
OUR AUTUMN NIGHT SKIES
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Mother of balms and soothings manifold,
Quiet-breatbd Nigbit who-se brooding

bhoars arc seven.
To wbomi the voices of ail rest are giveni,

And those few stars whosle scattered nam"eS
are tcild.

Far off teyond the %wesýtward hilis outroîled,
Darker ihani thou, inore stitl, More drearmy)

The golden inooii Jeans in the dusky
heaven,

Ad under lier one star-a point (if gold:
Andi al go slawIY Iingeritig toward 1 le west,
As WC go down forge(tufly to our rest,

Weary of' dayt ine, tired of noise and ligbt:
Ah, lu Was tirne that thou %hould'st corne;

for WC
Were %ore athirsi, and had great nect o thee,

Thoua sweet physician, balniy-bosaned
N igbt .

L AM PMAN'S poetic apostrophe to a
bamrestful night, followirtg

tapon the. beats andi worries of the day,
rnsy be paraphrased in the prose of the.
silver-tongued Flammarion, who says
that the profound silence of a starry
nlgit presents an appropriate scene to
Our contemplative faculties, and that
no otiier time is more propitious to the.
elevation of the. mind towards the
bnauaties of the heavens, for night is,
in trutb, "the. bour of solitude in
which the. soul -is regenerated ini the
universaI peace."

?<ow, as the. glowing montb of Sep-~
tember le one of the. most suitable
uiontiis for a contemplation of the
splendours of the. night sky, andi as
meny of our readers are under country
skes wbere these spiendours rnay be
best obsered, it may b. opportune ta
invite their attention especially, ami
that of others generally, ta, saine of the.
advantages presenteti by titis season

of theear fr earning something use-
ful nd peasrabl ofthe stars.

Carlyle ln hlm old age grumbleti be-
cueIsoniebody" b.d not taught

imu the constellations andi madie him
at home in the starry heavens,
& ,wbldth," be exclimeti, "are ulways

oeha, ami wblch 1 do not haif
knwto titis day." T'h. Sage of

thausands. Who is there who loves
Nature ami yet loves flot the. stars, pos-
subly the most splendid exemplification
of the. worlcs cf Nature ? Who does
flot on a brilliant starlighit night almoat
involuntarily turn ta look for familiar
stars ami conspicuausi stargrps
which as one's knowledge increases
become more and more like olti friends,
and therefore, as tiiey reappear froin
season to season, more anti more wel-
corne? Many a vigil bas been les
lonely, many a long ride or drive les.
irksome, andi many a trackless voyage
less dreary because the. watcher or thie
traveller was abl. ta commune, as it
were, with well-knawn constellations
or abjects about which graup mytha-
logical lare and legeid, or which cal
to mind famous abservers or diecover-
ies ini the. work of researcht, or suig-
gest passages in the. pocsa, who have
ail loved the. stars. One fintis aisa
that in coming ta know the stars, b.
iias greatly improved bis ability ta
appreciate some of the. finest passages
and mast beautiful illustrations ta b.
founti in the. verse of aur best writers.
Milton and Tennyson, for example,
bave almost countless astronomical
allusions, the, true beauty of which lu
perceptible only ta one wbo bas saine
knowledge of astranomy. T'h. sig-
nificance of even sa simple a reference
as tbat by Tennyson to the Charioteer
and starry Uciîni wiien tiiey 'lhung
like glortous crowns o'er Orlon 's
grave low in the veut," is unfar-
tunately bust on many readers. To
one wiia lnowu sometbing of the stars
it indicates the. time of the year, as
does aima ta the wiltifiower lover the
reference ta thie "shining daffatii
deati.» How many rentiers of the
Uines refemrng to

-A single miuty star
Which j, the. second in a lin. of stars
That seen a sword beneath a belt of titre.,"

know viiere ta finti that misty star ln
Orlon, as misty nov as viion Merlin


