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'Premnonitory Symptorns of Phthisis.

'Ple .3fed. Re,.ý, 1vachi7, gives ibe followiing
.extract froin a recent %work of Mv. Rene Serrand,
wvho hias miade a special stucly of the first symipbons
*of pbtbîsis :In patients doomied, to pulilionary
p)btbisis there always exist very clear andi decided
pharynigo-laryngeal si<gnts, ''h icb precede for- somne
time the pulmnonary symptomis. These signis are
three in ntimber: i. Pharyngeal anSremia. Thie
pharynix is p)ale, w~hite, cliscolored, in I)l1ace of
hav'ing its normal color. 2. Imipaired action of
the inferior vocal chords through atony of the coni-
-strictors. 3.Local cong-.estioni of the arytenoid anid
inter-arytenoicl muicous membrane, mlanifesting- it-
self in swelling and a cberry-red inflammnation of
that locality. These tbree signs inay exist giiul-
taneotisly or alone. 'l'lie l)resence of even one is
a strong indication of approac i ng pulimonary tuiber-
-culosis ; whlenever a l)bysician finids ail three pres-
ent, this prognosis is trtain. Plharyngeal anSinia,
inil)airiient of tie vocal chords, and congestion of
tiie arytenoid region, symptomns %which have notbing
in LOfiiiion lt ]aryngeal pbtbisis, are the heralds
of pulmionary colisuiiption. 'J'le pli3sician \fbo
k-nows how to read Uic larynx of bis patient cani
avoid- a great mnany miissteps. foi;, %arnied of the
daniger ahecad, lie can inistituite a propblyiactic
treatm1ent, and arrest pbithisis iii its first stagre.

Dyspepsia.

Professor Germanii Sée in bis treatise on CC Gastro-
Intestinal Dyspepsias " says :I have endeavoured
to (lemonstrate tLwo facts :i. i'bat dyspepsia is
always and necessarily a defective chemical j)iocess,
due to somne alteration of the elements of tbe -as
tric juice, and cspecially of tbe hydrocbloric: acid
tbe gastric juice miay, mioreover, be inîperfect by
reason of iniertness of p)t2sin, or by reason of excess
,of peptones forrned, or of muciius prefornied, ail of
whbicb retard the digestion. This conistittîtes clys-
pep)sia proper. At the last tbree Congresses of
Germran physicians, Vani-der-V7elden, Leu, -e, Rie,ýel,
Ewald anid Boas, Edinger and Jawors'Ki, bave en-
-dorseci, withouit giving mie credit for niy own
researches anid conicluisions, tbis ceemical. view of
dyspepsia, adlopting princil)les of pathogeinesis and

classification wVhîcb I bav-e long a-ugbIt. . Thbe
seconid fact wbich 1 endeavoured to bring proini-
.ently to light at the epoch. when 1 published nîy
book, Nvas tbis :Ail the pi-ol)rties of the stomiacli

%vhich do not belong to tbe clom.ain of cbeinistrN,
stîch as the sensory and motor innervation, are
si11iplý auxiliaries to true digrestion ; tbey niav, iii
facft, undergo grave modifications witbout aliy recal
digestive trouble resulting. Wý'bien tbe gastric in-
nervation is iml)paired, there ensuies a series of per-
tturlbations which oftenl simulate thle lelionieni
of clyspepsia, and to such an extent as to render
the distiniction ver), difficit - we bave, hioever,
to do in tliese cases oniy) w'ith nervo-miotor states,
wvith atony or spasin of the stomacli.

THERAPEUTIO NOTES

The New Heart Rem edy-Strophanth us.

Tbe B3ritish Consul at Zoinba (East Central
Africa) -ives- tue followvingo notes whicli lie lias
obtained fronîî MiNr. Bucbanan, iî referenice to tlîis

plaîît :
"Strophanthus is conisiclered tue miost powerful.

poison tbe natives possess. It is found at a lo%'
level, and, as far as 1 can gather fr>îîî persoîîal ob-
servation anid niative sourc',s, it is not to D.e biad on
lîiglî land. 'l'lie supplies iîitiîerto obtained bave
bej draw'îî froin the riglit bau k of the River Shiré,
below tbe Mrisî Rapids. Tbere is, apparenitly,
more tbani onîe species, or, at least, variety, the
distiniisbingi featuire b)ei uîgY a m ucb siialller l)od
and fewver seeds. At. presenit, information relative
to tiiese otiier varieties is scant."

Tbe Bru-iisz .Aedica/JToul-na/ reports tiie experi-
ence of Mr otge1). Makuna, iii the lise of
strol)banitis in beart disease. 'l'le doctor bears
testiimony to its action as a certain cardiac tonie
and l)overful diuretic. I-e says :

C 1 have uisecl it, firstly, iii fouir cases of anginia
pectoris, in two cases associar.ed witb dilatation of
the bieart. A fortiigbrlt ago I %vas called to sec a
young man, agied, ment) five, ini an agony, of pain,
%witb tumlu'tuious action o." tic beart. Withini five
inuites of tbe adiniistrationi of a ive niiuîîi dose
iîis breatiîing becanme qutiet, pain disappeared, and
tbe rhythbui of tue beart's acticin Nvas restored. Iii
cases of dilatation of the beart, the patients took
fi'e iiuiîi doses three tiines a day wvitli miarked
benefît.

Seconclly, I bave tised it in twvo miarked cases of
fatty cgeneration of the iîeart. I hîad a patient,
aged fo rty-five, under treaient %when Prof. Fraser
read lus pal)er, andl %vose life %vis altogether de-
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