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REALISM.
MeI. \',snvKr Bitowsr. R.C.A.-"l M.y dear, 1 overbeard a

magnificent compliment to my picture. 'A Storm aI Sea,' at the
exhibition this afternoon.

Ms-1-"What Nvas it, love ?"
MR. V-Bi.-"l Er--a man andi bis wvife wvere look'ing at it, andi 1

hieard the fellow say, ' Corne away. Hannab, that picture niak'cs
me siclc!

A PUZZLBD PRESBYTERIAN.

T I-E Presbyterian minister sat in bis study, reading the
report of the Assembly debate 011 the Charbonneli

case, in the Glob5e of June sScb, wben the serrant lass
knockc-d gently on the door and announced a visitor.

CAhi, corne riglît in, r.MacTavisbi." said the mninis-
ter . rising and rccognizîng the formi of bis old parishioner
in the doorway. IlWhat can I do for you, my dear
frieîîd ? "

IlAw're cornie tae sec ye on a maîse inmportant subjec',
meeniseer," replied the pawky old Scoecbmian, as be
deposited hrnself in a chair and bis bat on the floor.
IAyc, an' a mi-aist eicklish subjec' Aw'rn thinkin', as weel,"

he added. IlJndeed ?" queried the nîinister, raising bis
eyebrows'in niild surprise. III hope cbexe's nothing îrong
ae home, Mr. M-\-acTavish."

"lWeeI, Aw dinna ken but ebere is, a wee bit," responded
Mr. MacTavish in a troubled tone. "Nia docbeers are
raisin' no end o' a fusa aboot lt-bit le isna Mcem tbat's
boatherin' mna mind. It's the ebing iesel', an' boo tbe kirk
wid iook upon't."

"I1 beg pardon, nîy dear sir, but wiUl YOD kindly men-
tion what it is you're referring o ?"» said the -pastor.

"Aw'rn thînkin' o' getein' marrie, ye ken," began te
visitor.

"lOh, indeedl I hadn'e beard of t/t, Mr. MacTavish.
A ver>' proper thing, too, I should sa>'. Your fanil> are
ail grown Up and married off, and in case you select a
good partner for your -"

IlAye, aye," i ncerrupted the old man, IlAw kent ye'd
approve o'e. As co selecein', I dinna ehink Air could
selec' mair fortunat' than I did afore-when I marrit
Jane."

IlQuite rue," replied the minister, IlMrs. Mac'1avish

iras indeed a miost excellent woiron. She carne of good
stock."

IlAye did she," responded Mr. MacTavisb, heartily-
"goodness rns 1' families, mieenister, don'c ye ebink? "

IlNta doubt of jel inbte world !"was tbe crnphatic
rcply.

'Sae Aw thoclie, ani' aye wuII think," tejoinied the
visitor, "lan' Aw'mi gaun tac rin nae nisks ara. Air fun'
jean sae baw an' guid, chat Aw've c'eni made up mna in'n
tac înaimry Jessie, the noo."

IBut. nîy dean sir," said tbe nriinise, %vdtl an agîtated
countenance, 'M essie Me1Farlane is your deceased wife's
sisten."

IlAw ken a' tbae. an' Air ken, rnairoven, chat siccan a
niairrage is no approvet o' ln ehe Confession o' Faicli.
Bue-an' thîs is w-bic An' ca'd tae speer abooe-iana it tee
case tint oon Kirk in les meetin' o' Assenibly a year sîn
syne passet this moation j

And lie banded tbe minister a clippîng from a news-
paper. wbicb read as follors :

III viewv ofithe fact that twenty-five oui of the twenty-nine pres-
byterios have repurted approval qf the result of the remnit on inar-
riage with a deceaseti w i e's siste,, namely. wvhether subscription
of the formula in whiclî oflice-bearers accept the Confession of
Faith shahl be so understood as to allow liberty of opinion in
respect to the proposition. " A man niay not mairry an>' of his
wvife's kîindreti nearer in blooti than lie nia>' of bis own," the
comnuittee recommenti the General Assenîbly to diacern thai the
subscription of the formula shahl he so underatooti as to allowv
liberty of opinion in respect to saiti proposition.

Lt Nvas so ordereti.
Yes, tbat is rery truc, but

"Nae bit/s aboot le, mieenîster," persîseed Mn. Mac-
Tavish, stouti>', IlAw'n grantit leebcrcy o' opeenion on
ebis p'in:, arn I nîo? Disna le say--It was so orderedi"

"'That is ail truc, but liberty of opinion does not imp>'
liberty of action," said tbe mînisten.

I) iv ye inean eae say ehae ehougb Aw'mi saeisfled o'
eue correc ness o' a ebing, an' tbe Kirk disua say les wîrang
i' lesel', yec Air mustna dae' ? " said Mr. MaIecTaivishi,
looking ver>' mucbi puzzled. "Man, siccan a way o'
aurgunIent 15 niaise confusin' tac the hieid. It gars nma
brains a' gyang ebrough ithen."

Penbaps you irili understand le more clean>' if I rend
the w'ords of our great Cburch lawycr, Rev. Dr. McLaren,"
put in tbe nîiniseer. "lListen, Mr. MacTavîsb. ' To ni>'
n-iid,' says IDr. McLaren, 'liberty' of opinion doca not go
the lengeb of liberty of action.'

IlAye, I unnerstan' ebat fine, an' its w-bit Air ca'
pairfec' neansense! " said Mr. McTaviali, w-ith emipbasis.

IThat's sornewbae strong, Mr. MacTavisb," said the
miiniseer, reprovingly, "lbut ]et nie next rend to you îrhae
Dr. McKniighe, w-ho iras once Moderator, said iii tee
Assemb>' ln the sanie debate. I rend froni ehe CL'bc"s
report as followa:

Dr. M,\clnight proceedeti to examine the history of th eques-
tion, and ssid that in deference to those who took, the other side.
as n'el as to those whio objccted 10 mutilating a great hîstorîcal
document, it ivas decideti. rsther than cul out a clause in the
Confession of Faiîh, 10 modify the formula by îvhich clergymen
and office-bearers were exempteti front giving- adliesion 10 that
clause of the Confession of Faith. That 'vas wvhat the last
Assembly passeti into lait.'"

" Let's sec if ire canna get chia through oor wool, noo,"
said Mr. Maclavish, caking a long breatb and pulling
himiself together îvitb intense carnestnesa of purpose:

"The Confession of Faith says a ceartin mnairrage is
irrang."

Exacel>'," asseneed the iniacser.
"For w-b>," pursued MacTavisb-"1 because ies no'

Scriptural ; in ither w-ords, it's contraary tae the Seniptur'."
IlPrecisel>'."


