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T HE tariff commission which cominenced it sessions laqt
week in Winnipeg lias already recelved, and ne doubt

wfill continue te reccive, evidence which ia merelv a reitera-
tlin of views which are already well known te the
readlng public. There is probably net a single issue
wilch has received so much space in the press as the.
tariff; seareely one ef our leadlng dailies can b. pichked up
whik7h does flot contain seinething about it, and every gradet
of opinion froin igh tariff to free trade isrp"eitai

So far as ge.neral tariff pollcy ie concerned, this ia an
issue wieid eau b. settled, and has always ben settl.d, only
at the poils. Any effort te talce th. tariff out ef pelitie, if
il la genuine, overleehe the, fact liat the. relative econorni
prosperity of tovu and city as against country is absolutely
bound up ln the. maintenance of the, tariff wall, and the. chief
afin of political activlty 110w seems te be to sêcure economiie
gain. The. opinions aired before the present tariff commis-.
sion and scattered broadecast throuizh the mediunm of the.
pres ca scarcely affect lhe viewpoint of any vie have
corne te a. conclusion on the subjeot. Il may, however,
emphaslze the, dilemmea of the, present governmnit; it nulght
even ipress soe with the, fact that th. tariff je a noti-
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millions of dollars f nveated, andi the hundreda oft housanda
of w\oikurs derivfng their liveluhooti thvretrom, fa abuolute1y
depen)dent on the tarif,. As at means ot checking the too
rapid iovemnent trami town, counitryN to city, however, the
1tariff reduction motvement is onc whicii can effeet ai great
benetfil Iu the country as a -whole.

1 ~THE BON4DS OF EMPIRE

EMPIRES (it olid were helti together by miaterlul for'ces-
.. dforcesý inuposed by the. central power. The, British em-

pire has outgrown Ibis stage, for 1h is now naarly eue hun-
diret] andi fltty years sinice the Amnerican colonies broke the.
chaîna wvith wiiich the British geverrument endeavored ta
bindtihein te the homelanti. It iu simmaterial forces which
neow miaintain the unity eft he empire; comnion race, eus-
toms anti pelîtical ideals are proving themselves the nioôt
patent reasons for political association.

Speaking betere the. Congreis of Chambers of Gem..
murce of the, Britli Empire, on Tuesday last, Premier
Drury o! Ontario waiiied againat any attempt ta forcib1l'
tolit the empire togetiier. The, conges is on recerd in
tavor of imperial preference, but Mr. Drury was flot afraii
te stand by his belift ini free trade. Empire preference will
b. practicable enly se long as Il springs from a native
desire to faver commerce wltii the United 1Klngdorn and4 tbe
otier colonies. Preference 11801f asmumes a protective tariff,
and tie mevement towards tariff reduction mnay overtake
tli, prefertaiceo already granted.

Th congreas has net been without ita jarrlng notes.
Canada is unquestiably 4eyal....there never was a im
ot greater appreclation cf the, high ideals for *iiich the
empire stands--but Canada ha. a part te play fa world
commerce which necesia tes a vlew ofthVe political werld
beyond. Sir £dmund Walker exnphasized the. tact tint
(ienadian transactions must ln the, main b. cl.ar.d in New
York, whici bas by natural growth beceme the financial
centre ot this continent, and that any attempt te divert the.
flov te London could net b. tavoe.d here. .Premier Drury
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