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THE IMPLEMENT TRADL.

BINDER TIWINE MATERIAL.

Manfilh {ibre Is derived from the
lewver of u plantaln or banana tree,
which grows in the Philippluc Islands,
now famous by reason of United States
guns and warships. The loaves are
stripped much llke tobacco, except
that the stems of tobacco swhich ure
dried¢ and ground Into snuff, In manila
are the fioe silken strands from which
twiie ir produced. ‘These leaves do
not mature until they are three yeurs
old. ‘A tree will produce less than a
pound of fibre or, in other words, 3,200
trees are reguired to produce a single
ton of fibre,; and as a native can ounly
prepare about twelve pounds a day,
ho receives 18 cents for his labor,

Sisal s obtuined from the leaves ot
o species of cactus, which  thrives
chiefly in arld, rocky wastes along the
Gulf coust of Mexico and Yucatan. The
leaves are treinted by Lelng crushed
and the julee squeezed out, leaving a
mass of sinewy tureads, which are
fread of the puipy substance by Leing
hackled or combed and then baled for
export. A wn of leaves yleld altout
80 1bs. of fibre.~From Decering llarves-
ter CoJs booklet.

HOW TO HANDLE TIHE FARMER.

C, H. Kettiridge, writing in the Min-
neapoliy Lumberman, gets off the fol-
lowing, which should be of special in-
terest to hwplement dealers in  this
country :

I have learned from long expertence
this important lesson. "Wheunever 1
sell anytlung to a farmer on  time,
bo the amount much or little, and no
matter who he is, 1 invariably hesi-
tuto, a9 though carefully cons:dering
the mattor, and get from him some
agroement or understauding as to the
time when it will be paid. I hesitato
in my action for this reason, I want
the impression to be felt thag It is
an accommmodation to the party usk-
ing for it, and not that he is doing
me the favor in trading with me. 1
want him to feel that it is a special
favor on my -part towards him.

Many a young dealer makes a great
mistake in manifesting an anxiety to
Jet’ some of the well-to-do farmers
got all they want from him, and
nover peep a word about the paying
for it. or when it will be paid. All
they carc for at the time is to load
him up and chuckle over the sale.
They are both satisficd at tiwe tlne.
The one drives off with the goods,
and the other to open up a new ac-
count. or add to an old one, as the
case may be. As the time rolls on.
and the months go by, the farmer
has still the same satisficd feeling as
at first. If he cver thinks of his ac-

count at all, it is with the feeling:

that he is good for it, and that tho
dealer is kuowing the same fact, and
thercfore won't worry over it, nor
bother him for a settlenent. He does
not lose any sleep ovor it, nor re-
frain from buying other tlungs I he
cdhooses to. He is more likely to pay
the cash elsewhere and save thecash
discount. Just as like as not. he keeps
getting more goods and adding to the
already large account against him.
Perhaps he may tell the dealer in a
sort of casual way that he is think-
ing of paying him out of the sale of
a lot of wheat or corn that he says
he is holding for such a price, as it
makes the dealer feel that his chances
for a rmettlement are indeed a long
way ahead. but what cap ho do?

THE COMMERCIAL

Ho kuows how foolish ho was in the
first place In giving tho man the idea
that hoe could have all he wanial
without any distlnet undorstanding
as to time. Iis feeling of satisfaction
has passod away somo time ago, anl
e begine to suspect that he war
a little too “freshht and previous.”
It sn’t long Yefore ho realizes that
ho i» being ridden by a rider who
cares not how much the saddle gally
the weary, trusting one who is carry:
ing him, But of such 18 the realm of
the retailer in a farming community.
Wil it be any better. 09 the farmers
got ULetter able to pay?

PINDER TWINE STTLI. ADVANCING.

Binder twine 18 up again 1-4c¢ this
weeok, an advance to this extent hav-
ing gone into effcct carly in the
week. A representative of one of the
largest factorics in the Tnited States
quoted prices of high grade twines us
follows in car fots at Chicago: Puro
manila, 10 5-4e, 600 feet manila, 10
1-4c. standard mantla, 9 1-2¢; sisal and
standaml, 9 1-4c.  Add 60 1.2¢ per 100
Ibs for freight from Chicago. would
give the cost for car lots Winnineg

t Is sald that the factorles are
sold up on gooa manila grades, sup-
plles of choice material being abont
exhausted, consequently the market is
very firm.  The local representative
of anothor large concern sall that
they could not accept an order for
any quantity, no matter how large,
for a shade under quotations, owing
to thoe short supply of high grade man-
fla, and the upward tendency of prices.
Tho market Is now about 4c higher
than the opening price last year. Job-
bers here quote 11 1-2¢ for pure man-
{la, manila 1le, sisal and standard 10
to 10 1-4c.

INPLEMENT TRADE NOTES.
Jno. Mooney has opened in the hn-
plement business at Cartwright.

Alex. Menzies has bought out the im-
plement business of R. Scott at Shoal
Lake.

Jas. Comway. of Crystal C(ity, has
added a fuli line of farm impiemonts
to his lumber business.

The Northwestern Grass Twine Co..
of 8t. Paul, has forwardeld samples of
native grasses used to make this twine
w the board of trade of Winnipeg.
Those acquainted with tne navive
grasses of Manitoba are invited to
inspect the exhibit.

Ali twine that is made of M.nila
iv not necessarily good twine. There
iv & variation of a8 much a8 ¢ centg
ver pound in the price of Manila, nemp.
Seme cheap qualities of AManila hemp
cven covt less than good sisil hemn.
A twine may therefore be all Maniin
In  composition, und yet inferior in
quality.

Binder twine varies in length from
about 500 feet to tho pound for good
sisal up to 650 feet for the hest ma.
nila. When allowance iy made for the
difference in the longth it will be seen
that the best twine does not cost 89
much more than the cheap grades as
would appear from the difference in
the price per pound. Besides, It is
much more satisfactory. To work
with a good twine than a poor one.

Thie Vinited States treasury depart-
ment of statistics has complled fig-
ures showing the total exports of im-
plements during 1598, and the amoant
is $9,073,384, 2 gain over 1897 of
$3,770,577. The increase in those
casps where the gain Is most marked

is ug follows: Tho Uunited Kingdom,
$5061,389; France, $651,200; Germany,
$510,643; Dritish  North America,
$920,776; Argentine, $814,851. Afrlca
shows a loss of $36,661, and tho Cen-
tral Amerlcan states and British Hon-
duras. $20,.£95, the Iatter dropping
from $27,152 to $£6,057. Tho cxporty
to the United Kingdom, I'rance, Ger-
many. British North Amerlea and Ar-
genting were in excess of $1,000,000
Of the total of $9.073,384 more than
two-thirds was for harvesting maclin-
ery. mowers and parts, about one-
ninth for plows and cultivators ant
the badance for all other kindy.

Implemeut jobbers in the twin eiti»
of St. Paul and Minueapolis have ex-
permenced an almost phenomenal rus.,
of business since the apening of th
year, and have found themselves ut-
terly unable to flll orders as fnst as
they came in. AN kinds of implemeonts
for spring work. ospecially seeders
have met with & heavy demand, winle
vohicles. bieyeles, ete., have also been
sold in large numbers.

Farmiug in Manitoba.

The Cypress River Western Prarwo
says. “Mr. Jas. Connon 18 & 1ood vep-
reseptative farmer.  His  homestend
cajoins Cypress River, and if the town
were fncorporated there is o dount
but Mr. Connon would Le its mayor.
Taventy years ago Mr. Connon moved
westward crossiny; the turbuient Cg.
press and pitched his tent on the ver-
dant slopes of the fine farm that e
now occuples.  Year by year his gran
ficlds were enlarged and s stoeX in.
creased. New farms were purclused
and other lmprovements made. Soue
idan of the extcnsiveness uf Mr. ¢
non’s  farming operatious may be
known from the fact that this season
he had in crop ever 800 acres  Live
hundred acres of this laud was m
wleat. and in past years the yield has
becn as high as 45 bushels to the acre.
\vith s0 much grain to thresn it was
consldered econcmy to have a scpare
ator and engine on the premises, 1nd
one of the most modern steam thresh.
ing outfits wus obtained at a cost, of
over $3,000. Mr. Conuon keeps ~ome-
thing over twenty horses and a herd
of forty or fifty cattle, amongst which
are some very line pure bred prize
shorthorns,  “Cypress Boy" is a iteavy
draft, a little less than four years nld.
that has already taken & coapie of
first prizex in his class at the Wmnl
peic Industrial and s looked upon as
one of the finest animals in the dis
trict. Mr. Connon’s residence and out.
buildings are roomy and comfortable.
The first structures erected are still
in use but will, no doubt, be suo. re-
placed by handsome brick  bmldings.
Mr. Connon takes an active interest in
the local agricultural societies, and in
municipal and provinelal polittes His
prosperity in Manitoba is the result of
intelligently directed Jabor and ~arefu)
ohservation.”

Business Acumen.

Lady (excitediy)—Have you [iled my
application for divorce yet ?

Jawyer—~No, madam; but I am at
wark on the papers now.

Lady—Thank Tortune, Tam unt too
late. Destroy all papers and evidepse
a2t once, please.

TLawyer—A rcconcilintion hae bren
brought about Letween you and your
hueband, I infor?

Lady—Gracious, no! Ife w-uws run
over and killeu by a freight tr o thi
morning, and I want to retan voudn
my sult apratnst tho company fur dams
awes.—Chlcago News,



