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STRANGE STORIES

TOLD AT ELM LOLGE,

3¢ ELLeEN VAvasorr NorL.

1t was a night in Christines” week, and the
stad) party assembled at Elm Lodge—tfor so my
Louse was enlled—liad gathered araund the wann
fire which glowed brightly in the grate of our
pleasant drawing-room. From a remnrk made
by one of the compeiny, the conversation tarned
upau ghosts, spirits il gobling, andas 1 know
that st persons, whether they profess ar not
to belivve In such things, like to hear storivs
concerning the supernatural, T will relate o fow
that were tald that night.

* Many years ngo,” snid my unele, 41 lived
in Atbany, and my sister Kept house for me,
We had lately moved into aretived streat in the
suburbs of the eity.  The house | hal rented
was uquaing, anclent-looking mansion, buitt in
the Luteh style, aued 1 believe one of the oldest
shwellings in Albany ; but as my nenns were
small, atd the house seemed comfortable enough,
1 did ot mind its antiquated appearance. We
had only been a fiw days in the house, when,
ane night, as | owas lyfug wwake in oy room,
when: 1 adways kept u light burning, my atten-
sion wius most unpleasantly attracted by o dark,
febsertbable object moving sbout above the
Load, Lt was wostmmge-looking muss, the size of
a Larwe bird, but not like one in form, and, with
its appearance, a feeling of awe, such us 1 had
neaver before experienced, erept over e, After
meoving aowhile abave me near the eeiling, to
iy intinite horror, it hegan 1o desvend as §f
abemtt to rest upon the bed.” With an exeluma-
tivn of tereor, | sprang from my couch and stoed
shudidering, ax 1 watched the horrid object as it
came slowly down, It touched the bed, and
then, toomy surprise and relich, it saldendy van.
deal,  Revern]l  times  afterwands, the same
dresdful apparition appeared in my chamber,
aned again perforined the strange wanauvre |
lave just deseribied ;3 every time rousing me
frow my bed to stasd shaking with disgust and
dread in the widdle of the reons. 1 did notsay
suything about this singoelar mightly visitar to
my stster, for, wlthough T Roew her w b sen-
sibde, stronganinded woman, st § thought it
Best to b silent on the sulject, wnd not disturdb
lier by the recital ofv 1o say the least of it--an
unplexsant story, especially as 1 had noticed
that she did not seem as well, or elieerful, as
ustind,  This state of things lasted smne weeks,
when, one night, not earing to retire to bed,
spadiy, pethage, to bebiold: the frightful super-
nataral spectacle, whose appearanie 1 looked |
forwarsd to with perfect horror, 1 was walking
g and down the passage into which my room
ard, alsa, iy sister’s rosm opened cchees Lwing
just at the head of the wide u‘l‘.i-l';\shimn-\l stair.
e, was hetween eleven and twelve o’clock,
stnd thrangh the ol gabled window in the hall
the moun shone brightly.  Suddendy my atten.
tiear was attracted by hearing footsteps cominyg
down the stairs Jeading to the attic. My sister,
1 knew, had retired Jong before to her aparnt.
went, ~o 1 thought it must be Saral, our only
domestie, who eccupied “the upper mgicn, |
stood wnd Ieoked up the stairs, wondering where
shoe conld be going at thag heur, for the woman
{ocaw ansd whe, as | bave said, T supposed was
Saraly, Feod her bonnet on with o white veilover
Ber fuce. She also wore a white shawl and silk
dressy which rustled as she approached.  * Why,
Sarah,” 1 asked, in uwstonishment, * where are
vout going at this the of night ¥ Sie did not
answer 3 bot, as 1 spoke, the g threw aside
bier weil suddenly and looked at me, and then
prassed into oy sister’s roam, the door of which
stood open beside us. The remembrance of that |
face T shiall earry with e to my grave. Tt way
anawful aue, white, ghastly, aud hideous. |
started baek in horror: a sickening sense of
terror came over me, 1 felt as i Twonld faing,
indesd. 1 think that for a few minutes 1 did
lose consciousnesss  What was that horrilile face
and unearthly form which 1, in the bright snoon.
light, so plainly saw beside me 1 Sleep for that
night was banished, for 1 could not shake off
the feeling of horrer nud dread which oppressed
e, lest the awfal being should again sppear to
e, b fully determined to leave the frightful old
house in the morning, snd while at breakfust,
told iy sister what had occurved the night be-
fare, anid how several times 1 had been alarmed
by the frightful object which had appeared in
wy apartment,  What was my surprise to learn
that shivalso had been disturbied almost every
night by feeling some invisible presence near
her, oppressing Jior heart with s sense of intense
dread, . Like mysell, not believing in the super-
matnral, she was nnwilling to speak of what she
cauld ot in any way aceonnt for, but what she
hadd sutlered in silénce eansed the changs in her
health and spirits, of which [ have spoken. 1
did not wonder at it, when I thought of the
hideous, unearthly form 1 had seen going into
ber chamber, and which, no doubt, was her
dread unseen visitor..  Before night we loft that
liaunted house, aud although L am now m okl
jwan, the remembrance “of the awful sights ]
there witnessed has pever been effaced from my
mewory.,”’ i

The following incidents. were velated hy one
of our Iady visitors: T

“ Not very long ago,” shebegan, ¢ my family
lived in alarge stone wansion, in one of the
principnl streets of -the city of Ko While
residing thers, 1 was not disturbed by any su-
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the family were, except on one occasion ; but
thut very strange things happened during the
two years we lived there | wust allow.  The
houso, ns 1 have stated, was a Inrge one. In
the third story my brother occupied a small
roomt at the end of a long, narrow passage.
While lying awnke late one night, he hesrd
foutsteps eoming alonyg this passage, and some
one, the rustling of whose dress lie distinetly
wereeived, entered his room and atood beside hiy
wd. e was a boy of about fourteen years old,
brave, spirited, and one who had no belief in the
existence of ghosts, but on that oceasion, an un-
aecountable feeling of drend oppressed him, and
b was so terribly frightened that he buried his
head Leneatl the clothes,  After a while, when
he recoversd himsell a Jittle, e called out loud.
Iy, stavtling some of the family from their sleep.
My futher weut to him and saw, at once, from
hig appearance and mwanuner, that he had been
dreadinlly alarimed, nor would he remain any
Tonger in the room, but moved his bed that night
to another apartnient,  The anly time I suffered
any alarm was being suddenly awakened one
night, by my sister nsking me i startlal tones,
who that was standing at the foot of our bed 7
I was too much frightened to laok who or what
it was, for, with the exclamation ‘Oh ¢ do hush ¢
I quickly deew the coverlet over my face. My
sister, however, declared that she plainly saw
the figure of a woman-—a little woman, dressed
in black. standing silentiy in the morning dawn
at the foot of the bed,  The apparition, as she
~alled ot 1o me, vanished.  Again, one night,
Ioug after every one had retired to rest, some
onie wits heard, through the silence which per-
caded the house, to run guickly up the long
stairense.  Another strange eivaumstanee which
ovenrred was this.  To the honse there was an
untinished attic, but it had no communication
with the rest of the dwelling, except by asort of
trap door in the third story. As there were no
stairs, or even a ladder, ascending to the attie,
no one coull possibly get up there. At the side
of the heuse, ander the roof, there was in this
attic a siall window, A gentleman, an intimate
friend af curs, in passing down the street one
day, bappensl tr glanee up at this window. He
tioticed :th. ther was some oue sitting there ;
the foupe of an old man he tookittobe, Ashe
theught it ruther singular, a day or fwo after-
wards, he mentioned the circumstance to v
brother.  Afier leaving the honse, we learned
that our family was not the only one troubled
by unacesuntable  occurrences in that old
dwelling.”

Another of the staries told by a gentleman of
the party wus as follows :

“ When a young man, | residel with my
mother and sister, in a house situated at the
coriet af Ao e aml Lo streets) in Moutreal.
The honse was pleasantly loeated, and in quite
a theroughture, but even at that time, it was not
a modern dwelling.  One afternoon, wy mother
—-who wias by no means of a nervous or faneiful
temperament---wiy sitting at work near one of
the windows at the back of the house, overlaok.
fug the yarl. Ay she turned her head for a
moment and laoked out, to her amazement she
distinetly saw an open grave in the middle of
the yard, and at the same instant, she observed
the figure of a litle old man, strngely dressed
in seme ancient costume, going tawards it. She
called out 1o my sister, who was in the apart-
ment, to ook out ; bnt when she reached the
window, both the vawuing-grave aud odd-look.
ing old man had disappearad.

Another time T was out Jate one night, and
on my return home my mother hearing mo at
thi door came down to let mie in. While in the
act of unlocking the door she heard a step bes
side her, and instantly alterwards some one
struck her ou the shoulder. She eried out in
abarm, - 1 heard her and drawing my knife-—
the only weapon which 1 possessed—from wmy
packet, hastily openad it and stood ready o
defend her, as s{\c threw  back the deor. 1
sprang into the hiall, bat to my surprise encoun-
tered iy mother ouly, instead of some midnight
robher whom I, on hearing her seream, had
imagined.was hid in the house and had attacked
her.

On oue other secasion- an ineident oceurred
for’ which we also could never account. My
sister was in her room one evening abont dusk.
While erossing the apartment she beheld, in the
passage outside, the form of # woman standing
at’ the windaw, which was at the foot of the
stairs leading to the third storey. She was
attired in a loose flowing robe, her arms were
crossed over her breast, and her face was pressed
closely against the window as she apparently
peered carnestly into the street below. While
wy sister in silent terror gazed at her she sad-
denly tarned from the windaw snd vanished up
the stairs heside her.  As my sister was quite
alonein the house and no one could possibly
have entersd it withant her heing nware of’ the
fact, her appearance there to this day has re-
mained p mystery to us.

The last story was {old by one of the yonug
ladies af the party, who commenced by saying
Last winter 1 wont with my sister to visit
some friomds. who lived in the conntry.  Our
apartnient wasa large one in the front of the
house, and- being tired ‘out-hy our journey we
soon fell asleep after vetiving to our chamber:
Saddenly 1 was awakened and beenine at onee
conscious that some one was in the room. It
was a3 T linve said a large apartment with: three
windows in ‘it through which-the: moon shone
Lrightly. - On looking around t pereeiverd \}';|lk~
ing slowly up and down the wom the tall figure
of a woman with her head wrapped wp and her
face fovered by her s 1 was greatly
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alarmed and lay almost breathless watching this
strange form, a4 in the bright moonlight i
preed the roomn apparently in great trouble. 1
did not awake my sister, for 1 wastoo much
frightened either to move: or speak.. Presently
the figure came towards the bed.  You may im-
agine my terror atits approsch. Nenrer it came
until it bent over me, the lips woved and in
hollow tones it said, “* 'm cold. Let me in.”’

These words dispelled the terror which had
seized me, for [ saw that the being beside me
wis one of flesh and blood, and no spirit us |
had faneied.  The lady was a relative of the
family who arriving late that night after every
one had gove to bed, came in by the back door
which was unfastened, and proceeded upstairs
to the spare room which we occupied. As she
was suffering from a severe toothache she had
muftied her head and walked the floor until the
pain had subsided a little.

This is my story, she added, and although at
the time of its oceurrence it was quite as fright-
ful to me as some of those 1 have just listencd
to, yet it will not, 1 am sure, be us much apypre.
ciated by you ag those authenticated ghost
stories which have been related this evening.

BLENNERHASSET IN MONTREAL.

Your article on Blennerhasset in the issue
of the 3rd inst., asking any particulars connected
with this unfortunate family during their resi-
dence in Montreal, has induced to send you
the following :—

Blennerhasset quite disheartened, and being
cramped by endorsements for Colonel Burr,
amounting to $30,000, sold out his plan-
tation in Misgissippi and moved tc Montreal,
One of his intimate friends of former days was
the Governor, of the Provinee (Sir George Pre-
vost, I believe), and had invited him to come,
with the promise of an appointment to a seat
on the Beneh for which he was well qualified.
But misfortune svemed still to puresue him.  He
had scarcely reached Montreal ere his friend
the Governor was removed from othice, and all
his hopes were frustrated,  His friends urged
him to return to England with the assurance
of alncrative post from the Government. He
retarned but to be again disappointed.

While inthis city, when blighted hopes and
prospeats of poverty were thickening around
them, Mrs. Blennerhasset wrote her beautiful
poem entitled, ** The Deserted Isle.”

Jt was the outgushing of her heart in lament-
ing over the once happy home on Blennerhasset
Island, Olio.

t here give you a few of the stanzas—

“ Like mournfu) echo from the silent tomd
Thut pines away upun the midaight atr,
While the pale moon breaks out with fitfal gioomn,
Fond memory turns with sad, but weleame care
‘To seenes of desolation aud despair,
Onea bright with all that bernty could bestow,
That peace conld shed, or youthful faney know,

To the fuir isle reverts the pleasiug dream :
Ajpain thou risest in thy green attire,
Fresh us at finnt, thy blooming graces seem,
Thy groves, thy fields, thy wonted sweets respire ;
Agnin thon’rt k)l my heart conld e'er desire,
Oh! why, dear isle, art thou not still my awn,
Thy channs conld then tor ail my gricls atone,

For many Dliseinl moments there 've known,

Ton wany hopes have there met their decay.

Tou many feslings now forever gone ;

To wish that thou wonlidst ere again display
The joyfal colouring of thy prime array 3
Ruried with thee, 1ot thew remain u blot,
With thee, their sweets, their bitterness forgot.

And Oht that I could wholliy wipe away
The mem’ry of the ills that work'd thy fall,
The wem’ory of that all-eventful day
When Iretarned, sl found my own fuir hall
Held by an infariate populace in thratll,
My own fireside blockaded by a band
That anen found food und sbhelter at my hand,

My ehiidren, (Ob ! a wother’s pungs farbear,

Nor strike nizain that arrow throngh my soul,)
Clasping the ruthans in suppliant prayer,

To free their mother from unjuss contral,
While with filse arimes, anid immprecations fonl

‘The wretches, vitest refuse of the earth,

Mock furisdiction held around wy hearth:

Sweant isle ! methinks L see thy busom torp

Ajrain behold the rathiless rabble throng,
That wrought destruetion, taste must ever maurn ;
Alast T see thee now, shall see thew long,
Yot pe'er bitter feelings urge the wrong,
That to 4 mob wouhl give the vensure dne .
To thase that anm’d the plunder-greedy crew,

JOouN NokN.
Montrenl, 6th February, 1877,

MAXTIMS OF THE TABLE.

Brillat-Savarin is the author of these sayings :

I. The Universe is nothing except through
life, und everything which  lives . nourishes
itself, :

I1. Animals feed ; man eats; a man of wit
and breeding ulone knows how to eat.

111, The destiny of nations depends on the
way in which they nourish themselves. )
““IV. - Tell me what vou eat, and [ will tell you
what you sre,

V. The Creator, in obliging man to eat in-

order that lie may live, invites him by appetite,
and rewards him by pleasurve. o _

V1. Tuste ix an net of our jusdgment, by which
we aceord the. preference. to things: which are
palutable over those which are not. - -

V1L The pleasures of the table are for all
wgtes, all conditions, all conntries, and all days ;
they can’ associnte themselves witho all other
pleasures, and remain to console us for their
lass.

VII1. The dining-room is the only place
where you are never bored during the first hour. ~
1X. The discovery of a new dish does more
for the happiness of the human_ race than the

discovery of a new constellation. '

“ X. Those who get an indigestion, and those
who get drunk, know neither how to cat nor
how to drink. -

XI. The order of edibles is from the more
substantial to the lighter.

X1I. The order of the drinks is from the
lighter to the more heady and more perfumed.

XHIL. To asgert that there should  be no
change of wines at dinner is a heresy; the
tongue surfeits itself ; and, after the third
¢lasy, the best wine produces but a dull sensa-
tion.

XIV. A dessert withont cheese is even
fair wornan who lacketh an eye.

XV. A man may becowe a cook, but he must
be born a roaster.

XVJ. The most indispensable quality in a
cook  is punctuality ; the same. quality is re-
quired of a guest. )

XY11. To wait too long for a guest who is
late is a want of politeness for all who are pre-
sent.

XV, He who receives his friends, and be-
stows no thought on the meal to e prepared
for them, is unworthy te have friends.

NIX. The mistress of the house cught al-
ways to assure herself that the coffen is excel-
lent ; the master should see that the wines are
ol the hest brand.

XX. To invite any one to dinner is to make
yourself responsible for his happiness during
the time he is under your roof.

as a

EPHEMERIDES.

The second meeting of the Sunday School
Parliament and Bible Conterence, will be held
on Wellesley Island, (one of the fumous ““ Thou-
sand Islands™ in St. Lawrence River, lyving be-
tween Gauanoque, Canada, and Clayton, N.Y.))
August 20 to 31st, 1877, Rev. W, F, Crafts
will b Conductor, as before, assisted by Mrs,
W F. Crafts, in charge of Primary Department
Work, and leading Christian workers from Ca-
nada and the United States, who will sovn be
announced,  The first five days will be devated
to a** Bible Conference ” on methods of Bible
Reading, and the use of ** Bible Headings,” &e.,
while the sevond five days will be given to me-
thods of Sunday School Work and Christinn
Work, including “ Parents’ Tustitute,” ¢ Tem-
perance day,” * Laymen's day,” &e, A Normal
Class will be organized, which will mest twice a
day through the whole session, taking twa
eourses of study of 16 lessons each, with an ex-
amination and diploma at the clase.  The eve
ings will be given to popular religious addresses
by leading preachers am]l others, and each after-
noon there will be a service adapted to interest
children as well as older ones.  Lodgings can be
secured at low prices and of excellent quality in
tents, cottages, boarding houses and first-class
hotels, while excellent board is furnished at a
large Dining Hall on the grounds. Railroads
and Steamboats will, many of them, bring per-
saus, as last vear, at half fare.  Those who wish
bulletins and progrimines sent them should for-
warid their names ou a Postal Card to Rev. J, F.
Dayan, Watertown., N. Y., Secretary of the
Association of the * Thausand Island Park.”

HYGIENIC.

Warys food is more digestible than eold.

Brerer almonds are said to be a prophylae-
tic ggninst intoxicution.

Me. F. E. Forerstenr cut himself, and try-
ing o stop bDleeding, e did not suececd. notwithstinding
Lo tried to do it in several ways; Sasily the idea struck
Bim to . put on some dry plaster of Paris, which hap-
penad 1o be athand. Tt stoppesd the bleeding at onee.
while it only caused some stinging sensation, lastiug o
minute or twe, bat no ilt effects were experiecneml.

IT cannot be too often pointed out that,
roughly speaking, nobody veed suffer from smallpox
uniess he chooses to do sa; for the experience of the last
epldemic in: London disclosed "the startling fuct that,
whilst vaccloation gave cousiderable protection against
the fiutal effects of the disease, revaceination eounferred
aliost & positive immunity.  Some four ont of 1,400 re-
presented the proportion of attucks amongst the revue-
cinated,

Tue St. Louis Sauitarium is a charitable in-
stitution_for the reformation of drunkarnts aod opiom
exters,  Patients are trested as imuates, and medicine
and sidvice ure also dispensed to sasiders. Non-aleo-
holic tonics are preseribed for thase who habitually re.
sort to sthnnlants when overworked, and lectures am
given fn whiel the prare and consequences at drunken-
nese are deseribed,. The managers now ask that liguor
dealers be taxml to support the Sanitarinm.

Mo 8ax gives the following:  All the mem
wlhg make it their profession to try the wimbinstrutuents
wide at the virious tactorics before sending them off’
for ssle—all, without exceptivn, w my Fnowledge, nre
froe from pulmonary affectivos. 1 have knowsn wmany.
sueh who, on entering on this proféssion, were very de-
licate, and who, thatigh their duty obliged thew to blow’
for hours together, enjoyed perfece health after a certuin .|
thue,  Phe day s oot fur distant, perhaps, when physi-
ciang will have recourse (o our art in onter to conqner
pulmonary disease.

't hias beew supposed by some that the eflvcts
of campressed air on workmen were injurions, but Siebe,
un eminent German hvdraalic engineer, has sstablished,
by a serivs of oxperiments diaring several yoars, the
fuet that workmen working in ‘caissons, ntiaiu, in a short
time, a remarkable degree of comfart; and their chests
become strengthened to & remarkable degree,  He hax
alsg aseertined that pulmonary. complaints  beovine
cured by thas warking under water,  In cansequence of
this, Dr. Carlo Farlanni, of Milan, hus established an

wrothempic ostablishiment, fur- the trentment of pulmon..
ary compluints, . Cen




