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THOMAS DE QUINCEY.

IF wve look back but a short distance thraugh the n-ist of
receding years and take a gflance at those whose names are flot
amongythe millions of forgotten dead, we shall see one who, thoughi
flot remarkable for imposing stature, yet towers aloft agiant inine]-
lectual strength, the ableet exponent perhaps this century has ever
seen of stately, cloquent and impassioned Englisli prose. Wliethe.-r
wve take aur place wvith himn an the outside of a Royal Mail coach and
rail along the highwvays of rural England, scattpring in aur course
the latest news of Trafalgar or Talavera and awakening the slum-
bering villages aý wce pass with clattering of horses' hoofs and
flourishing of trumpets ; wvhcther we listen to him discoursing
humarously on the artistic mnerits of a murder as though it were
the product of a painter's or a poet's skill ; or whether betaking
ourseives ta bis cottage home at Grasmere, wve peep into his study
and sec him snowed up -with books and licaps of MSS., a volume
of German mctaphysics before him and a bowl of dark-brawn
fluid by bis sidc-we havc ever the samc odd, unique, opriginal
gcnius, Thamnas De Quincey-opium-cater extraordinary.

What most nmagnificent delusions, what gloriaus visions, what
dread array of horrid fantasics, ivhat agonies of terrar does hce
reveal ta us in his Confessions! When bas flhc baundless regrians
of drcamland been sa e.xýtensively traversed as by him wvho wvas s0
richly gifted wvith the faculty af " drean-îingrspicnididly?" Wba can
forget the glamour af Snsthetic refinenient throwvn about thc
rnast horrible af subjeets iii his strangely hurnorous dissertation
on niurdcr; the calmn, cool wvay in which the lecturer speaks af flic
manner in wvhich a certain deed af blaod wvas darie as '1miere
plagiarism, base plagiarism, froni hints that I threiv out ;" or flic
air of camplacency wvith which lie repudiates any nation of allowv-
ing his wvauld-be coachnian ta put his fine thcary into practice.

«Iset my face against it in toto. For if once a man indulges
hiimself in niurder, very soon lic con.,cs tc, think littie of robbing
and fromn robbing lie cornes next ta drinking and Sabbath-breaking,
and froixi that ta incivility and procrastination. Priùwzipiis oba-
that's myv rule." Is there nat something very extravagant, it rnay
be, yet very fascinating in that Avengrer af his whose designs are
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