever known before. If linglishmen fecl o law
to be harsh and oppressive, they: openly pro-
clasim the fact, and, ULy rational. discussion
swong themselves, lead each. other- along the
safe and open path of monifest reason. My,
asked Mr. Odger, should & workmanbe seng
to prison for the violation.of a conteact. with
the master, and the master be allowed at plea.
sure to break bis engagemefit with him:? And
‘there must be many, even in the maater lase
itself, who sce plaioly thatawithout any further
extension or mdre equal distribution of the
franchige these cruel and one-sided: laws cane
not long e kept on theStatute Book. ‘

THE ISLAND OF CUBA.

“All eyes have heen turned towards Sula
—a sunny isle, the largest of the West Fn-
dia group, some 630 miles long, and its
greatest width 107 mules. Lying just w1th
in the tropics, its climate is perpetnzt sum-
mer, tempered by cooling sea-breezes.
There is one record of snow }:ava fallen
in a central town of Cuba, in 1856, .and
hail is not unfrecuent ; but while the heat
is rarely oppressive, the thermomoter sel-
dom falls below G0 degrees, except occa-
sionally in the interfor. Havana is s epe-
cial resort for invalids. This important
commercis] city hus outgrown its. original
walls ; but for its defence, and that of its
harbor, there are half a dozen forts znd s
citadel. The long and nsrrow channel
which leads to the city is defended on the
cast side by the great castle El Morro, and’
on the west by the powerful fortress Ls
La Cabana is said to be the lar-
gest and strongest of ull the defensive
works of Havana, resuiring in timo of war
o gartison of 2,000 men. In 1762 Havans,
after « sicge of forty-four days, fell into the
hands of the English ; but the neXt year it
was restored to Spain in accordance. with
cortain arrangenents miade by treaty. Ha-
vana is regolarly Inid out, and though its
streets ave narrow, jmauy of thomn re well
paved with granite. It is well -lighted
with gas, uncl supplied with: water, by an
aqueduct: The city also has -its public
promenades, its fountains, its universities, .
libraries, and museams, und thore sre nu-
mereus daily, weekly and monthly publi'oa—
tions. Havaue, tan  groater degroe thun

any other Sprnish city, has adopted . the
nuwlmmml appliances ot‘mdustry, aud tho .
varivus improvomonts which. have beem -
brought to it through its colnmercml relas
tisns with other nations. : :

The public debt of Italy aniounts to 1:;! m e
000,000. The aunual deficit has been Jews
lately. in former. years, Lookmg hleL for'a
period of thirteen years, thore. has lnsu ‘déo s

the gqu, in lS%, to 8’7,(”0

in IS75.
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which he made on that occasion; affords & fair .

ficit every yoar, varying from $126,000 m s



