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Tuis number begins the ninth volume of Tue
Curistian.  In its first number it claimed to advo-
cato Christianity and it alone, It contended that
mon and womnen can, by the grace of God, become
Christians and enjoy the full blessings of Bis
salvation without becoming sectarians of any kind;
and that a church can be a church of Christ with-
out being a sectarian church, and its members can
hold fast the faith of the Gospel independent of
sty humanly formulated creed in Christendom.
It still advocates the same.

It pleads for the name of Christ, for the Spirit of
Cbrist, for the church of Christ and for the word
of Ctmist. What Christ has done in His death and
resurrection to save the world, and what Ho has
said in His last message of love and mercy to all
the world, Tue CuRISTIAN labors constantly to
let all the world hear and understand thiat they
may be saved by Him. That tho saved may grow
in grace and in the knowledgo of Jesus, Tue
CuRistIAX is constantly bringing before its readers
Bible subjects, especially the teaching of Jesus, on
prayer and other matters of vital importance, and
it strives to encourage such discussions as lead to
Godly odifying rather thanto strife or vain glory.

Tur CHRISTIAN has been greatly oncouraged.
Correspondents have come to its aid, both in
reportiog church news aud other useful informa-
tion, and contributing useful scriptural articles for
its columns. Subscribers and agents have worked
to keep up ita expens:a.  Wo feel thankful for this
and ‘would ask all to kindly continne to do what
they can forit. '

We have assurance, incrensing overy year, that
Tae CoristiaN is doing good, and in more ways
than one. This cheors us.in our efforts to keep it
up, not knowing but our time and work may closo
together. D. €.

A TELEGRAM from Bro. ‘Stewart, from his home,
Soutkport, P. E I, brings to us the sad news of
the death of his mother, which 100k placs on the
evening of the 2lst uit. We sympathize deoply
with our Bro, in his sorrow. May the consolations
of the glurious gospel sustain the sorrowing family
in thoeir sore afiliction,

WHAT WE WANT.

We want to improve Tl CHRISTIAN,

We want you to suggest how this can best be
done,

Wo want to raise its voico so it can bo heard
afar off.

We want a paper that learned and unlearned
wiil delight to read.

Wo want a strong, active, progressive and agresa-
ivo paper, dealing death blowsa to sectarianism, the
rum power and wickedness wherever found.

Wo want all our preaching brethren and all
others to write briof, printed, startling items that
will hit the nail on the head instead of on the
fingor.

Weo want church news, religious items that will
be of general interest, discussion of important
themes, some readable and reprosentative articles
on the peculiarities of our plea.

We want to double the number of subscribers.

Wo want soveral in every congregation to help
us by writing for it, talking it up, getting sub-
scribers.

ITEMS AND NEWS,

Have you said a good word for THE CHRISTIAN
to your friends?

Sreoial attention is directed to the series of
acticles on ** The Disciples of Christ,”” written by
our esteemed editor, Bro. Crawford.
well worth a careful reading,

They are

Tue dovil is seeking to make sin appear respect-
able, Look out for that sin which does not appear
exceodingly sinful.

Bro. WaiLAcE is still preaching in Hants Co.,
N. 8. Twelve have obeyed the gospel at West
Gore. Bro. Wallace is now conducting a series of
meotiogs at East Rawdon.

Wg seldom mention any of the ‘‘good words”
that como to us from our snbscribers, but we get
lots of thom. Here is a specimen from a Brother
in Now York State: * I like the paper; enclosed is
a dollar; send me two copies.” These aro the kind
of “puffs” we want.

Bro. H. Murray has commenced a series of
meetings at Sheflield’s Mills, N. 8., under direction
of the Home Mission Buard.

Srectal Norice.—We shall shortly send out
bills to those of our subscribers who are 1n arrears.
Hundreds of dollars ought to be paid in by those
who have simply neglectea it. We nced the
money now. Brethren, pleaso take the hint,
Send your remittance to J, E. Epwarns, Box 106,
St. John, N. B.

B1ro. GORDINIER has been preaching during the
past month at Lotete and Back Bay, N. B. These
churches have been without a preacher for some
months, We trust that Bro. Gordinier’s labors
may result in awakening a groater intereat among
theso brethron.

Toe printing press which Voltaire sot up in
Fernoy tu demolisk Christianity is now used to

print Bibles in Geneva.

ARITUMETIC For CHRISTIANS.—~If you gave to
God in proportion as He gives to you, how much
would you give?

If God guve to you in proportion as you give to
Him, how much would you get?

Ir's Possinr.e — That a work begun in obscurity
may end in etornity,

StraNaE, BT TRUE. —To bo good is to be great,
no matter how obscure yon may be,

We bhave received the roport of the Foreign
Missionary Socioty, submitted at the annual cun-
vention held at Allegheny City, Pa.

The rveport from the foreign fields are very
encouraging.

China reports a net gain of 25 membera.
31 6 (13

Japan “

India e ¢ 11 “
Lurkey ¢ “ 27 “
Scandinavia ¢ ‘¢ 10 ¢

Total presont membership of churches sustained
by the board, 1,726. Receipts from all sources
during the year, §67,56505.50.

Our spaco this month only allows us to give this
briof abstract from the very excellent roport of tho
work done by the society during the past year.

The fellowing is a sumwmary of the report of the
Goneral Christian Missivnary Society for Home
Missions :

Number of Missionaries and agents for

whole or part time,...... eeteeoane 61
Number of days’labor,......covvniunnns 156,796
Number of sermons and addresses,. . ... . 7,800
Number of conversions,.............. .. 1287
Number of accessions by letter,......... 014
Number of other accessions,............ 548
Number of churches visited and assisted, 181
Number of new places visited,......... . 82
Number of churches organized,......... . 26

Total amount raised, $37,413 43.

We have had Pau-Anglican Synods; we havo
had Pan Presbyterinn Councils; last summer the
first [nt2rnational Cungregational Council was held
in Londun, and now we have the second in the
soties of Ecumenical Dethodist Cenferences,
What do these large world-gatherings indicate if
not the growing spirit of Protestant unity 9 Many
may despair of the final unification of all Protest-
ant bodies. There does not scem to be much
likelihcod that the four points proposed by the
Protestant Episcopal Church will be accepted in
the near future, but sumething practical in the
direction of Christian unity —if not Christian
union—is more than likely to grow out of these
great international gatherings. There is a great
work in Christian unification needing to be done
botween the members of the various denominational
families. The cunsohidation of Presbyterian
branches, of DMethodist brauches, of Baptist
branches, must come before the ultimate question
of the union of Protestant bodies can become a real,
practical question.  So many branches of the
Preshyterian persuasion imply a waste, a wanton
division. Moethodists and Baptista have multiplied
their denowinational families excesstvely; and it is
one of the great uses of the poriodical meeting of
such a conference as that in \Washington to show
how needless and how haraful such divisions are.
— Independent.

That is the kind of doctiino the Disciples of
Christ have Leen teaching for weout sevonty years.
It is graufying now to rculize that the ieligious
world is beginning to acknowledgo its truth,



