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The Bishop.of Ranguon has con-
tributed.to the Church News of the.
Diocese an interesting paper om:
the Migsion to the Andamans.
In: gpeaking. of the inbabitants he.
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The - Nicobarese have some
dim, ill-defined notion of & Su-
perior. Beiug, .though they haye no
'word inl Aheir language to repre-
sent God... The word they use sig-
nifies “up, there,” “above,” and
.conveys::no-idea of -life: or person-
ality. In their island homes Nattre
lavishes upon. them abundance ofi
food, requiring but little labor, and,
this they regard as the gift-of some’
beneficent being. They notice the
effocts of the moon upon the tides:
and the weather, and  they think
thiat the Good Spirit dwells in the
moon, and fancy they can even.
trace his features . as he guzes upon
the earth. In their. votive plates
they sometimes Tepresent. -tlie
“ Giver of All” in human form,
dreseed it a skirt made of riikses,
They consider this" being 18 kind
‘and good, and has no wish {6 hiry
‘them. They offer no worship tc
.him, nor haye they any idols to re-
mipd them of him. But though
they -are. thus .indifferent io, the
-gervico of thegone whom they -be-
‘love to‘befriend - thém, & largs por;
‘tion ¢f the timé and ‘thoughts of
man, woman and child are devoted
to conciliating* the ‘evil one“and
disembodied’ spirits. The lives of
tlie Nicobareso are.rendered utter-
ly misorable by their constant ab-
ject terror of .the unseon world.
They impoverish thémselves to offer
bribes o, the ‘spirifs, which Hhey
suppose to be ready to pounce
down and eat the life out of them.
To these spirits théy asoribe sick-
ness, death and misfortuncs of all
'kinds. They dread even the spirits,
of : their ' parents: and -relatives,. im-/
ngining the soul in its disembodied:
stato to_be utterly nmiserable, and|
‘ever,trying to return'to life in"the,
body, and to enjoy again its canoes,:
coconnuts and pigs. As marriage!
fonsts impovorish the Hindus, so
the Nicolarése spend’ their goods
on denth fpagts, which ,are held on:
the -dny ‘of -death, - three -months:
_afterwards;’ dnd: three- years after!
death. In-large families these
mourning festiyals are almost con-|
tihwous - thrbd%}i life; - Invitdtions
are sent oufi:by. strips of rattan,
knotted, edch knot representing &
day. " The hame 6f the decerised ‘is
nevor mentiontl; he is* called son,
or-elder.brother, or -by..some:other
title.. This custon’ affects; the Jan-
gunge;: for ifthe dead: man's name
18, fowl,” the sword . chiiribh be. é:
oated, and:some new Word: must
Eé invonted: for the-bird \thus.de:
gignited. The friendscoms, bring:
ing presents of ‘betel, spears, cloth;
&B. ThBhOdyLiBW“h ﬁv,eqtlmes,
and then wrappediin the'new cloth
thus collevtedi: It is placed on the
denth plank, over which:there is a
shidt ‘of wild' bétel “bark. - On-'the
bark are geyera) layeigof cloth, the
more the: better, for the apirit is to
hide himselftinthem, and go be Te-

/|:mayed, wrhen the viands are thrown
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‘arpund;; snd: plaging their. elhows

J&c-i(‘ }'ﬂhiﬂh, ' lwit'h
-main; there. . till the body, is re-

outt for the dogs and, pigs, 1.

The body is then removed-t0 8
grave behind the house, upon which;
-thiy plate the propdrty-of thayde.
-ceabed, ‘his.‘paddles, bpears;.cloth,:
‘boxed; &o.'-Thd. mourners return.
ito-the housd and’” preserve: silence;
for some:time. .‘."r.’lPhreeudnymaf‘ter,’
(buvinlia.coeked fowl;, pork, riceand;
[DAndanps paste :are glnqedm the:
-graye, 1, Af the second death fegst,’
whichy tales -place: three; months!
later, the branches of & certain tree
are;hung.up in the house, which,
aresupposed. to, attract the spirits
of the dead., - At all feasts the man-
Joene, . witch-doctor . and. priest is
very, busy. . He is plied withstrong
(drink, under:the influence of whi¢h
e -is very, clever in<discovering
spirits. At sunset the grave is vis-
.ited, and the.women. decorate it
with, wreaths;.and. sll night the
priests #igg, and the. women cry.
‘&'h,re,e -years after burial comes .the
third;;; feast, of : koroak or bongs.
.For;months hefore the womeh, are
.bpsy sewing natrow strips of Tur-
key. yod: cloth worn by men, and:
tho short blue skirte worn by, .wo-
men. These are hung up in the
‘house til} the whole roof, sides and
floor are covered. "As the day ap-
:proaches. the knotfed rattan invita-
tions are sent out; a,portico made
of young cocoanuts is at the en-
trance, and 'on agéending theé ladder
and entering the ‘rodm you gee
‘huridreds of yaids of calico, ss well
a8 hanidkerchiofs torn in strips’; in

‘humak “figires; betweer these a

the opulent Nicobarere jndulge. in
are tall hets aud” epoons.” Iniour

or twelve tall hats, 8o antique in
shape that it 'must- be ‘nearly time
for them to comeinto'fashion again,
As for the spoons, they were.of all
sizes, teaspoons, desertspoons, table-
spoons, -and of great. variety in
shape. . Some hrad crests. on them;
many. of.. thém' probably were -ob-
tained . from' vessels; wrecked on
these islands:: -The spoons are used
to frighten:awsy evil .spirits, or
worn 8¢, .otnumants. One . young
woman wore a-number of spoons
and a.5¢up ladle suspended from a
cane-round-her waist. - As the foast
begins the spoons are rattled, the
%"ngs_;. struck, the™ cocoanuts used
or holding water are smashed, glass
and earthenware ave dashed to the
groand, thé people ery’ Aloadland
tho “spirits'slink' away..:: The.pigs

and atmight there jsriore fénbting;
with dancing. Thehost.distribntes

.?!?Ovéfi W{tl,lwthe”body from the |
Bonse; Some of, thé women, sitting

on -the {hedy, . ory _aloud,, . whilst|}}
others. are, busy; making o fepst,i|
.consigting.of pandanus. paste;’ rice, .
ocosnuts, plantains,, pinespples, ) &,
rpm -and; toddy, |z
ave; placed, near; the head,and re- (s
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Hocted for a sacrifice to the spirit.

| romst-it. ; When the skull is dug up

front of the dgor, two rudely carved.

triangle of wood "about four feet.
from the apex to the base, with
horizontal - athes: of ‘wodd: upon
which are suspéfided a large num-
ber of silver "and electro-plated:
spoons.« The-two uxuries which:

headman’s house. he.showed . me.ten |

are killed, there is a. feast, in the] -
morning; all sleep during the'day, |
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&nd; they. drink::freely .of rum or
toddy:: On the following day, there
id cance racing; and:in the.evening
the,chief «corempny, the exhuming
.of the skull is performed. . The men
smear themselves. with: red';ochre,
.and-the women with saffron. .. The’
poorest and skinniest :of pigs is se-

They feel. for the heart and run.a
sharp pointed stick into it, and then

the'nearest female relative  washes |
it in cocoanut milk, and then rubs:
saffrop on: it,. The lower jaw is:
kept.in its place by strips of new
.clath ,woumf- round the head and
then. it.is .carried: in. procession; to
the-house. . Some let; their tears fall
on the skull, others clasp it to their
bosom. Pigs-intended forslaughter
on the morrow are decorated with
silver ornaments. . On the nextday
they bury the skulls aiain, s large
quantity of torn calico being. placed
on $he headstick at the top of the
grave, . S

"Work or THE PEYSiofAN.—The

scientific men is not how many dis-
eases are, but how few are rof, the
consequences of men's ignorance,
barbarism, _folly, self-indulgence,
The' medical manis felt more ‘gnd
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question which 'is forcing iteelf|
more and more on the minds of|°

mote to be necessary in health as| -
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' . BPECIAL-OFFER

TO . PRESENT:: SUBSCRIBERS.
- RENEWALS of: Subscriptions
expiring betwéen  THIS  Dare
ond the FIEST of JANUARY next
will . be .made. for ome year
from date of expiration of present
Subscription at $1 per.annum, pro.
vided remittance therefor be made
strietly, . within- ome- month from
date hereof and directly to this office
without ‘the intervention of can-

vasser of agent. N
. Subscribers in .arrears- will be
allowed like privilege, if renewal
order ot above rate be accompanicd
by arrears-in full.” '

_ Examing LABEL and take advan-
tage of this: offer.  Address
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