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THE TRADE 0F 1869.

The Book Trade continues each year te
show a stcady and marked advance in the
country ; and it is a gratifying fecature to the
educationist and legisiator, as well as te evcry
ene who is interested in the intellectual pro-
gress of the people, that there exists an in-
creasing desire for rcading among the
masses, and an improvedl and more wholesome
taste in the selection and character of that
reading.

As education extends, and the character,
reputation and facilities of our imperting book
house-, advance-for the book houses are
educators of the people-so must the taste
and habits of reading increase ; and it is a
matter of ne littie satisfaction to find that
these bouses which are engaged in the busi-
ness-or ve might almost say the profession
of book-selling-are of such a high class as
to have, in no littie degree, influenced andl
elevated the chai-acter of the reading matter
current in the country, and have clone much
towards supplanting the pernicious literature
in vogue amongst the people in former years,
by a more healthy, %vholesome and instruc-
tive literature, wvhich is most noticeably popu-
lar nowv.

While saying this i'nuch for our native book-
sellers, of course it is aise due to the British
and American publishers to acknowledge the
efforts macle by themn to improve and rnake
attractive and interesting, as wvell as (wvhich
is an important matter) to cizeap3ei the issues
of the press in these clays. Certainly, at no
former ci-a of our literature bas there been se
prolifie an issue of gôwod entertaining and in-
structive reading. Our standard authorn have
been cheapened and brought within the reach
of ail. Science and abstruse subjects have
been popularised. Politics, history, &c., bas
narrated its story. Travel and exploration
have brouglit their treasures te the press-
while khe thoughtful, toiling mmnd bas been
wvorking to extend thought and knowleclge
wvherever the enterprise or speculation of the
publisher has been met with. In the busy
.Orodtietg- centres of the trade, oui- native
houses have net been indifférent frequenters ;
but have been in the past year, as the statistics
of the year's importation in books show, heavy
and constant buyers, and the new warerooms
and enlarged premises of oui- importers evid-
ence the steady growth of the trade of the
past year.

One feature in the progress of the book
trade of 1869 wve cannot close without allud-
ing to-that is, the inauguration of the trade
sale, an? institution having many advantages
to the country dealers, ivhich Messrs. Adlam,
Stevenson & Co. introduced and carried suc-

cessfully out in Septemnber last, and vdiich
tlus firmn promises to repeat annually.

It is wortby of note, also, to record, that
in the past year a larger riumber of British
houses have been represented in the impona-
tions than formerly, which is a gain in no
sirnall degrcc te the reading public; and, wvhile
it evidences the enterprise of our Importers,
it at the same time betokens a departure from
that stiff and impolitic conservatism, which in
prior years so characterized the dealings of the
English Publishers ivith Houses on this side,
as to render it impossible to treat advantage-
ously with them, and compelled oui- Houses
to restrict their transactions almost entirely
to the American Reprinters.

And referringto theReprinters on this side,
it is curious to note now the tables are now
turned. English editions are now supplant-
in- the Reprints, and as a consequence of the
above fact. The English Houses have seen it,
at last, to their advantagc to reasonably meet
their Canadian brothers-in-trade, and have, in
the generality of Houses, met fairly any
overtures for editions of their publications
for this market, being influenced, no doubt,
by the fact that any trade pushed here was
a positive gain, and in noi way intefred with
their Home transactions, and that the native
trade had te, compete wvithi the R,2prints, and
had the disadvantage of long transit, wvitli
freights, insurance, duties and other expenses
to bear. Further, English books are now
having the advantage, in that the Reprints
are held at high prices-the old rates current.
during the war still- obtaining, wvhen every-
thing %vas a fictitious value, wvhii<- there is
now but a trifling off-set in the différence of
the currency. Oui- friends across the line, if
they are to regain their lest ground, wvill have
to revise their price-lists.

THE CULTURE 0F TH E TRADEI

T/je London BookseZler of JanuarY 4th has
an article commenting on the lack in the
Booksellers of the present day of that precise
knowledgc~ of books and authors, wvhich con-
trasts most unfavourably with the broad ini-
formation and culture possessed by the pi-e-
ceding generation of booksellers, and
bemoans the fact that but few, in the modern
trade, pessess that intimate acquaintance
wvith books and book-men vhich their pre-
decessors, the Pickerings, Bohns, Murrays,
and their cotemporaries possessed.

Varlous reasons are exoneratingly given
for this deficiency in the practical and exact
knowvledge of the Trade among the present
race of booksellers--to wvit : old books for-
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