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tion wvheffher it wvouid not be a preferable weapon for the prescrntj
carnpaign-wvhether, in short, the best ari for one mode of warfare is1
the best for another. \Vhere large continental armies are operating
against each otiier in masses of liundreds or thousands in comparatively q
open country, long, range and lowv trajectory are of great importance,
and the Britishi authorities are doing their utmost to iniprove their arms,i
in these respects, not being satisfied even with the Martiini-Henrv,
wvhicb is so much superior to the Saider ; but where a few scattered
guerrillas are concealed in a thick bush 'vbence they hav'e to be driven
foot by foot by careful skirmishing, wvIere a range of more than a few
yards is in the nature of things an impossibility, and where the only
shot they are likely to get is, flguratively speakiug-, a flying eone, thoen
the rifle that cani fire the most shiots in the least tinie is tho best weapon,
as our brave boys have lateiy learned to thieir cost.

The D. R. A. sloud( take a lesson frorn this campaign and or-
ganize matches fer the encouragement of skiifuil skirmishing. Some-
thing they have donecii this direction already by the establishment of
the niilitary matcheF, b-it net enougli. The restrietion of these
matches to teams, the firing over the regular r'ange, whiere every dis-
tance can ho estiiated within ten yards, and tho large size and clear
color of the targets, ail present conditions difl'ering, fromn those wvhich
mon would meet in action ; and in se, far fail to fulfil the objeet they
have in view, yet the difficuities of making tlîeroughily satisfactory ar-
raucgements are obvions. It was intended last year to have fitted up a
runuing inau, but several circunistances conibined to prevent the car'-
î'ying out of theo sclîeine; this year 'vo trust the association will be able
to introduce the novlty. We suggest thînt practical shots should
thin)k oitý sonie inethiods of iintroducing upon the Rideau range colupe-
titions that would to a reasonale extent simulate the conditions of
suchi warfare as our miilitia ai-e likoly te be engagod ini, and publishi
themi in these columius, n course thiat wouid probabiy ensure for thern
fuit discussion and consideration.1

1711E JJEEI7S MhO VEMENTS OF COPtPS QSV 4CTUZIL 51EVICE.

WThen 'vo went to press Iast woek npws hîad just arrived that
General Middleton's columun, having, been reinforced by four conipanies
of the MIidiatnd battalion ani by suppflies received on the arrivai of t.he
Noe'tlcole, hiad advanced on Batohe, and lad cngaged the insurgents
on the 9th; the Yorthcote acting as a gunboat and co-operatng in the
rear. Oit Sunday thje engagement ivas renewcd ani tbe outworks of
Batoche taken, and on Menday the troops, fardier reinforced by the
D, L. S. scouts, continued to a(lvance fighiting until at last it wvas
decidcd to charge the place, wlieh 'vas taken at the point eof the
bayonet, the rebel- boing totaiiy routed and their forces perînanentiy
scatterod. .AM this "'as not accomiishied 'vitiieut further loas, there
being eight kilied iu the th)ree days' ight and about tliirty wveunded, of
wvhom at least two have since died. On Saturday Riel 'vas taken
pî'isener by General Middleton's scouts. This columu lias probabiy ere
this reached Princp Albert, îvhich lias been in a state of siege since the
26th Mlarch. Tie 7th Fusiliers have been muoved to Saskatchewan
Crossing, it having l)een the intention to take them down tlie river te
General Middieton's suppor-t, but this plan may now be cbanged. Coi.
Scott's WVinnipeg battalion is aise said to be miarchiing, on Clark's
Crossing front Fort Qu'Appelle.

No inoyements of troolps lhave eccrirred in connection with the
Battieford contingent since lat veek, and the only event te chronic!e
is the capture by Pouiinakir of a large quantity eof supplhies in transit
te that point.

Generai Strange's contingent baving occupicd Edmonton, was re-
infoirced by Col. Smxithi's Winunipeg battalion en the.- th, and ou the

sanie day the Generai, with part of tho O5th Batt., left for Fort Pitt by
boat, Steele'a scouts and police keeping him conipany aiong the bank.
He proposes to re-garrisen Fort Pitt, and te make that ]lis base of
eperations against the neighboring hostiles.

The Montreal Garrison Artillery, wvhich lef t on Monday last, lias
net yet reaelied Winnipeg, having been deiayed !onger than anticipated
at the gal) in the railîvay'.

Tliree other battalions were ordered eut proviens te the Geueral's
victory and will probably go forward tiLs week. They are the 32nd
"Bruce " battalior. of infantry from Western Ontario, consisting eof

eîght cenîpanies, under conimand of Lieut.-Col. J. G. Cooper; the lst
Battalion, "lPrince eof Wales' Regiment " of Rifles, of Montreai, tînder
Lient.-Ool. Frank Bond, six cempanies ; and a provisional battalion of
eight compani6s et' int'antry froni New Brunswvick, under Lieut.-Col.
Maunseil, Commandant of "lC " Infantry sehool, mnado up of four crn-
panies ot'fthe G2nd St. John Fusiliers, and ono eacli frein the 67tlî
Carleton Light Infantry, 7lst York Infantry, 73rd North imberi and
Jnfantry and 74th Iufantry.

RIFLE3 AND RIFLE SIJOOTLW-I.-

DY CAPTAIN IIENRY F. PE1tLEY, IIEADQUARTEIIS STAFF.

Soino ycars ago four lectures wveie prepared for the inforniaton
and instruction eof the nîemibers of the Newv Brunswick Engineers at St.
Johi., N.B., an~d they are now 1resOftcd, amended te suit the changes
'vhich bave taken place siîico tlieir comipilation, in the hope tliat with
the l)ioiiiflence niow given te them they may be proluctive of' good in
creating a desire, on the par'teof every member of the active for-ce iiute
,whese hiands this paper miay fail, te learn, and learn thîoroughly, thicluse
of bis rifle, and iin stimulating those wvio have attained a certain degree
eof preficiency te strive te attain a iiigher standard. The lectures weî'o
net 'vritten as a literai-y eff'ort, not for Uie benefit of first-ciaes siiots, but
fer the benefit of these who wvere desii'eus of knowing wviat they liad te
(Io te becone sucli, and it may ho here stated that the'vi iter wvas ainply
i'epaid foi' bis tr'ouble by the results which weî'e obtained.

The flrst lecture treated of the history of arins, etc., and 'vas w"rit-
ten for the pur-pose of' showing the changes that have takeîî place
betwecn tho sling and the bow of eai'iest tinies and tile Martini eof
L-day. The second lecturc, tîeated eof explosives and projectiles ami
their manufacture. The thii-d dipped lightly into thîcoretical pî'îci-
pies, ani Lhe foui-tii toek up the subject of siîoeting ; and of thoevhiole
it mutst be said that the information LIey centain lias been caî'efully
selected frein standard 'voiks, anîd la net given as being in any wvay
or'iginal, and t'reo us,> lias been - .4 e of the porioîns selected, thougi neo
crcdit lias been given te the original wi'iter.

III5TORY 0F ARMS, E.TC.

.Ai-m)s, îvbetber for aggressien, defence or hunting have existed
since t'ime imnîeineiiai, and are coeval with mnan. In the beginning
atone wvas LIe nmateî-ial eut of' vlich aîroîv and spear hieada, axes,
Iaînmers, knives, and faî-ning and Iîeusolîoid iniplonients weî-c for-ned,
and thiese have continued iiiluse ar-nengst barbarous ti-ibes aundinations
up te the present day.

The stages in the pi-ogiesa eof a nation fi-cm barbai-isin te ciî-iliza-
tien have been llaced at thî-ee iii nunibeî-, ami ai-e defined as tiioseofe
iStone," Il brine" and Il iron ;" and it is nîaintaiîîed tliat ages or

peîiods exi8ted In wlîichî only implements eof stone were iu lise; tliat
'vitli the (hiscovcry et' copper and tin, the constituents of bronze, and
aise ef the imethod of nielting and cembining them, bronze took the
place et atone; whiie iL in turn gave waty te il-en and iLs pi-oduct steel.

The name of the "latonie age " la there%-fore given te the peniod
when weapens and bouselod inîîdements we'o niade of' atone, weod,


