
GENTLEMEN ADVENTURERS IN ACAIA.

Poutrineouri, despairiig of tfindng a favor- site to niake themn poifortable. l'ut lEs.

able site for a new colony in a counîtry carbot's iigenious mind did not fail himir,

enjoyiing a w armer climiate, returned to even in respect to the daily supply of fresh

Port Royal. lis erew were siek and low- provisions ; for he created a new order for

spirited, but tiey soon recovered their the espeeial benetit of tie principal table at

health and spirits when they rejoinied tlieir which De Poutrincourt, iimself, and tiiir~

eonrades, who listened with wonder to the teenu otiers, sat daily. These tifteen gen-

narration of the perils of that ufortunate tlenien eonstituted themselves into Y( 'rd re

voyage. de Bon Temps, one of whomN was Grand

L'Escarbot appears to have been the very Master for a day, and bound to cater for the

life and soul of the little colony, for, nati- company. 'c ua-teu, 0t cou ve, 10 ex(*,

rally of a getnial and lively temperamuent, the other in the qtaitity of gaume and Iislh
lienever ilked tosee anythiiiglikegloom anl they were able to gather fromu the surroiiid-

despondcncy among his cotpanions. All ing country, and the consequence w'as, De

his efforts were directed to infuse a spirit of P'outrincou rt's table never wanted any of the

kindly feeling among the little community. luxutries that the river or forest could

Ifanything occurred to damp their courage, supply. At the dinner hour the G rani

his fertile mind soon devised some plan of Master, with the insignia of his order, a

chasing away forebodings of ill. Wlen De costly collar around his nteck, a staff in, his

Poutrincourt and his party returned in such hand, and a napkin on his shoulder, came

ill spirits fron Cape Mallebane, they were into the hall at the lead of his brethren,

met by a procession of Tritons, vith Nep- each of whom carried somue dish. The

tune at their head, who saluted the adven- Indians were frequent guests at their feasts,

tuirers with merry songs. As they entered especially old Memberton, a famnous Mie-

the arched gate-way they saw above their mac or Souriquois chief, vho always

heads anotier happy device of L'JEsarbot, retained a wari attachiment for the pale-

-the arms of France and the King's motto. faced strangers. Songs of La fBe/le France
"Deus protigcet unus," encircled with laurels,
Under this were the arns of De Monts and
De Poutrincourt, witi their respective
inottos,--"DahLîit deus his quoque finem,'' and
"Inu.in virtîti iulla ist îi,'' -also surrounded

with evergreens. L'Escarbot vas a man
of the world, who well inderstood the ver-
satile character of his countrynien-how
mnuch they were affected by surrounding
circumstances.

L'Escarbot sowed crops of wheat, rye,
and barley, in the vicinity of the fort; lie
worked niglt and day in a garden ; lie read

prayers when the priests were unwell and
unable to oîficiate ; he did more good by
his cheery manners and merry talk than all
t hie medicine poured down by the apothe-
cary ; lie was the pleasantest companion at
the festive board ; yet amtid the many duties
that engrossed him, lie found ltime for study.

The inuates of the fort-thanks to the

were sung; many a toast was drunk in

some rare vintage,-the ilanies flew up the

litige chimney,-the Indians squatted on

the floor, laulghing like the muerriest French-
men. Whuen the pipe weit around-w ith

its lobster-like bowl and tube elaborately

worked witl porcupine quills-stories were
told, and none excelled the Indiains then-
selves in this part of the entertainmuent
At last whenî the tobacco was all exhausted,
the Grand Master resigned his regalia of
oflice to lis successor, who lost no tine in

performing his luties. Thus the long wiiter
evenings passed in that lonely FrenIh
fort, at the verge of an untamed conti-

nent.
With the coming of spring, the colonists

conmenceîd to ltild a mil, aid to culti-
vate the little patcles of ground they haid
eleared of the forest. They also built two
barques, using pitelh made by the gun of lte

liberality of De Monts and his associates- ir. Well might the Indians look witih
we re wvell providled with everything requi- astoiishment at the ingenuity of teliese busy


