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the skilful labors of our predecessors, upon \\'hich' all that we are
successful in doing to-day rests as a sure foundatlop. All honor
to these noble painstaking pioneers in this most difficult corner
of our field of labor.

ErioLocy.

Again I turn with no little pleasure to Emmet, who, writing
i 1872, says: Neglect during labor to keep the bladdc.er'empty,
exposure to cold, violence, and the habit of long retaining thcf
urine, are the chief exciting causes of the most serious for‘ms‘ of
cystitis.”  In investigating this, as in other inﬂamma?ory affec-
tions, we have to consider two factors—the predisposing causes
which prepare the ground for the cystitis to which we have but
little to add to what Ilmmet has said, and the exciting cause,
the particular living organism which is the immediate agent in
setting up and in maintaining the disease. It is this last im-
portant factor which has given us a new conception of the sub-
ject and served to modify and direct our treatments.

Contrary to the opinions of some ten years ago, we now know
that the mere presence of organisms is not sufficient of itself to
excite a cystitis.  This is seen in cases of bacteriuria, where,
although the urine is loaded with organisms, there is but a nom-
inal lesi, or no les; at all, in the bladder.

The following predisposing factors are important :

I. Localized congestion.
2. Traumatism,

3- Retention of yrine,
4. Reduced health,

5

- Two or more of these factors combined.

The congestion may result from *‘ catching cold ” and ex-
posure, or from the action of toxins or chemical irritants on the
bladder, excreted by the kidneys or from a hyperacidity of the
urine, or again from the presence of tumors in the bladder.

Traumatisms arise from labor, especially where the forceps
are used with the bladder not emptied, from the use of the
catheter, and most important, from surgical operations on the
uterus involving the detachment of the blaclder, and from stones
lodged in the bladder,

Retention of urine from faulty emptying of the bladder, as ir



