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splf with the corruptions of it pre-
vailing around thein. If these cor-
ruptions of the system were fair illus-
trations of its true character, they
maight be excused for scoffing at the
systemn and at the Book wvhich sets
it forth. The error and the crime of
sucix consist in the negleet of the
officiai authority.-Nothing is easier,
generally speaking, than to conviet
infidels and hereties of ignorance of
the Bible.

Lt is deplorable that Christians
themselves, and Christian ministers,
are not more tboroughly acquainted
witli the great Text-Book. Creeds,
and prayers, and hymns, and sermions,
and, in addition to sucli sanctuary
instructions, the onter and glorious
circle of Christian literature, may do
muchi to hielp those who are flot too
subinissive to their influence; but
nothing on earth can suffice as a sub-
stitute for the Sacred Volume. Let
our Christianity be the Christîanity
of the Bible. Who holds to this, is
sure of' triumph. Individual triumiph
over ail the evils of bis own nature
and circumstances-and a share in
the final and perpetual triuimph of
truth and goodness tlîroughout the
universe.

lWThat is the shortest and surest
wvay for a young gentleman te attain
a truc knowledge of the Christian
religion in the full and just extent of'
it?" This, it is said, %vas the inquiry
l)roposed to Locke, "la littie before
his dissolution." And the followingl
'vas bis "1,memorable reply. ' Let
hitn study the Hcly Seriptures, es-
pecially the New Testament. Therein
are contained the words of eternal
life. Lt has God for its author, sal-
vation for its end, and truth, without
any mixture of errer, for its matter.'

And at another tilne, hie rexnarked
-"Illhe only wvay te attain a certain
kaowledge of the Christian religion,
la ils full extent and purity, is the
ýtndy of the Holy Seriptures."'

hi1 conclusion, let us observe that
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wherever and wvhenever the Bible is
withdrawn from the people, Chîristi-
anity (legenerates. Its liist.ery fur-
nishes sadly ample illustration of this
fact. On the other hand, the open
presence of the Bible is the signal for
ahl Christian imprevements. Chris-
tianity is more beautit'ully exenîpli-
fled now-its Seripture characteris-
tics are more admirably embodied
and attractively exhibited-than at
any time since the days of the Apes-
tdes. And why? The reason is
obvious in the unprecedented circula-
tion and study of the Blessed Pages.
ïMay the day soon arrive wvhen the
Bible shail be acknowledged as the
Constitution of the world-and the
character of Christianity be witnessed
in the knowledge, and love, and joy
of iinparadised generatiens of saints.
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From the Boston Recorder.

MR. EDITOI,-AS the pastor of the Con-
gregational churchi and society in this town,
1 have bad occasion to coine iii contact wvith
Mormnonistn ini its grossest forîns. Conse-
quently I have been led to make inquiries
relative to its origin, progress, and, su far as
they have any, the pectiliar sentiments of its
votaries. 'My object ia this bas been, as a
fithtlful pastor. su far as possible, tu arrest the
progress of ivhat 1 deemn to be one of the
rankest delusions ever palmed on pmnur human
nature. Howvever, not supposing the readers
of the Recorder wvould be interested in the
details of 'Mormnonisin in genîeral, 1 send yoti
fohr publication in your valuable periodical the
following Communication, as a paper of un-
usual importance, giving a certified, bufficieîît.
ly wvell attested, and truc accounit of' the
44fBook of Mormon," or - Golden Bible," as8
it is sometirnes ealled, on which the whole
system mainly depends. And here perhaps
it should Le said, that the leaders of the de-
lusion prctcnd that the book was dug ont of
the earth, where it had heen deposited for
maîîy centuries; that it xvas ivritten on ca'r-
tin inetallic plates, in a peculiar character

or hicrogliphic; that the fander, a mnî of'
mnoncy-digqing memory, who -%as accustomned
to look into the ground by the aid of a pecu-
Biar !stone, is la a similar mnanner etnabled
tu read and tran.slaýte it !-U-encc %vhat is
somnetijnes called tbc Mormon Bible. But


