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and plant them like Martello towers against intemperance and
pauperism, and he would support them to the extent of two-
thirds by a rate, and to the extent of one-third by a grant from
the Privy Counuil-office, but this third should only be paid on
condition thit the schools came up to the standard of ehiciency
stipulated for by the Privy Council, He would also have school
beadles appointed by the schoolmasters or by the "Town Coun-
cil, and they <hould have power to ».:mmon any child found in
the strects between nine and twelve in the morning and two and
five in the afternoon, and he would do nothing more.

Ile believed that by giving such powers to the municipalitics
of the great citics, and%)y compelling them to crect schools and
rate the inlabitants for their support, they would sweep the
strects of hundreds of thousands and accomplish the object he
had in view, Tle admitted that we had a magnificent system of
denominational schools, in which 1,500,000 “of our population
were instructed, but as regapded the poorest classes they were
not affected by these schools; the chiluren who were at present
being educated in them were rather those of the poorep portion
of the middle class and the artizan. It was a great mistake to
suppose that the working class consisted of onfy one class. Ile
believed that a system of free secalar schools with compulsory
attendance would give a great impetus to education, and parents
would send their childven in larger numbers than they did at
present. )

Mr. Dixon stated that in Birmingham there were 53,000 chil-
dren of the working class of school age, that about 20,000 were
in schools, and $5,000 attending no schoul whatever; that
the parish aunthorities had failed to” enforce the Denison Act;
and that the Factory Act had emptied the fuctories without fil-
ling the schools. Ile argued that our school system must base
}tsclf ontaxation. and that our schools must be unsectavian and

ree.

Mr. Faweett agreed with the conclusion of the Duke of New-
castle’s Committee that the Privy Council Grant could never be
expended in a thoroughly National system of Education.  What
wag wanted was a compulsory rate and a compulsory attendance,
the latter because there was actually at present more school ac-
commodation than there weve children. ~ This want of edacation
resulted from a combination of meotives,including the ignorance,
poverty and seclfishuess of the parents.  Some parents were too
ignorant to appreciate the advantages of education for their chil-
dren.  Others were too poor, and a third class too sclfish. Sure-
ly if they could compel working children to go to school, thoy
hiad tenfold more right to coerce the idle. Linforce attendance,
and there was an end of the principal arguinent against compul-
sory rating, for he could not for one moment accept the doctrine,
that there was no connection between the spread of education
and the diminution of crime. 1If] then, the taxpayer complained
they would be enabled to reply, ¢ Bear this additional burden for
a few years, and you will see a great reduction in the rates,
which are now swelled Ly paaperism and cnime.” e thought
that education as well as pauperism and crime should be partly
a local and partly an imperiai chavge, for in that way they would
make a large portion of the wealth” of the country which now
escaped local taxation contribute its share.

As to the religiouns difliculty, he did not think that 3t was in-
surmountable. At all events the country was beginuning to re-
solve that sectarian rivalry should no longer stand in the way
of the education of the people. e did not wish to
introduce irreligious education ; but, as practical men, they must
ree that schools su[;portcd by rates must be made entirely unde-
nominational. If, however, any one liked to have denominational
schoolg, they might cscape the school rate, for it need not he
levied in any district which the Government Inspector reported
to be sufliciently provided ; and so he saw no reason why the two
systems should not work side by side.  We should only require
compulsory instruction for a single gencration.

Mr. M. Pattison, one of the Commissioners of 1861, said, in
bis report on education in Germany, that Jie school was com-
pulsory there ouly in name—1t had become so deeply rooted _in
the socidl habits of the German people, that, if the law were re-
pealed to-morrow, the schools would continue to Le as full as
they now were, yet the Home Secretary last year, after citing
these words, went on to say that those who demanded compul-
a_or%) lc!iuc:\tion were striving for what was Quixotic and jmyprac-
ticablé.

Mr. Alderley admitted that in the great towns which had been
referred to there was no lack of school accommodation : so that
what we really wanted secmed to be merely increased police
lowers.  As to enquiry, there had certainly been enough of that.

{e believed, however, that the subjeet would best be dealt with
by further minutes of the Privy Council, for he did not think the
present system had been faidy tried, and he had a great objec-
tion to embark in new remedies till the old ones had been ex-
hausted. Ho should be glad to sce the denominationnl system
carried out. Ile thought that even now a hybrid bill euablin
large towns to ratethemselves for educationar purposes woulﬁ
confer a great beaefit.

Mr. Buxton said that the real question was whether the ma-
chinery proposed could be carried out.  The proposition that the
police should catch all the idlera, and send them to school every
day, scemed to hun to be absurd, because it would occupy all

their time.  He was opposed to the revolutionary measure of the
hon. member for Brighton, amt thought that there was great
force in the objection that unless the parents consented to send
their chilidren to school the compulsory system would fail.

‘The next proposal was to get rid of the voluntary system, and
make the schools uublw institutions, supported by the rates.—
There might have been some jealousy of the Church obtaining
the leading part in the management of the schools, but the cler-
gy had shown so liberal and ungectavian a spirit in the education
of the people that there was no ground for such jealousy, andin
his opinion the nation owed a debt of gratitude to the ¢ crﬁ' for
their gelf-sacrifice and devotion to the cange of cducation. What
really was the present state of this educational question? They
already had & gigantic machinery at wark with the full concur-
vence of the country, and which though not so fruitful as they
had hoped, yet had wrought eflects of infinite value. Alrcady
one in 77 of the whole population was on the school books,
while in the best educated countries in the world the propor-
tion did not exceed 6:23. Nor was it for want of the
machinery that the proportion was not far larger. It was
only in a limited degree that the still cxisting lack of educa-
tion was owing to the want of school accommodation and
:\})plinnccs, bhut to the apathy of the parents of children. At
Manchester, for instance, the Education Aid Society issued tick-
cts to the children of the poor, which would have furnished them
with schooling had the parents cared to use them. And yet in
December, 1866. ~ut of 21,000 children who had reccived such
tickets less than 10,000 were found to be 2t school, and he saw
no reason for believing that the proposed change from voluntary
sup)iort to a general system of cducation rates’would have any
marked effect in curing this great evil.

It would be rash to sweep away a great system which had been
long established, which had rather grown of itgelf as it wero
from natural roots, in the conscientious benevolence of the peo-
ple, than been forced unon them from without, and which, though
not perfect, had at any rate worked marvellously well, and was
becoming every day more cfficient. As Lord dc Groy showed
the ggber evemng, in last year the nmumber of schools inspected
had increased by a thousand : the number of children present at
inspection was more than a million and a half, being an inereasc
of 136,000 ; the averagencininal number attending was 1,241,000,
being an mereasc of little less than an hundred thousand ; while
the numbers of certified teachers, of assistant-teachers, and of
pu{il-tcachcrs were all largely increased. . .

‘he system was not a decaying onc, but o stationary one, it
was a growing, a vigorons, a flourishing system, it was one really
adapted to the feelings and the wishes of the pcolplc. Another
difficulty really must be taken into account. ‘The pressurc of
rates was veally a crushing burden on the people, and was pro-
ducing very disastrous cffccts. It was causing great suffering;
was sinking many into pauperism ; and greatly discouraging the
building of houses for the poor. It would be a serious thing to
increase this distressing burden, and he could not but think it
somewhat rash to throw the weight of supporting our schools
upon this precarious and painful source of income, and thus to
extinguish, as they certainly would, the voluntary coutributions,
amounting, at the present time, to half 2 million per annom.

IIc would not now touch upon the religious difficulty beyond
observing that it did not arise, as many seemed to think, from a
mere sectarian bigotry : the people in this country had a profound
conviction, which ought not to be treated with contempt, that
their children ouglt to be broughtup in the fear of God, and
with a knowledge of their Christian duty, and no system could
flourish that did not fully recognise and respect that fecling.—
TUpon the whole, he thought that the country was not at all pre-
Farcd for the radical change indicated in the amendment of his

ron. friend.

Lord Sandon argucd that the acconnts with regard to desti-
tute children were so diverse that before affecting any great
chauge in the educational system it would be well to have more
accurate returns. e did not believe the country was prepared
for a great change, or that the artizan class would be contatt
with an education that was not distinctively religious.

Mr. . E. Forster thanked Mr. Mcll{ for tho great pains ho
hiad taken in the cause of education. llc also agreed that the
class of children of which he had spoken ought to be considered
apart from other classes. “Uhese children escaped education be-
causc there was no co-operation Ly the parents. The conse-
quence was that they were ready to become members of the dan-
gerous classes.

T'ne time for comin-chcnsivc measure wascome. It would have
been quite impossible, however, to introduce now a measure
which would occupy ahmost the entire scssion. Ile believed 1t
would be finpossible to deal with the question by any mere alte-
ration in the present minutes of the Revised Code, for the House
would not, he thought, consent to make such changes as twonld
be necessary to turn the present system into & national one. It
was one of the hardest problems any Govermment conld have to
solve, how to change the present partial denominational system
into a national system without injuring the present system.—
They wanted to touch those who were not reached by voluntary
cfforts. 1Ie confesses he had lost hope that the present system
conld do much more than keep pace with the increase of popu.
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