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.ANt>TKIP STEP IF<[W.IRI-CUi'tCH
U.imos.

People of broad nîinds aîîd broad
-3ymîîathies have rend witil pleasure
of a sort of federation between the
Congi-egational, United Brethren, and
Methodist Protestant Churches 0f the
Uniited States. Tiiese Churches have
foi- somne timie been considering terms
of union. A joint committee, î-èpre-
senting the tliree (lenominations, met
recently at Pittsbrirg-, Pa. A platformi
of union and a joint addrcss weî-e
uinaniînousiy agi-ced upon. The union
is nint to be organie, but federatlvr-,
thou-'h it may in time lead to some-
thing nearer. A comnion generai
(-oin(-il is proposed. The counteil
wvill only have advisory power ;but
it wvill premote fellowslip arîd co-
or-dination of activity. It will î're-
vent the unnecessary multiplication
of cliurclies. and unite, weak chur<-hes
ln the same neighbouriiood. The basts,
of representation in the general coîin-
cil will be one for eveî-y 5,000 mcm-
ber-s. The Congregationalists number
6-59.327, the Unitedi Brethren 277.325.
and the Methodist Protestants 184,097.
They wouid thus bave 132. 5.5, and 37
delrgates respeetivcly. In doctrine the
tlîîee denominations ar-e p-a(-tically
the sanie, anti the differences in ci'urchi
governmeiit ar-e not very maî-ked.

BETTERMENT CW} FORT ERIF ANDi

For some time Canadians have feit
mucli indignation that professioîîal
sp)orts froin Buffalo and other p)oints
iii thc States w'cre resorting to Foi-t
E rie to follow the ring- as the law
wvould not permit in their own country.
Law-abiding citizens on both sides of
Ilie line are gratified to linow that thc:
police mag-istrate lias brought judg-
nient against the manager of thc In-
ternational Atliletic Club) for pi-omot-
ing a figlit a short time ago, and hias
stated lis determination to sec that
Tbe law is observeti in future. Also
at Masneva suburb of 'Montreal,
inotorious in the same line as Fort
Erie. tbe chief of thc Provincial de-
tective force lias takien action te pre-
vent fuirthier contcsts.

A NF.w ElIWCATlo.NAT. EFi-oRT.

There, is a new educational move-
nient on foot in New England. Its
objcct is to stimuilate the people liv-
ing- in rural communities to stufflius
work in sorne one Une of a widc range

of stttd11os. The work will be direeted
by a central educational bureail, wicli
wiil outline courses of reading and
send lecturers to the local centres 0f
iiterary activity. The methods will be
closely aliin to those of Englisli uni-
verslty extension worlc. One of the
pieasing features of our age is the ln-
rreasing effort for the spread of edu-
(-ational opportunities la rural dis-
tricts.

The work of Father Damien in
I-awali, of Mary Reed in India, ani
cf other self-devoting spiritbs else-
where, lias been inaugurated recently
in Sur-inam, South America, among
the vietims of the living death of
lel)rosy, who there ai-e nunîbered
by lîundreds. Near the Government
asylum the conîbined Protestant
Churches of Surinam established in
1899 a leper settlement possessing the
attractiveness of a Christian home
anti namcd "Bethesda" (the House
of M.,ercyv). Friends in Euirope and
America have given nid, and a tiny
village of little houses. encli accom-
modating two patients in separate
rooms. is now full. A young max-ried
couple, tie Rer. H. T. Weiss, a clergy-
man of the MNoravian Churcli, and bis
wife, with two deaconesses, Sisters
Philippina and 'Martha, have devoted
themselves to this charge. dangerous
but divine, and to the naturally re-
pulsive but humane services it re-
quires.

Neyer w-as there so mucli money
spent, says Harper's 'Weelily, for erc-
tion of new churcli edifices and all
the apparatus of a modern church. as
wvas given iast year by the chutrchi
inembers of this country. Sehiemes
are iîow under way by which it is
planned te add $40,00û,Wl to the
working capital of the several seets
of the country. 'Metlîodists, Presby-
terians, and Lutherans are especially
vigorous in their plans for enriching
the treasuries of their mission boards,
ûolleges, and variouis denominetional
agencies.

Miss Sarianna Browning, oniy sister
of the poet. died recentiy in Florence.
where she lived with her neplien-, tlîe
poet's son, at the latter's villa. La
Terre ail' Antella. 'Miss Browning
liad led a singularly unselfisli life. dle-
voted first to lier miotiier. tho~n to lier
father. aîîd finaily to lier birothier after
the death of his wife.
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