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that oral tradition was largely cultivated in Brit4lin: it also oxiablee
us to ses in what manner pooms of considerablo ]ongth could lie
transmitted *with tolerable accuracy. "lDisciplina na Britannia
roperta: atque indo in Galliam translata esse, existimatur 1 et nunc,
qui diligentins eam rom cognosce volunt, plerumque illo, discendi
causa, profiscuntu. * * Tantis excitati praeniiis, et sua sponte,
multi in disciplinain convenut, et a par)entibus propinquisque
mittuntur. .Magnum ibi numeruu ver-suum ediscers dicuntur.
Itaque anes nonnuili vicenos in disciplina permanent. * ~Id,
ufihi due-bus de causias intituisse vidoeutus quod uequn a.'lgum
disciplinam effecrri velint, neque cos, qui discant, literis conllsos,
minus memoriae studere: quod fera plerisque accidit, ut praesidio
literarura, diigentiin in perdiscendo, se memoriami remittant."*
Iu his Greek (Jlassical Literature (p. 60), Brown thus remarks .-

IlAccustomed as we are te all that assistance te, literary composition
which the art of writÏng supplies, and, -whais tll more important,
te, the substituts for memory itself, -which the power of cornmitting.
our thouglits te paper furnishes, it is scarcsly possible te, forra any
idea of thes natural powers of thes msniory 'when oblige to depend
on its own resources. e * it is net, therefors, so impossible a.
tbing as it may at &-st siglit appear, te conceive a poem of many
thousand lines composed and arra-aged ns a perfect -whole, by an
effort of memory, and thon se perfectly retained in the mimd as to
bs capable of recitation. Instances are not unknown of the wonder-
fui power of memory -when it la compelled to, exsrt itef. Plutarcr.
mentions the astonishing memories which ths Greeks possessed." In
the proface te MaeCallum's Ossian (p. 17), the foilowing very judi--
clous remarks are madeo regarding the poems of Ossian : IlWith
regard. te, the manner in which ths originals of these pocms have
been preserved and transmitted, which bas been represented as
mysterious and inexplicable, we have the followin- plain but satis-
factory account: that until the present century, ainicat every great-
family ln the Hlighflands had its bard, te, whose office it belonged te
bis master of ail the pcems of reputation in the country; that among.
these peems, the -works of Ossian are easily distinguished from those
of. later bards, by several, peculiarities i the stylo and manner; that
Ossian lias always been reputed the Ilomer of the Higlands, and
ail his compositions held in singular-estaem aud veneration; that it,

*) De B91Q GaIIco : LIb. é ; 13, 14.


