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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL.

str\é}“ll}v few churches in Montreal are com.parable_ from a con-
Cat}itl:?al’ as well as from an artistic point of view, to Christ
b edral, of which I have attempted herein to give a short de-
4 }Emon. The great cost of stone found in this district, owing to
ardness and the difficulty experienced in carvingt, tends no
w(l)qut to generalize the employ of lumber and galvanized iron,
ich has been so extensively used lately where stone should
isa'Ve been used for decoration and construction. This cathedral
an exception to the majority of our churches, having been
w‘;'slt by the wealthiest congregation of the ity ; and nothing
St spared to make it artistic and handsome. It is the only
Oructurq of its kind here, where stone has been so lavishly used
4 exterior as well as for interior effect. 1t is built on the north-
av:t corner of Phillips Square, on the block bounded by Union
w,lsnse, University street and St. Catherine streef, of & Site that
of 4 onated by George I11, King of England, for the erection
i e cathedral which was destroyed by fire in 1856. Work
. commenced on the existing church immediately after the
0;3, and was completed in 1859, when the edifice. was opened
arcﬁ'erwce' The plans were prepared by 2 prominent London
Chefl:i?ct, who unfortunately was not Permltted to see tl_ns gothic
i -f oeuvre carried out, but died before the foundations were
su of the ground, at the beginning of the year 1857 ; when a
€cessor had to be appointed to carry out bis plans.

ut two blunders were committed, one owing to the entire ig-

Rorance by the architect or his representative of the nature of
oe ground on which the church was to be grected,'and the other
ut € severe climate of this country in winter. The first was

suskto the inefficiency of the spire foundation, which having
ow considerably before it got half way up, had to be taken

ex N and rebuilt. The other blunder is practically irreparable,
copenenc.e having shown that part of the stone employed in the

NStruction cannot resist our severe winter frqsts, and every
gf:r.a goodly amount of money has to be laid aside for the re-
trincmf']’r of the damaged stones. All the stone used in exterior
amm““ﬁs and also in the interior, where there is a considerable

ount of stone, was specially imported for the purpose from
thaéen’ France, This stone resembles very much in appearance

Wor .h‘(" standstone, ar}d was very extensnvely usqd for inside

cepti a P‘“gl'd_nd at the time the church was built ; it 1s an ex-

o dona“)’ suitable material for executing ﬁnerscnlpture angi
tect i:gs‘wh.e“ not exposed to weather. Mr. Taylor, archi-
stm’ct as appointed some years ago to pay regular visits to the
mightuhre and attend to all restoration that the course of time

Bigt s Shaered necepgaty ; nothing is allowed to be touched

inered without professional advice, as it 1s considered that

Years ;(perlencegl hand can destroy in an hour what it has taken

Or an artist to produce.

angd tﬁw years ago two stones fell from the spire through the roof,

grounde beautiful stone cross over the chancel gable also fell to

the frq. broken into atoms. The architect was sent for, and all
tion i:,8,ments were gathered and put together, and a reproduc-

Seveo it made of the same material to replace the bioken one.
e ral other ornaments and moldings also perished, but all

'€ treated in the same manner. The only part that h;ls not
of st een affected by the frost is the window tracery_—whlch are

c anone“a"d great care is taken to preserve them intact. The
er cel and aisle windows and the rose window in front have
ou,);dremarkable tracery, and should they be injured it would be

Curig extremely difficult to repair windows of such sizes. Af

diffmub thing to note is that nearly all the window tracery are o

Win sat demgn, such being the case w1tl_1 the row of Clrcu!ar

is buiolws over the main nave and on each side of it. The spire

chimet entirely of stone, and contains a beautiful clock and
lneasus'- It is reputed to be the highest stone spir¢ 1n Canada,
its has, 08 about 225 feet from the ground by — feet square at

Od.Se above the roof. :

lltt]n Union avenue, close to the church, stands a handsome

€ monument, about 28 feet high, built of Ohio sandstone, In
Memoration of Bishop Fulford, first bishop of Montreal.
etﬁi{rom porch of the church is also very handsome, anld ﬁm:
Oidiigge to be found, such as crochets, gorgoils and elegan
eXteo'w let us glance at the interior, which is as interesting as the
expenQr. As we enter there is no flashy decoration, and a_nyo(xixe.
ut €ling to see fret or ginger bread work will be dlsappqmteh ;
on c‘iveryt_hmg is so appropriate, neat, simple and artistic, 'tI‘l?
beay Oser inspection we are forced to admire the whole. ‘1he
mosnlfm stained glass that adorns the chancel and alSleSOlS
the | {Of Clayton & Bell’s make, and of a Brussels firm. dln
appae t hand side of the chancel 1s the organ, which is har 1’)y
mostrem’ and which is reputed not the most powerful, bx;lt the
repm(li)ﬂfgct musical instrument of its kind in America, anh lslg
catheduc“."“ of the old organ that was burned with t Eo
ho h_ral in 1856. It was built by Hill & Son, of London, Eng.,
K ad preserved the plan of the original organ. .

bein € Ledilia (marked 1 on the plan) and baptismal font'gs)

?ldm;g all stone, deserve more than a passing glance, and egh}l} it
ulforable. carving. At (4) stands on 2 pedestal a bust of Bishop

e trd ; in (2) is the Bishop’s chair, and in (3) is his throne.
ang . 0.rows of arcade dividing the aisles and nave, and (;o}?r
coly Window jambs, are all of solid stone, and the capitals of the

i mns each contain a specimen leaf of the different kinds 0
Nadian trees carved in the stone. The altar cloth, made by
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the Sisters of St. Margarets, of this city, the memorial window in
(tih$ left dtransept an;;l dtlfle ﬁrzje brass chandeliers, are of recent
ate, and were executed from drawings b : . ‘ 2
lor, F.R.LB.A. e g 1 2
An interesting part of this church that should also receive
some attention from the visitor, is the Chapter House over the
vestry, where beautiful stone carved statues supporting the roof
trusses can be seen. In a word this is a charch thoroughly
English in character, that is very seldom seen on this side of the

Atlantic ; and I would advise my professional brethren, when

they have an opportunity, not to forget to pay a visit to what I
consider one of the finest specimens of gothic architecture of
the Decorated Period on this continent.

I desire to here thank publicly the Rev. J. G. Norton, M. A,
D. D., rector of the Cathedral, and Mr. Andrew T. Taylor,
F.R.I.B.A., architect in charge of the restoration of the
church, for the valuable information which helped me in prepar-

ing the above.
|

ESTIMATING.

MANY good workmen and thorough superintendents make
poor attempts at estimating, and often their efforts in this direc-
tion prove their ruin. On the other hand, the writer has known
poor or indifferent workmen who seemed to have a natural gift
for arriving at the cost of proposed works; not by any proper
or systematic course,'but by a sort of intuition which stood them
instead of actual trained knowledge. Men, however, of this
sort, whose conclusions are jumped at, are not rehable in their
figures, when the works estimated are above the average magni-
tude ; and on more than one occasion I have known these hap-
hazard contractors to have been sorely bitten when reaching
out beyond their limits.

Estimating, like everything else resulting from human effort,
can only be a certain success when directed by a thorough
knowledge of the subject and painstaking labor. There is no
royal road to estimating, and the man who attempts to jump at
the cost of a proposed building, aud takes the contract at his
own figures n the face of intelligent competition, either does not
get proper returns for his labor, or jerrys the work,—either
dilemma proving ruinous in the end. The best contractors are
men who have been trained to the service, and whose knowledge
of every detail in building, the cost of every variety of supply
and material, whose acquaintance with the producing capacity
of workmen, is complete. Such men are found among the regu-
larly employed “ Clerks of the Works,” so-called in_the British
Isles, and in some portions of Europe and America. These
men are supposed to know, and generally do, all partl.culars
concerning buildings of every style and grade, and estimates
made by them always deserve respect. 3

In this country the architect is perhaps the best authority on
the cost of a proposed building, though I must confess that some
estimates made by professional men in this country otten prove
wide of the mark, their figures generally being too low. There
is one department of estimating, however, wherein the
architect’s figures are generally correct, and that is in the quan-
tities. These, when given by the architect, may be relied upon,
and having these, the wide-awake contractor ought to be able
to get at the cost of a building pretty close. I have often
thought it a mistake that quantities are not attached to speciii-
cations in some way, and that intending contractors be taxed a
a small amount for the privilege of making use of the figures.
Let it be understood, however, that I do not advocate the doing
of this extra work by the architect, gratuitously. To take out
the quaatities of a building of any magnitude, entails a great
deal of labor and time, am_i it ‘would be but just that these
should be paid for by the parties who receive the benefits, who,
of course, are the contractors. The cost to each aspirant need
not be much, while the benefits are manifold, inasmuch as the
figures may be relied upon ; there is much time and tiresome
labor saved, and no item will be forgotten or overlooked. The
architect might also give the cubic contents of the building, with
the actual cost per foot of similar buildings—not that I approve
of the “ cubing method ” for estimating, for I believe it to be
very faulty ; but it might be given as a sort of guide by which
the estimator could see if he had made any serious mistakes.

In a future paper I will endeavor to show a method of esti-
mating, suitable to the requirements of country builder:-;. i

Collingwood, July 7th, 1804.

TRADE NOTES.,

Mr, Alex, Bremner, of Montreal, dealer in contractors supplies, has
issued an attractive wall hanger, gIVIng, by means of illustrations and
printed matter, information relating to his various lines of goods.

Referring to the opening of the Zion Evangelical church at Berlin, Ont.,
the daily news of that town on J\Vme 18th said: * The gas reflectors and
fixtures were supplied by 1. P. Frink of 551 Pearl street, New York. The
lighting of the church is on a style most complete, and was put in under the
supervision of Mr. E. C. Breithaupt. The lighting is so perfectly arranged
that though the church will be as light as day, there are no lights near the
pulpit, to dazzle the eyes.of the congregation, the reflectors spreading a
brilliant light over everything."

Dr. Grady, of Eastport, Me., in company of an expert, has recently
made an inspection of the black granite deposits at Bocabec, N, B., with the
view it is believed of investing therein.



