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MISCELLANEOUS.

YALUFE OF TIIE BIELE.

Froum the death-bed of his friend, Mis. Henry
Thornton, Mr. Wilkerfore went to a meeting of
the Brighton Dible Society. ¢ When he entered
the room,’ says an eye-witness, «he seemed so
pale and fatigued, taat his Hiends feared he would
acarcely be able to speak. But he no sooner en-
tered on his suhject, than his countenance lighted
vp~-he becamo onimated and impressive.’—
< Had it not been,” he said, ¢ for onc painful
circumstance, it was not my intention to have
been present at this meeting to-day ; for 1 have
been compelled lo cuib the zeal which | always
feel to attend on occasions like this, by making it
a rule to myself to decline being present at such
meetinzs, in places of whick [ am not a regular
inhabitant, that L may not become too obvious and
tav intrusive.  But to-day I have broken this
rule; for { am just come from a scene i which
the value of the book which it is your objeet to
disperse, is displayed as with a sunbeam. 1T dare
not withhold suich a testimony as it furnishes to
the healing and victorious efficacy of the inspired
volume. I am come from a chamber in wkich a
widowed mother, surrounded by her soon to he-
come orphan family, is enabled to look the last
enemy calmly in the face; herself possessing a
peace which even the waves of Jordan cannot
rofle, because it is the gift of God 3 her children
in some degree enabled to anticipate for her the
hope of glory. [t is a scene which must be wit-
nessed to produce its full eflect upon the hedit—a
scene such as, if I had not myself witnessed, 1
cauld not have adequately imagined—a happiness
felt in the moments of the déepest cutward de-
jection and sorrow, an elevation above the evils
and trials of this mortal life. Trials, did [ call
them! Triumphs, let me rather say, of the be-
liever’s faith, And let me ask, is this consolation
in affliction, (his hope in Jeath, anything peculiar
to their particalar circumstances or tempet. of
mind; any family secret which they alone possess,
and from which men in general are excluded-?—
No,ssiry it is that which the blessad word of God
offers to all who will embrace it; and, therefore,
how could 1 but come and congratulate you and
this dssembly, on being permitled to be the ho-
noured instenments of the Almighly, in diffusing
sinch a cordial as this through a dying fvorld !—
How could I but rejoice in being allowed to join
with yod in endeavouring to circulate these im-
peiishable blessings! Tt is true, indeed, some
tears of mortality will fall, when we see a friend
descending into the dark valley of the shadow of
death, and the morlal frame sufferin: in its last
sgonies. ¢ Jesng wepl,? anil he will allow his
people to weep also; he will pardon and pily
the tears we shed from human infirmity. Bat,
notwithstanding this nataral sorrow, it is the
blessed Txivilegc of the work in which we are
engaved, whilst its end is glory to God. in the
highest, the way by which it conducts us is plea-
saniness and peace; and. it . gives us substantial
vielory over the last enumy, whom, sooner or lat-
er, we must all of us individnally encounter ;, for
it is not only in the din and confusion of haltle
that the spirit may be so raised as to brave dang-
er, and not turn away the eye from death when
it stares you in the face. This may arise from
the mere excitement of the occasion, or frem
driving away all thonght ahout the consequences
of death. But in the cool and silent hours of re-
flection, a nobler and more genuine courage may
be evinced ; and in the chamher of sicknese, and
from the hed of death, the soiil, leaning on the
word of her God, may meet that enemy without
alarin, and calmly say, ¢ O death ! where is. thy
sting% O grave { where is thy victory ?° P Life
of Wilberforce. BT ' :

- AN INTREPID PROPESTANT IN HUMBLE LIFE.
Bsnu_.\nn/qp: PavLisay, a native of I'rance, was
barn in Agen at the close of the fifteenth century,
. His parents ocenpying a humble station in life, he
was entirely indehted to his awn unquenchable.
energy and persevorance for. the -suécess which
crowned his industry,  The orizinal occupation;
of Palissy was that "of a draughtsman; to, which’
ursuit he added land-surveying. - Accilent hav-
g thrown into his hands an enamelled cup, he
wis immedialely seized with the -'désire of im-
proving the art, and thenceforward, relinquishing
all ather oceupations, gave up his whole time,
mind, ahd substance, during several years, to the

prosecution of experimen!s on the composition of
enamel. He had himself given a narrative of
lis labours, sacrilices, and sufferings during the
progress of his pursuit, which is intensely in-
teresting.. In this account, Pelissy represents
himself as alternately planning and building, de«
molishing ‘and rebuilding his furnace, at every
step buoyed up "by hope, and as often met, but
not subdued, by disappointment ; the object of
remonstrance and derision’ to his nssociates, sub-
ject to the expostulations of his wife, and witness
to the silent but irore elognent reproaches of his
children. o other respects, Palissy proved him-
gelt an amiable as well as a highly gifted man;
for, notwithatanding that his efforts were ultiinate-
ly crowied by success,—~that standard whereby:
the judgment of mankind is most easily and,
therefore, most usually formed,—one might hesi-
tate to applaud a degrve of perseverance, which,
for so long a.time, materially interfercd with the
welfare of his family. Amidst all this scene of
deprivation and disappointment, Palissy bore out-
wardly-a cheerful countenance, and throughout
the lengthened trial, confined within the dungeon
of his-own breast, those feelings of bhillerness
which he has so forcibly described as being his
pottion. Nor did the firfiness of his character
forsake him for a moment to.the end of his life.—
Being a Protestant, and having ventnred, in some)
of his lectures, to prominlgate facts which made
against- the dogmas of the priests, he was, when
in his pihetieth year, dragged by the infuiiate
zeal of'these fanatics to the Bastile, and died with
consistent firmness within irs walls. His heroic
reply, while thus imprisoned, to Henry IIL, isy
shove all praise. ¢ My good man,”? said the
king, ¢¢if you cannot conform yourself on the
malter of religion, I shall be compelled to leave
yon in the hands of my enemies.” ¢ Sire,” re-
plied the intrepid old man, “I was already wil-
ling to surrender my. life, and could my regret
have acoompanied the action; it must assuredly
have vanished upon hearing the great King of
France say, ¢ I am compelled.’ This, Sire, is a
condition to which those .who force you to act
conlrary to your own good disposition can never
redice me ; because | am prepared:for.death, and
because your whole people have nol the power to
compel a simple potter to bend his knee before
images which he has made.”? .

TRAITS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH AND COURACE,

In a country town of Numidia, in a. n. 303, un-
der the reign of the Roman ‘Empereg Diocletian,
a body of Christians, among whom was a hoy of
very tender age, were seized in the house of a
reader, where they were assembled for Scripfural
instruction, and for the celebration of the com-
munion, They were led away lo Carthage to
the tribunal of the proconsul, singing on‘the road,
aon%? of praise to God. Torture was employed]
on the greater part of these, in order to_ wring an
avowal from all, In the midst of his (orments’
one of them cried out, ¢ Ye sin, tinhappy meb,
ye sin, ye punish the ‘ipnocent,. we. are no mur-
dere's, we have deceived no man; God have
merey on thee. | thank thee, God t'and give me
strength (o suffer. for .thy name! [ree thy ser-
vant from the slavery of this world. I thank thee,
and yet I am unable to thank thee. To the
glory of God ! ¥ thank the Lord of the kingdom.
The eternal, the incorruptible kingdom is at hand :
oh! Lord Christ, we are Christians, we are thy
servants, thou art our hope I On [#is praying
thus, the pioconsul: saidito him, ¢ You ought to
have obeyed the imperial-edic!,’? and he answered
with a spirit full of power, though his body was
weak and exhausted, ¢ I now revere- only the
law of God which 1 have learnt. For this law
will | die, in this law do I become -perfect, and
‘besides it there. is. no other.” Anotherin the
midst of the torlure prayed thus: ¢ Help me, O
Christ! I pray thee, have pily on me; l:eep my
gouly preserve my spirit, that I may not be
breught to confusion. O give me strength to
suffer.”? To the reader in whose -house the as-
semblages had taken .place, the proconsul said,
% You ought not to have received them.” - He
veplied, €¢I could not decline to receive mf' bre-
thren.? The proconsul : ¢ But the imperial edict
ought-to have outweighed these.considerations.”
The feader: « God is more_than the Emperor.”
The_proconsel : < Have. you.then Holv. Seriptures
i your houge 92 The martyr: ¢ Yes, I have
them, but it is in my heart,”. "On the same occa- |
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Victoria; whose father and hother wese still hea-
thens. Her brother Fortuunastianus teok care to
be present to move her to an abjurat ony and thus
obtain her freedom. When she Stedfastly avowed
that she was a Christian, her brother gave out
that she was of unsound mind ; but she declared,
¢ [t is my firm and stedfast conviction, 1 have
never changed.””  When the proconsul asked her
whether siié would go with her brother, she said,
¢ No, for  am a Christian, and they are my bre-
thren who obey God’s commands.”>  The procon-
sul thought thal he wonld eas’ly frighten' the boy
Hilarianus by threats alonie, hut evenin this:boy
the power of God showed that it was mighty.—
« Do what you will,”? he said, ¢ | am a Chrig-
tian.”— Neander's History of the Christian Re-
ligion and the Church during (he three first Cen-
turies. i

THE INFLUENGE OF MUSIC UPON SERPENTS.

Tue wonderful effect which music preduces on the
setpent Lribes, which is alluded to in the Sacred
Wrilings, is conlitmed by the testimony of seve-
ral respectable mederns,  Adders swell at the
sound of a Hute, raising themselves up on the one
half of their body, turning themselves rownd,
heating proper lime, and following the instru-
ment. Their head, naturally round and long like
an eel, hecomés broad and flat like a fan. . Tha
tame serpents, many of which the Orientals keep
in their houses, are known to leave their holes
in hot weather, at the sonnd of a musical instru-
ment, and run upon the performer. Dr. Shaw
hiad an opportanily of seeing a numbes of ser-
pents keep exact time with the Dervishes in their
citcplatory dances, running over their heads and
arms, turning when they tumed, and slopping
when they stopped. The rattlesnake acknow-
ledizes the power of music as much as any of bis
family, of which the followinyg instance is a deci-
sive proof :—When Chateanbriand was in Cana-
Ja, a spake of that species entered their encamp-
ment ;. a young Canadian, one of the parly, wip
could play on the flute, to divert his associates,
advanced againet the serpent with his new spe-
cies of weapon. ¢ Qn the approach of liis enemy
the haughty teptile curled himself into a epiral
line, flattened his head, inflated his cheeks, con-
tracted bis lips, displayed his envenomed fangs,
and his, bloody threat ; his double tongue glowed

Nlike two flames of fite ; his eyes were burning

coals ; his body, swoln with rage, vose and fell
like the bellows of a forge ; his dilated skin ‘as-
sumed.a dull and scaly appearance ; and:his:tail,
which sounded the denunciation of death, vibrat-
ed with sp great rapidity as to resemble a light
vapour. - The Canadian now hegan to play upon
his flute, the serpent started with surprise, and
drew back his head. f[n propotlion as he wea
struek with the magic effect, his eyes last their
ierceness, the oscillations of his tail hecame
slower, and the sonnd wlich it emitled became
weaker, an¢ gradually dicd away. Less perpen-
dicular upon their spiral line, the rings of the
fagcinated’ rerpent were by degrees expanded,
and sunk ane after another. upon the gronnd i
concentric circles, The shades of azure, green,
white and gold recovered their brillianey on his
quoivering skin, and slightly turning his bead, he
temained motionless, 11 the atlitude of attention
and pleasure. At this moment the Canadian ad-
vanced a few steps, producing with his flute
sweet and simple notés. The reptile, inclining
his variegated neck, opened a passage with: his
head through the high grass, and began to greep
after the musician, stopping when "he stopped,
and beginning to follow him again as soon as he
moved forward.” In this manner he was led out
of their camp, altended by a great number of
spectators, both savages and Europeans, who
could scarcely believe their'eyes, when they be-
held this wonderful effect of harmony. . The as-
sembly unanimously decreed thal the serpent
wbich had 80 highly-entertained them should he
permitted to escape.~. Carpenter’s Scripture Na-
tural History.

;' DISCONERY OF A NEW RACE.
A 1.e1TER from Slockbolm of Sept. 7, says.—Tho
Swedish brig Bull, Capt. Warngresh, has_just
returied ‘after a three years’ voyage. On her
arrival.at Port Philip, New South "Walég, she
was freighted by an. English firm. lo visit theso
small Islands of the Pecitic, and obtain for manu-

ston, there was among ihe prisoners a girl named |

factured goods sandal wood and other articles
suited to the China market. During this voyage,



