
CANADA NOT INDEPENDENT

portunity for future development
than any other citizenship in the
world. There is scarcely an im-
portant article of liberty, indeed, inthe governinent of Europe and
America whieh has nlot been copied
to somne extent from Great Britain.
For Canada, then, to eut adrift fromt
tbis abounding source of original,
civil and political freedom is certain-
Iy flot the path of safety. For Can-
ada to declare her independence, and
tuns at Ieast to lessen in some mca-
sure the relationship -which binds her
to British liberties, traditions and
pclitical ideals, would certainly mean
a very sensible diminution of per-
sonal liberty and personal richness of
sentiment, character and citizenship,
for every Canadian citizen. It is
probable, indeed, that history has
never offered to any people a poli ti-
cal ideal of sucé splendid opportuni-
ties for free development as the îdeal
of a united British Pederation of
freenations. Walter Pater says in
"Marins, thc Epieurean," "The
mere senise of belonging to a systemt
-an Imnperial system, or organisa-
tion-has in itself the expanding
power of a great experience," and he
xnight have added that this power ia
itself nothing else than the expansive
power of human freedorn. Such an
ideal is too attractive to minds of
vision to easily pasa away.

This problem of Canadian auton-
omy seems, however, to be of
peculiar lnterest to some of the people
of the French race in the Province of
Quebec. Fortunately, however, the
British Empire is not founded upn
race. This i. not to be an Anglo-
Saxon, but a British Empire. Ethno-
logically, perhaps, the Frenchi people
of Quebec are nearer the original
British blend than any other race in
the Empire. The Empire will, there-t
Fore, b. theixs ln a peculiar sense.
Even Great Britain herself is not one
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and this friendship is net even yet
forgotten. No truc Imperialist eancavil for a moment with French. sen-
timent. The French people of Que-
bec cherish their language, their reli-
gion and their race. They would be
ingrates if they did not. A il
British people respect this sentiment
in othe.rs as they cherish it in thiei-
selves. .It la hy cherishing, and not
repressing, such noble sentiments, ln-
decd, that nations and empires be-
corne vital and strong. The British
Federation is designed solely as apolitical union, in which ail races
wvho dwell within its border., and who
are capable of self-government, willenjoy the very mnaximium of personal
and political frecdom consistent with
Christian morals. Indeed, perhaps,the very finest resuit of such a union
wifl be the final breaking down of
that race prejudice whichý ha. been
the cause of so mueh jealousy and
wvar in the past, for we are to he not
merely a British Union, but also aChristin Union. We propose to
adop>t British forms of government
Only because they are everywhere
acknowlcdged to be the freest and
the best, and because moat of uis have
been living under them already for
a century or more, and, perbaps, we
may add, indeed, that this is the only
sense in which the Empire can b.
called B3ritish at ail. We have noquarrel with the Nationalist propa-
ganda so far as it la designed to fos-
ter Frenc~h sentiment, but where we
do question it la nt thxe point where
it struggles te enlist that sentiment
in the interests of a narrow and re-
stricted Canadian seetiorjalism.

What then caui Canada do? Pos-
sibly 31r. Ewart, like many others,think"- that we should formally de-elare Canadian independence and
lien allow the Empire b> survive uin-ler the formn of a merely sentimental
~Iliance. Unfortunateiîy1 however,
;his theory la based upon an impos-[ible philosophy similar t> the theory
which confuses autonomy and inde->endence, te which we have already


