
THE PORTFOLIO.

Re.solved that the 1>ulpit lias a idier Iaùjt'.cee
thant thces"

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE.
"The pulpit is the g-reater, individual

influence for good; books may bc- good
but as H{enry Ward Beecher once saici,
books at best are only dried men. The
minister is a live manitind a living influ-
ence. lie lias a double influence by
works as well as by w'ords. Hie lias
personal influence, hie goes amnong the
people -and is largely their confident, lie
is present at scenes of j0y and serrow,
and lias grand oppertunities for studyiîng
human nature; it is necessary for Iirin *to
be well acquainted withi bis people in
order to make, his, serions answer te
their needs. All great serions have lîad
their influence first feît fromn the pulpit.
As tlue majority of people are more aux-
ious te hecar an eminient uninister speak
frein the pulpit than read his; serions in
print, it bas a deeper effect upon themi.
The mînîster in social life is the standard
of the highiest miorality.

At the present day the pulpit is exert-
ting a wide influence upon its hearers for
putting down evils that are a curse to,
miankinci. A.n eminent iniinister in New
York City, preaching in bis own pulpit
there, against ganmbling led te other
ministers taking up the saine subjeet in
other cities and became largely the mecans
of hielping to, put that evil down. The
inînster arouses the individual conscience

frein which must coune ail1 senlse of
respoilsibility. Whiat an influence the
the preaching of Jobn Wesley and George
Whitfield exerted ameng the people of
this timie. John Wesley with his far
reacbing voice, fitted te liold the atten-
tion othiis bearers, gave to, bis audience
ideas which never left them; and who could
resist XVhitflield's great miagnetism. Both
imparted a deep religieus character te
British Christianity, whvichl the press
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neyer could have accoiipli,.led. A
ininister'bas a large influence in deciding
moral and political questions, for there is
scarcely a great question of tlie day but
what is touched on in the pulpit. H1e is
expectcd to, be well posted on the lca,ýdiing
questions of the day. The iiinistcr's
education is superior to, the nmajority of
those around Iimn, conscq ten tly lu s thýý,ught
is broader and deeper. The pulpit is
largely instrumental !in inifluenicing- the
people to provide meanms for sending -out
missionaries to New Countries and forehi
lands. Ini imany cases the Missionary is

on.-n) the first to enter, and to spread
Christiwitity. The miissioniary enters the
New~ Country and foreigni land and tluus
other parts of the country become miore
civilized, and , *irotection is secured for
travellers, ne'v industries are, founded,
and the education of the ebhldren is looked
.lfter, anon- those who have had scarcely
anv civilization beýfore. The people
beconie miore cîilighitened and arle led te,
réel thieir- need of eduicartioni, Mentally
and niorall. Inti ay the miinister
is the only one who, opens a w'ay for the
press. Ini many commitiiiies the ini-
ister is the ofl!y w~ell educatec ii man, the
only inan who, keeps apace of modern
intelligence and endea.vor. Ini ail ages
fromn the pulpit great inspiration hias beein
given to the cause 0f education, nlany
institutions of ]earning wvou1d neyer have
comie into, existance ]had net the idea of
theni first arîsen froin the pulpit.
ilavard College, the flrst institution of
aidvanced learning in the Amierican
Colonies, wvas the direct resuit of the 1ev-
Thomas Shephierù&s preacbeling, and during
the first century of its history 317 of its
Alumni became ministers of the Gospel.
The great success of this institution led
to, similiar eues in other parts. Williamis
and Mary grew ont of the labors of the
11ev. Dr. Bîair. Yàle and Princeton and
many other colleges are .mlonuments of
the pulpits power te establishi educational
advantages. li times of war the pulpit's
voioe has beeni on the side of riglit.


