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Tie istory of John Ring is so unique and ]lis cons ersion so forcible ail
illustration of the possibility of the direct and immediate operation. of the
ly Spirit in tuje ]xearts and consciences of the hecathen, that it appears

worthy of a wider notice than bas hitherto been accorded to it.
This brief sketch, purposes to set forth, in tl'eir order, the facts of the

life of John Ring, as they are reportedl by the Moravian missionaries of
Surinam, NvIlose veracity no one questions. Puteli «niana is licemmed in
h)etweern Britisli and French. Gujanal, and covers a territory of some sixty
tlîousand suare miles, of wvhich ail but one flfteentli part is au unexplored
:md imipenetrable wilderness.

The sources of the Surinai» arc stili veiled iii xystery, and explorers
arc deterrcd by the deadly malaria of the uipper-river regions. The uniixed
population of Dutch Gulana is estimated at about sixty thouisand, exclu-
sive of somne eighiteen thousand bushi negroes and anl uncertain. numiber of
Indians.

These bush negroes are the descendants of runaway slaves, and they
inilialbit the dense jungles of the interior. There are three tribes of them-
the. Aukanians, the Sar.amaccans, and the l3ekon or Mloosinga,. Ail have
lapscd into comiplete heathenism, but there are some traces of a former
connection with Christianity. As chief god thecy ivorship Gran-Gado
(great God), xvbose wvife is 1Maria, and -whose son is Jesi Kist. They are,
hioiever, polytheists, and wvorship forest gods, water gods, air gods, etc.

The country thecy inhabit is caflcd by themselves thie land of te sluidoîc
of deatit. The climate, espccially in the rainy season, is pestilential, and
the swift and turbulent rivers are practically unnavigable.

In tuie hecart of the inaiden forest, on the banks of the Saramacca, lies
the village of Maripastoon, aud lbore the Lord callcd and ordained Johni
King for the special worlc for wvhich R1e liad destined hinm.

'Whien thet Moravian missionary Caîker, i» 1. 69, reprcsenited bis
Gjuianan field at the General Synod, ho read a curions epistie of Jolh»
Ringr, whichi in part runs as follows:

" 1, Johin King, your hiumble servant, whox» the Lordl Jesuis Christ
Ilimsclf bas given in your bands, send to ail the great mnasters and tlueir
,%ives nuy heatifclt grctings. 1 arn John King, %vloin the Lord Jesus at
M-aripastoon bas raiscd fromII tlie sloop of death. It %vas there that, in the
înidst of other hecathen, the HioIy Spirit, began to, %ork so powerfully in
me that often I did not knowv wlhere 1 was. At that time ail, ove» my sis-
ters, considered me a nmisecant. No one would have anythingr to do Nvith

Th're Frcnch religilons proua tells an Interrsling story conerning the work of an unkhnown anti
humble -crrAnt, rt Chiitt, -%ho, by lis nntiring labors in a wcl.-nighi liopelesa cnvironincnt, lisS
cxrnrd thet title ofr»,Fotle ofDu& Guiana.
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