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CURRENT LITERATURE

T H E£ few hialf-notes left by Bisbop Thirlwallare soniewliat disappointing, because, aI-
thouigb they justify the general i epuitation of the
great prelate, they only nibble, as it %vere, at the
edges of current miatters in controversy. There
are six of tliese -Notes on Contemiporary Que-
tions -in the October Con1e1nAoý-ar1v, of which
the tirst, fifth, and last are initeresting, enough,
but liardly batisfying. Mr. Murrav's paper on

The Etrutscans" ,*is instructive, since it touches
upon a sonîewhat obscure subject and throi's
no littie ligbit upon it. The vexed question re-
gardin- the origin of the Etruscan population
and the source of their art is treated intelligibly
and wvith skill. Mr. Hall contributes an essay
on the changes proposed b)- Continental Poiwers
in the uisagÎes of war, espec'ailly t-, thev would
affect a maritime l>ower lise England.' He is
of cpinion that the set of genteral opinion is 50
stronglv in favour of a miodification in the mari-
time code that England ivill be conipelleci
sooner or later, to yield to the dernand. "Wrest
Indian Superstitions," by Mr. l3ranch, is an
entertainingr sketch of the negro side of the
credulous in its vulgar formis. There is nothing
of the hi-lier -niytbical type about them. They
are, for the most part, silly and puerile, yel
there is a certain interest attacbing to them
ivhen they can be distinctly traced to thieir oni-
gin. To quote one passage only :-" Such, for
example, is the belief about a parson's giving a
%fessel a bac1 passage-a superstition tliat lias
evidenitly sprung fromn the bad resuits of
J oitabs presence ini a certain vessel. An old
\Vest Indian skipper once told mie that hie liad
remnarked that if youi carried inore tban one
parson at once you %%ere ail right. Tlieold
fellow tbougbit that one acted as an antidote to
the other. Th''le trouble is when yout bave oiy
one. sir,' lie said to mie ;'no miatter how~
favotîrable the wind bias been, it is sure eithe,
to -o dead ahead or to fali off entirely.>" :Ur.
Jamies (;airclner, of the RZecord Office, in -The
Historical \'iew of Mials'treats of an ab-
sorbingly interesting subject naco io
sense wvay. His paper is directed against
Hum&iies celebrated essay, especially in its main
thesi5-the antecedent incredibîlîty of miracles.
He uirges that if ive %vere to rcject everything
whicli is à pr/oe- imiprobable, history could not
be written, andi the ordinary faitb on which we
are comipelleed to act in daily life ivould fail us.
- I is tlhe funiction" lie says, " of history to, de-

terinie the truth of miiracles,.as of other things,
not froin à pr-iori considerations of any kind,

but by a genuine philosophical iniquiry, in
every case, into the value of the testimiony. If
D)avidl Humne really treated the history of Eng-
land, ei.en untlder the Tudois or the Stuarts, in
harinony withi the pninciple lie endea-vomred to
establis> in is fainous 'Essay,' 1 miaintain
that on that ver>' account the work ivould be al-
togetber valueless ;for the principle nuist bave
inevitably led hînii to îrefer testimiony wbich
wvas probable in itsel, to other testimiony wbicli
%vas not s0 probable, %vithout inquiry into the
characters and motives of the %wîtnesses." Mr.
limnes contributes a very able piper on the
European Cburch (luestion. It is a defence of
the Italian policy as dîstînguished froni the
Germian, to vicli the writer is strongly op-
posed. Believing that Count Bismarck bias
made a great bliinrder, lie recomninends a revi-
sion of Germnan policy touching tbe Cburcb.
TIhe general drift of tbe essay mnay be gathered
fr-oni a sentence or twvo :-" No doubt the wvay
to cut the Germnan knot wvbich bas occurred to,
niost tîxinkers throughlout Europe is simple dis-
joniction of Cburcli and State. Let Prussia
take the saine relation to the Cliurcb of Rome
as îs held to it by England or by the Amerîcan
Republic, andi wvat furtber difficulties can
tbere bce? 1 bave had mnany occasions to point
out tbat tib rnere severance is not an end of
all strife ;and tbat so longr as Church and
State exist in the %vorld, however separately,
questions wiml arise %vhich %% ill force tbe recog-
nition of the one upon the other-a recognition
wvbich inav be occasional mnerely, but wbich
înay also be systemiatic. But the excellence of
the Italian tbeory, wbicli ive bave seen above
expounided 'oy tbe 'Minister Vîgliani, seems to,
nme to be that it is universal-equally applicable
wvbether the Cburch is establislied or not estab-
lisbied, endoiwed or not endowved. In either
case, the position that the State mneddles with
the Church onij' lo civill iLjcis promises imi-
portant resuits." Canon Ligb-ltfoot concludes
bis review of Papias's testiî-nony to the autben-
ticity of the Gospel-s, in reply.to -Supernaturai
Rzeligion.>

The Fornùýe/z/y A'cviezv is rather barren of
intel est this month. The opening article, by
Mr. Hubert RZicbards, on "'l'be Church of
England and tbe Unîi'ersitics," is a good one,
becauise it sketchies ii akindly spirit tbc record
of reformi, and suggeèsts its extension without
an>' dash of iconoclasin. A recently publislied
collection, in thrce volumes, of \Vordsworth's
prose vorks bias afforded Mr. Dowvden an
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