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sliglit but perceptible waying, and that
nothing can be seen from the top that
could imot bc seen as well froin a balloon.

lIn the face of these statemnents it wvould
sein that its chief dlaimi to consideration
must be in the fect that it is the tallest
structure ever desigénod by nman. As an
architectural achievenent in the wvay of art
for art's sake it is undoubtedly the greatesf
in this or any other century.

A brilliant French wvriter, M. Eugene-
Melehoir dle Vogue, gives his impressions
as follows of this remarkable structure:

\Ve sav- theni lay the foundations deep
down on at bed of solid clay ; soon the
four itaegalitlice feet of the elephant-like
ntructuiý pressod upon the soul; fromn
the.qe itone pedestals rafters sprang at
sucli angles as to upset ail our ideas as
regarding the equilibriuin of an edifice;
a forest. of plate-iron wvork took root and
grewv, revealing nothing to the eyes watch-
ing as to its object. At a certain hieighit
the raising up of Uic material becamie very
difficult; cranes were fastened to the
structure, wvhiclh like litge crabs grasped
with their pincers the needed articles,
and, unmiindful of their enormiousiweight,
easily lifted thenm to their required places.
A second story ivas thrown up froin Uic
first ; ail of the framiework seeined ie an
enormous carapace which gave neithier
the impression of height nor of beauty.
However, the great difficulties wvere now
conquered. The first story liad presented
to the constructor the hardest problems;
the second wvas finislied with muchi less
trouble iii six months.

Starting froin this story rose the slender
column, nmaking its wvay rapidly into space.
The work of its construction largely, es-
eaped publie viewv. The autuman mists
often entirely concealed the oerial wvork-
yard; in.the twilighit of the winter after-
noons nîight be smen reddening against
the sky the fire of the forge; one could
scarcely hecar the hamimers Nvhiclî riveted
the ironwork. There was thispeculiarity
about it, one seldom saw any workminen
on the Tower ; it rose apparently alone,
as if by the incantation of genui. The
great works of other ages, the Pyramids for
exaniple, are associated in our minds withi

j the idea of a multitude of humnan beings
bending over hiandspikcs and gruaning
mnder chains. Thenmodem pyramid arose
by the power of calculation, which made

* it require only a sinall numnber of workiers.
Each part of the great structure, each une
n f its bones of iron -to the nuinber of
twelve thousanid--arrived perfect from
the inanufactory, and had only tz be ad-
jisted to its proper place in the gigantic
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skeleton. The structure presented an
example of whiat matheinaticians cail ".in
elegant demionstration."

At ]nst, one beautiful niorning in the
spring, the Parisians ivho liad watclhed
the be >gining of the great columuii, saw the
shaft bordered by an entabh&ture. A
campanile rose froin this platforni, and
on its summnit our flag displayed its
colours. lIn the evening there appeared
in the place of the flag a, giant carbuncle,
the rcd eye of a, cyclops wvho darted his
glance over ail Paris. " The Tower is
finishied," cried the voice of faine.

My companions and niyself wvere unani-
mous in remarking the acceleration of
motion, the feverislh haste of the Lilli-
putiani people far beloiv. The pedestrians
seein to, run, throwing forivard their tiny
limbsw~ith autoinatie gestures. A momient
of reflection, however, wvill explain the
apparent contradiction iii impressions;
the eye judges mon froza a heighit of one
thousand feet as it liabitually judges ants
fromn a hieighit of five feet, the relation is
about the saine. Who does flot often ex-
Cda-im, ",How can suclh little animais run
so fast?" But the actî:al distance covered
is so srnall that in one sense movement
seemns arrested. The comparison to, an
ant-hill is exact at every point, for the
agitation of these multitudes of human
atoins, rushing ini every direction, seems
at this distance, as inexplicable, as bizarre,
as the flurry of inovenient seen iii an ant-
hill.

lIn the daytime one might prefer, to,
the urban view spread ont front the
hieiglit of this Tower, the vast and pictu-
resque horizons wvhich open frura a peak
of the Alps ; but in the evening it is with-
out an equal in the world.

Late one evening I reinaincd alone on
the suxnnmit. 1 was struck with the strongy
resenib]ance of ail niy surroundings to,
those of a inan standing on the deck of
a vesse1 at sea. There 1were the chains,
the windlass, the elcctric lamps fixed to
the ceiling. To complote the illusion the
ivind was raging through the sheet-iron
rigging. Even the ocean wvas not lacking,
there it lay under niy feet-Paris. The
nighlt fell, or rather the clouds, as great
vouls uf crape whiicli steadily grew thieker,
ruse froim bcuw and spread out between
the city, and the skiy still clear from my
standpuint. lIt seeined as if the night
was bcimmg drawn up from Paris. The
differelit xarts tuf the city vanishedl slowmiy
one aft. .nother, and soon ail wvere oni-

veoc.iii darkness. Thun liglits began
to aplpetr, fabt inultiplying to infinity.
Myriadb of iLtirs filled this abyss, assunnnig


