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ENTERPRISE IN MUSICAL CIRCLRS.

Prof. Torringfishe:mritz hegs to call special attention ta his systemn of imparting a powerful touch ta piano studcnts. This
systemn is the exclusive property of Prof. T. antI is in use onlv at his Acadcrny. For terms and particulars apply. etc., etc.

THE LITTLE HERO.JIMl MURPHY wvas a thoughtful nielancboly lad,
about fourteen years of age. His bair clustered in

bright red curîs over a broad, noble brow of doubtful
color, and if the dirt and freckles had been renmoved from
bis featui-cs, and the mîore proininent ones. soiewvh.it
ameliorated, lie iiiight have beeiî pronounced almiost
handsome. But he had no fond mnother ta dote aver
hlm. He liad only a fond fithcer; and bis father wvas
flot fond of himi sa iuch as of w-hiskcy.

Jinm's home wvas iii a railway quarry, thc scene of bis
own and bis father's labors. It was situated on the brow
of a steep bluff, and from the door of the rough board
shianty, at the end of a side track, there could be viewved
a magnificcut sweep of fiat country, embracing villages,
fields and forests, boundeci on one side by the blue
waters of Lake Ontario. Here, cut off fr-on the rcst of
the world save that part of it represented by a gang of
quarry hands, and occasional engine-drivers, jini Mlvurphy
spent the summner, engaged iii such labors as were suit-
able for him-that is ta say, inanythinghis father could get
himi to do. Iu winter he 'vent ta school, where lie praved
himself an apt pupil. He used ta amuse himself in a
solitary wv by reading stray dinie novels and pictorial
papers of the thrilling class. These publications dîd
niucl ta enrich his mind and awaken iii hlm a tliirst for
the sublime and lieroie. How hc Ionged to spring at
one leap iuta faine and fortune by sorte deed of noble
daring! His favorite hero ivas the bravc boy wvho
saves trains froni broken bridges and yawning precipices,
by heroic scraniblings iii nidnight darkiiess, and is
rewarded by the gratcful passeiîgers with purses of
money. Sonietimes hie thought it wvas within the range
of possibility that he mîght yet have a chance ta ivin
renowvn in thîs manner. Years passed, and sa did the
trains, without accident. The bridges were sounid and
the engine-drivers saber. But at last the hour came!

One cvcning, lîaving been sent by his fatiier ta the
village store for abottle of wliskcy, he %vas returning homie-
ward by wvay of tlîe railroad track, bi, niind fui)1 of noody
tboughts, whien lie hieard the far-off wlistlc of an approacli-
in- train. J-e turned round aiîd saw~ at a grcat distance
th e fiery eyc of tic locomotive, rising s lov-)-, like an
earth-borni star, out of tlîe vapars of the valley. A train
was no novelty ta aur bcro, and lie coîîtinued his w-a]k
aiid glaoiny niedîtations. But as lie reachied thîe bend in
the track which broughit lmi in siglît of the paterîîal
quarrv, lie hieard another shriek, and, looking up, saw
souîletling, w~hiclî froze bis blood %vith horrar. [t "-as
another engluie commha down the track '-lis nîind took
iii the situation at a glance. Thiere wvas gaing ta be a
collision. H-is chance had corne at last. H-e mnust pre-
vent the catastrophe, and earn the blessings and subscrip-
tions of the rescucd passengers.

It wvas naw toa dark ta signîal, but there %vas y-ct timie
for hini ta ruiî ta the s%-itch and turn the down.coingn
enigine fronm the miain track on ta the siding whlich ran
inza the quarry. This wvould clear the %vay for the up
train and its preclous freighit of living souls. It %vas cer-
tainly an extreme nîcasure, If shiot iuto the quarry the
ramîpant locomotive %vould iii ail prabability bounce inta
the little shanty where bis sire la>' locked in the emibrace
of liquor. It wvas a terrible alternative, but this noble
youtlî shrank not froni what he knew ta be bis dut>'.
He rushed forwvard, resolved, lîke anothier Cassabianc.a,
ta remain at bis post, faithful unto death. He knew too
weIl the condition of hîs father ta caîl ta hini either for
advice or com-maiîd, but iii bis own mind foug.-ht out the
battie between inclination and dut>'. AIl the endearing
ties that baund hini ta that rough board shaiîty, and
seenmed ta lie across the track of bis duty, only served, iu
such a suprenie mopment of mental concentration, ta
matke bis way more plain. WVith firnii, quick movemient
he pulied the lever. The engine flished befare bis eycs,


