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PORK PCIG
The tliirty-nintli annual report of the

Cincinnati Price 6'urreize of pork packing
in the West, lias lben reccived. Statis-
tics for other parts of the United States
and for Canada aro aIse given, and coin-
parcd vith the returns for previous ycars
he growth of the pork packing industry

in the Western States hias been one of tho
niarvels of the century. The rapidly in-
creasiug population and large consuraptien
of hog produots at home, has givon great
stimulus to the industry, wvhilst tho fa-
cilities which the country afforded for
raising hogs cheaply, lias rendered an ex-
port business in the cured produot both
po.qsible and profitable. The grcat corn
growing regions of the West afford se te
spealc a perfect paradise for the hog, and
the capabilities of the region i this re-
spect have been largely utilized. In re-
cent years experts of hog products fromn
the Ujnited States have greatly fallen off,
ewing to probibitery measures adopted by
the importing countries, against the
Americaîiproduct. For instance. in 1881
France inîported 70,002,856 pouuds of
American hog, neats, and but 186,716
pounds in 1887. Ix'. the ane timre G1er-
mian importa feli fromn 43,000,000 pounds
to 3,00 0,000. Great Britain continues to
bo the largest importer of these meats,
ameounting te 577,799,000 peunds in 1881,
and 380,345,000 pounds in 1887. Brit-
ish Amorica imported 53,828,000
pouds of hog meats froin the United
States for the year ending June 30, 1887,
an incroase of over 16,000,000 over the
previous year. .British Anieriça is next
to Great Britain the largest importer froin
the United States in these meats. Bel-
Mluas stands third, importing 19,627,000
peunds iii 1887. Lard is included in the
above figures.

In 1860 the total of mean and lard
exported froni the Ujnited States was
107,000,000 pounds, and ini 1863 rcached
439,000,000 pounds. Then followed a
decline to 98,000,000 in 1886; for five
yeurs, 1867 te. 1871 inclusive, the annual
average wan 128,000,000 pounds; in 1872
the exports were largely increased, and
exceeded any previeus year-the annual
average for five years, 1872 te 1876 inclu-
eive, being 568,000,000 pounde. The

next fivo years marks the largest exports
recorded, rcaching 1,233,000,000 pounda
in 1881, the preceding ypar beiîig about
an equal quantity, and for tho fivo years
ending with 1881 the annual average wvas
1,076,000,000 pounds. Thtis was also tho
poriod of lowost average pricos. Since
1881 value have averaged decidedly
liguler, especially the tirst. part of the
period, and tho experts have been mucli
red.ced, declining toý 627,000,000 pounds
in 1883, and "454,000,000 pouncîs as the
annuni average for six years, fromi 1881
te 1887 inclusive.

Tho Western reported, packing iii re-
cent years lias been 10,000,000 te 12,000,.
000 hogs annually. Eastern packing, for
which rcturns have been obtained, han
been 2,000,000 te 2,500,000 hoge. The
annual numb'n killed by regular packing
concerna is approxiuiately 15,000,000
hogs, for the entire country. It is esti-
mated that including tue number of hogs
killed by farmers and butchors, the total
wçtuld amiount te about 30,000.000 hegs
annually, about 40 per cent. of wvhich
gots into commercial channels. It Nvill
thus be seen that, nfter making allowanta
for expert., tho people of the United
States consume annually about 25,000,000
hegs. Reduced te pounds the censump-
tien of ho- produots, including lard, is
placed at about 60 pounds per capita of
the population, 50 pounds of wvhich would
ho in monts, and the balance in lard.
One is alImnt tempted te exclaini that
this is rather hogg,,ish.

The dreught of last summer throughout
the cornî states of the West, lad the
effect of driving: the hoga,, te market and
animais which' were net intended for the
market before lant winter, were at once
disposed of. This caused a short supply
hast wtinter apd produced a sharp advance
in pr.ices. In tura the advanced prices
have oporated unfavorably upon the dis-
tribution of the produot, both for home,
censumption and expert. The shortago
in the pack will therefore be overcome by
the decroased consuaiption at home and
exportation. The winter pack in the
West for the season 1887-88 is placed
at 5,921I,181 hogs, a decrease of 517,828
legs as compared with the previeus year.
For the summer season of 1887 some
5,611,526 hogs were packed, a decrease
of 32,477 an eempared with the previeus
year. As te the prospective supply of
hogs the .Price Current doon net look for
any great dimunition in the supply as
cemparcd with the previous year, for the

coining seasen. ho total niitber of liogs
packed in tho districts outside of thoso
included in tho figures given of packing
iii the WVest, are as follows: Eastern
States, for suimmor and Nvinter 1887-88,
2,258,557 Ixogs; Pacifie c.oast, for 1887,
225,000 hogs. Theo figures, as in the
case of the WVest, includo only hegs pack-
cd in factorits, and net those killed by
butchiers and fariuers,

hoe 1ric; Oui-rent aise gives figures of
pork packing in Canada, as follows:
Total packing for 1887-88, 216,214 legs,
agninst 256 ,485 hoga for tho year 1886-87.
The last year nained i3 the largest on
record for packing in Canada. The fail-
ing off for 1887-88 is attributed te tho
higb prie of hegs in the United States,
wvhence a portion o! the supplies for
packing are drawn. Last winter only
4,900 hogs were inîperted into Canada
frorn the United States, agaînst 24,000
fer the sarne tirne a yEzr ago. For Mani-
tuba, Winnipeg is credited with havin-
packed 4,125 hegs, against 6,700 for tho
previeus yen& Montreai packod 28,000,
against 20,OOQ for the previeus year.
Trhe balance were packed in Ontario,
Toronto packing 36,264, Hamilton 20,000,
Ingerseli 9,300, Aylier 7,000, and other
points fromn 400 te 5,000.

SETTIFG A PREOEDBHT.
An important bill han been introduced

into the Manitoba Logislature, whidh if
passed will establish a preedont in deal-
ing wvlth municipal corpor'atiens which
have get inte financial difficulties. That
the bill will be passed it is almost certain.
At the time of writing it bu~ received its
second r-ading, t:nd in the ordinary course
o! events will doubtiens become law,
especially as the Attorney-Goeneral has
taken the mensure in charge. This incas-
ure bas grown eut of the unfortunate
situation in which noverai Manitoba
municipal corporations have been placexi
financially. he cai.ises which led te the'
municipal difficulties -are well knowni.
Excessive obligations wvere contracted
daring the period o! inflation, about tIc
years 1880-82. he country was devel
oping and expanding at an abnormal ratc,
and the future looked se liopeful that
little thought was taken of keeping down
expenditure. The greatest difllculty wvitli
corporations as wcli as with individuals
(an nmany merchants have experienccd te
their sorrow), is te economise during
periods of prosperity. .There is great
danger of running exce3sively inte dobt


