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conibineti in ail ages to asail the ilaîy Word, bave
nlot qucncied, its light; upan the cartit andi muflled
front aur mouls farever the secret of a Redeemer's
love.

It in nlot frornt any want of evidence that mên are
averse to tho bélier of tho, scriptures, nor fram, any
def'îcie:îcy in the faculty of rcation that. they are so
often unable ta apprecinto the evidetice which de-
inonstrates the truth of the gospel. It cani fur-
nieh no apalogy ta the unheliever, that hie either
supposes the evidecice to ho tieficient or hîs reason
incompetent. There ia no justcause of canîplaint
for dcflciency aof these, but there in the evil bia
of a treacherous heart, a certain laathingr o? whnt
is pure and sacreti, an uttor disreliai aof everything
in which God is obvianisly concerneti, andt a mettleti
reluctancy of nature against the strictnes of the
law which Goti has prescribeti. These are the
things that interpose between the reasan of meon
andi God's instructions, anti rentier a iiew heurt so
indispensable for tlîe full appréension of the truth.
Titi la the moral darlcness which blinde thoîr eyes
anti makes themt incapable rnaturally aof perceivilng
any excellencies in Goti, or the bcauties of that hall.
nomse which Goti requires. Titis la tlie natural un-
gotilinesr, the original inclination ta sn, ta retreat
frani Goti and bo in lave with whnat is opposite
to bis character anti commantirents, wvhicli in
moc variausly represeatotinl the scriptures, andi
no repeatetily presseti upon aur conviction ; anti
this were suflicient ta make dark the understantiing
of an ange], tlîaugh pncoti unter the wingrs of
the cherubim andi in the open radiance o? tlxe di-
vine glory.

.That the jutigmcatsoi' men are much infinenceti
by their affections, is a fact îlîat might receive its
illustration by instances in every dopartiment ar
human knowledge. Tite cause is prejutigeti e ven
when resan pretentis ta ho the sale judge
ana yau have only ta consuit your experience ta
recolleet ianumorable cases of that mental elusin
which rentiers ail rcnaniag nugatary, because the
graunti was pre-occupieti ly sorte private preju.-
tdice-cçtses, in whieli the clenrer yonr demonstra-
tion, the greater the dletermination of tho opponent
ta mlaintain tlae grounti and fortify tie def'ences ai
bis errar.

In marais aad religion, persuasion against tlie
heart is a contradiction in terins, anti hawcver irre-
sistibly a conclusion may hc thetwn ta be deduced
front a serios of reacaaings, such reQsanings are
found ta hoe no match for humn patssione, and no
«officient instrument for the pratiuc.ion of a state
îcf ïrace and salvation. It need i îot bc matter af

wander, then, that sa many disbelievo the truth in
Christ, since there are na maay who froa the car-
licat prime af lire till life's lat day, %wliose passions
have engageai them in a constant defeace of their
abjecte, andi by conséquence, in course aof unifaria
hostility againet that divine revelation whieh sckLa
to put themt ini chaîne andi correct thcir <iaordcr.
Thèy live anti move anti have their boing in Goti,
but have turneti away from the liglat of lus countle.
nance with careless indiffereace or determircd
aversion. They mny acknowlodge it abstractly
ta bie a good anti pleasant tbîag ta love anti obey
him, who has nlways laveti tlieni anti been their
beet frienti and bouintifual benefactor, but bave ever
foundi it mont acceptable ta thoir heart, toacnt as if'
there wero tno Goti, and have really desireti when
opposite claim came ta present themt;elveir, that
no Goti were. Hia gootinesa has ever been ta
them a fauntain of nover faiing blessings, but with
what gratitutie have tbey receiveti themi anti the
sorraovs which ho tiesigneti aliulti have led thean
ta sebk a treasure in hoavea, have fallen ta the
grounti without gooti, anti left the heart mare har-
deacti than before. llowever impressivelyGod mny
have calleti them, they have hati no inclination ta
liearkea ta his voice, anti if at any timte sorbeus
thoughts have arisen, they have shut them out as
injurions ta thoir pence andi cantentment. They
have resolveti, in short ta holti fia correspondence
with Goti, anti, therefore, have plungeti more deep-
ly int the business o? the wcrld, anti mare largely
drunk of its joys-iave resolveti ta serve fia Goti,
but ta please theniselves.

Haw thon, it may hoé askced, woulti such a per-
son ho likely to act if at any time, lie aboulti takc
np the word of Goti frota curiasity, ta observe what
*it containeti or what evidence o? trnth it possesseti.
lio wonld flot have praceetieti many pages before
ho diseovereti that aIl mon are by nature guilty iii
tLe siglit or God, andi that therc is but one way to
escape the anisery o? his everlasting curse. flot
this ia a truth which hie iwillnotbelieve, beenusethe
belle? o? it wonlti inspire an antolerable apprehen-
sian. Or if hoe shoniti rend that there in a tiay ta
corne wlîen Goal will cail every work inta jutigment
which mari has done under the suit, and when wvo
shanîl ail appear before the jutigmeaat sent of Christ:
this again ho wauld hoe dispaseti ta discredit, hoe-
cause hoe han na sufficient clearnesa o? perception

*of tlîe nature and enarmity of min, fia sense af his
Ilong fargetfnlnoss o? God, and coaseqnently noa
grouill for framing a correct jutigment ofthe ne-

icessity anti equity o? ench a procédunre. Neeti it
thon hoe malter aof wonder, if hoe shoulti ho inclineal

rta tlîrust the book asitie, ta keep lais feet froni


