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studied by Zordenkofer, XVIII divides themi into two groups.
The first group, which gives rise to a putrefaction which resuits
in the production of sulphureted hydrogen, is the most commoil
alteration. Ten species of this group have beeni described unde-
the namne of Bacillus oogec s hvdirosiilfu renis.

The second group gîves rise to a slighitly different putrefac-
tion, the oclor of which recalîs that of hum-an excrement. This
putrefaction, which is mutch more rare, is produced by a bac-
terin calle(l Bci/hts oogencs fluroescenis. Ail these organisms
nee(l air for thieir development. It is, therefore, necessary to
keep eggs f romn contact therewith by varnishing the sheil or
coatîng it with vaseline or milk of lime.

The use of decayed eggs is extremely daugerous. Dr. Cam-
ern has called attention to a case of polsoning that happened
in a couvent at Limerick, Jreland, in 1895, after a meal at which
liad been served a cream lu xvhich a bad egg had been used.
Seveuty-four wvomen who partook of the mneal were poisoned,
an(l four of themi (ie(1.

An endeavor has been made iu this article to recapitulate
.the causes of the poisoning of eggs and the damages to the
systemi that may be cauiseci by eating them. But it must be said
tlîat poisoning by eggs is of relatively rare occurrence, and that
that produce(l by spoiled ones is excel)tional .- Scien tiflc Anmeri-
can.

Whien wxe remiark that lu the manufacture of cocaine it is the
percentage value of the alkaloid which (letermnes the value of
the raw niaterial, we can see the necessity for the planter of
finding a miethod of (lrying by which lie wiIl lose the least
amiount. Iu two series of experiments made by M. de Joug, of
France, tupon two products hiaving different origins, lie ohtained
the percentages of 1.49 to 2.77, Or, in mean, 1.52 to 2.75 and
2.05ý to 2.91. The freshi leaf furnishies the greatest amouint of
alkaloid, or f roml 2.72 to 2.Q1 per cent. Whien (lrle( over lime.
the leaf loses cocaine, and the value falîs to 2.55 per cent. Dry-
ing lu the suin is fouind to give values from 2.38 to 2.50 Per
cent., while drying at a heat Of 4o deg. C. giveS 2.28 per cent.
A heat of ()o to 75 deg. affords 2.1î6 per cent. of cocaine. By
drying lu the shade for four days and then for over au hour lu
the suin, we find f roml 2.05 to 2. 18 per cent. The miethiod of dry-
ing lu the suin after immersion lu boiling Nater gives 1.50 Per
cent. Fromi this we find that it is not an advantage to dry the


