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while,nanomlually the Medienl Henlth Oillcer, I could not
be nbsolved from reaponsibility. I was powerlees to net,
1fhad no nesislnnge, wo inapectors, no exeontive nuthority,
When midsummer had nriived, T was, nevertheless,
receiving duily numerous compluinta of ennitury cvils
from uitlzens,

There complaints Tcould not nttend to,  Dutieawhioh
lind beun nllotted me in connection with the sick poor,
yendered it impossible for me to pereonally inspect many
of the places compluined of, wnd when I hind dune s0, I
coulil only refer the mutter to tho City Comminsioner,
whose ataff' might or might not <nd thme to enforee the
wunicipal law,

It was under such circumstances that Ideemed it wmy
duty to nddress tho commitlee of the City Counsil, to
which was relegated hieaslth mntters, upon the subjeot.
The committee, however, could Aot see its way to attonl
me any nssistance. At this juncture, Mujor Deaper, the
Cliief of Police, offered to plnce atmy service o certnin
number of policemen for sanitary work. After conferring
with the chairman of the committee referved to, and
subsequently with the Mayor on his veturn from o jour
ney, I wns in n position to accept the offer 20 timely made,
The reult was that ten policemen were detniled to serve
under my direotion.

Toronto ir divided into five districts for police purposes
and there were two mien allotted for cach division. Ata
conferenco of civic oflicials it wns arranged that Iehould
have, ag the fleld of labour for my atafl, the private
prewmises of thecity, Itis handly necessary to say that
the policemen sct apart for this snwitary work were
entirely unacquainted with the duties awaiting them,
and T may add, I was a novice in undertaking to teach
and guido them in inaugurating a aystem. Certainly it
was my flrat experience in commanding n body of police-
men,

It was about the 1at of August thatan inexperienced
Medical Health Officer with a etaff of policemen
(although in training and bearing us policemen, unex-
celled if equalied on the continent), yct quite ignorant
of sanitary matters, began the work of sunitary reform
in the city of Toronto, Tho whole arrangement was
completed i short order.  On one day it waa decided
that the work should begin, on the next, the inspecters
ull filed into my office for instruction and guidance.
1 quickly decided as to the courze Ishould adopt, Iwrote
out & certain number of questions, and alhough I did it
hnstily and without premeditation, the expeditious pre-

I paration answered well. The questions were as follows i—

Instructions for the Inspectors.

1. Ask permission to inspect the house and premises,

2. Ascertain the provision existing in each building
for drainago, and the condition of tha cellars,

3. If oity water is used.

4, The number and kind of waterclosets or privies
nad their condition.

8. Ifthere is any weil oroistern, covered or uncovered,
i use, or otherwise,

6. What diupoanl is made of the kitchen and chamber

1 water,

7. Whet i done with the sweepings and refuso of the

hwouse from doy to day—is 1t given to the soavengers
rogulurly,

B. Note if any complamt ta mude with regand to sani-
tary walters i conneotion with the buliding or neigh-
borhood,

9. Ublain the nnme of the veoupart and owner or
agents

10, Condition ofthe atubler and dispoant of manure
where horsea or other animals are kept.

L1, General condition of the yard,

12, The number of inmates,

13, In factories aud industrinl catablishments nscertain
the number of men and women employved, and the hours '
of work.

Of conrae these questions might have been improved,
and in aday or Lwo T saw where alteration would be
desivable, but to make changes would configs the men
in their work. 8o they continued to not under theso
directions for four montha, with results which appear in
tho reports,  You will notice the fivat questions The
pulice inapector was to ask “ W1 you permit mo to inw
spect?” This first question indicated the courso of
action to be puraued.

The appearance of & policeman at the door was enlen-
Inted to produce the impression of authority to be exer
cised whether it might suit the will and convenience of
the citizen or not. Such animpression I belioved would
cause o prejudice and prevent, at least in a measure, the
guccea-ful application for information. The inepactor
waa also instructed at the same time to stato that the
object of the inspection was to secure the welfare of the
people, and thatthe Health Oftice desired the cooperation
of the citizens, By this means almost every houscholder
beeame a willing assistant to supply the desired inform-
ntion,. Tnlao asked the dnily press to set before the pubr
lic the importance of the work, and to request tho
co-operation of the public; and I was much indebted to
the press for the valuable assistance as well as encournge-
ment it conferred.  But the inspectors wero instructed
after & few days to 2o something more, They were not
only to find out and report insanitary evils, but as well
to inform the people why such and such things wers an
cvil; and a great many required instructicn on this
matter. They were required to point out how evils
shonld bu remedied and how they could be prevented;
how to dispose of 1efuse, decaying organic matter, and
alops. They were to explain the danger of certain con-
ditiona of privies, water closcts, cisterna, of dreins, and
of faulty state and position of wells. The necessity of
using, and the propor wncdo of applying, disinfectants
was explained. On n pad of common paper easily carried,
tho inapector, with & pencil, wrote his roport of each
place. Each question was known by a number, Opposlto
cach number the answer was written,

Fvery morning thz reports of tho previous days® work
wad before me, Thero T examined, and when the in-
spector prcsum-d himself at £l appointed hour, I was
propared to give further inatruction, anl hear fuller cx-
planation in cases which required attention. A good
denl of timo was taken up in visiting the lnd-

lord or ngent, to inform him of existing evily, and
a good denl of tact was required in seeuring the willing
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