!

aim to use only the linguistic materials
found in the Old Testament itsclf, but to
use it in an ornamental Oriental manner.
Inthe nature of the case hie has succeeded
but partially, although he was especially
equipped for the task by his fine renditions
into Hebrew of portions of Shakespeare and
Milton,

Itissingular,notwithstanding the strange
fact that it seems limpossible toarouse the
interest of the church in general for the
mission work in Israel, and that this is left
almost entirely to the spontaneous efforts
of & few individualsandlocal societies, that
there are proportionally a larger number of
men working for Israel’s conversion than
there are for the Gentile world. According
to Dalman’s statistics, there are about 6,-
400,000 Jews on the globe. The number of
missionaries is 377,or one for every 18,978
Israelites. According to the statistics of
the Rev. E, Storrow, in the April Missionary
Reviewof the World, the proportionate num-
ber of agents at work in evangelizing the
non-Christian nations is one to every 20,400,
—The Independent.

--The special importance of the Swahili
may be inferred from these remarks of Dr,
Custin his valuable work on the African
languages :

*This is,and is destined to continue, one
of the twelve most important languages ot
the world, with reference to the vast area
over which it is a Lingua Franca, its posi-
tion as a leading language amidst a host of
uncultivated congeners, and its power of
assimilating alien elements, especially the
Arabic, which has done for it what it has
also done for the Turkish, Persian, Urdu,
Hausa and Malay. . . . Swahili means
*the language of the people of the coast.’
« « . Itisstill spoken in the greatest lin-
guistic purity about Patta and the other
ancient settlements: aloug the coast, pro-
ceeding downwards, it has become greatly
modified by alien influences, Arabic, Per-
sian, Indian, Portuguese, till in Zanzibar it
reaches the extreme degree of divergence,
I cannot call this corruption, unless I could
at the same timecall the magnificentIndian

vernacular Urdu a corruption, instead of n,
development of Hindu,and English a cor-
ruption of Auglo.Saxon. It is not even
spoken on the coast to the southof Ibo, . . .
A greater tribute can hardly be paid to it
than is paid by Cameron, that he only un-
derstood this one language, and it carried
him successfully through from the East to

the West Coast, a8 some one was found in
each tribe passed. through who understood

it. It has already been stated that the
specimens of Swahili alded in the discov-
ery of the great theory of the unity of the

Bantu languages. It is not the court lan-

guage or ruling language anywhere, not
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oven in Zunzibar, but the commercia) lan
guago ovorywhoro, whother at U.Jij, or

U-Gandn, or ‘fombdsw, or in U-Zarfimg,
.« « Eveory dropof European culture that
fluds its way Into the vust lnnguage field o
the castorn wnd westorn sub-branches of
the castarn branch of the Bantu family noy
undor deseription must flitor through thy,
one mouthpicco of Zunzibar and this single
funnel of 8wahill, It mustbo borne in ming
that portions of tho Biblo have now beey
transintod uand publishod by Steere iy the
dislect of Zunzibar., Exporience on the
West Coast of Afrlen, the story of the k.
lish Blblo and of Luthor's Bible, warp us
that when the lungungo of o country is sij)
fn flux, it will sottlo down und gravitase
round the translutlon of tho Scriptures,
& good one, I doubt not that Steerc'sis:
therefore, humunoly speaking, the lines of
the Swahlll lnngunge aro lnid down forever,
The Scoteh do not valuo tho translation of
the Blblo loss bocause (¢ s composed in the
southern dinloot of the great Euglish ap.
guage."

New Zealand.—Mr. A. Honore write
to Eohoea of Service from Foxton: “The wory
among the Maorls i carried on asusual, e,
rale thoy come repulnrly to the meetings and
are interested. ‘Tilolr averago moral conduet js
above that of tho Europeans. Most of thep
have given up tholr habit of drinking, Thes
are not all total nbstuinors, but drunkenness js
rare, atloast in this district. Large meetiogs
and festivalsaro held at which not a drop of
intoxicating llquoris used, They are becoming
more and moro industrious, They also clothe
themselves rospoctably and build good houses,
In comparing them with thosa of other cop.
tries whore tho drink trafc abounds, we hare
much to be thankful for. Yot thore is sueh 5

thingas bolng sobor and industrions whilt

without Ohrist and without life. Were thess ‘
Maorlsproud and solf-righteous and despisersof ¢
the Gospel, wo should huve no hope of then, )
but seolng that thoy willingly listen to it, and k
always ask mo to come ugaln, we have re) g
reason to hopo—indood in some instances ¥e of
are surothnt it has boon mado the powerofGed [
unto salvation. w
¢ During the past olght months abont 08 m
mills huve boon oponod in this district, employ o
ing over 700 mon and youths, including some ¢
Maoris, Mostofthese monand ycuthssre ey an
godlesa, Vico, profanity and wickedoss %o
abound. This hasa bad influence on the ¥s- 28
oris, 80 Tam waiting upon tho Lord that Be the
may, if He will, sond me or some other man to they
visittheso placow with tho messageof the Gos Rev
pel, Irafy
I have just roturned from a visit {o come Daa wor,
sh peoplo at a placo called Halcombe, bzt ® the |
miles from horo, ‘Thoy liston to the word with brog
much attention, und Ihope soon toses realbte ment
among them." the G



