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THE COMMERCIAL.

Business East,
ONTARIOQ.

C Fox, grocer, Whrmesville, has sold out,

Hawilten Qil Co., Hamilton, have scld out,

T, WL BEvaus, grvocer, Glencor, has #old out,

Edwin Lee, hotelkeeper, london, has sold
out,

W Baines, carpenter, Whithy, has assigaed
in trust.

Charles Mickle, cigar manafactmer, Windsor,
has sold out.

E. Decew, hardware merchaat, St. ‘Thons,
l:ag sold out,

R. A. Martin, grocer, Tottenhtm, has as-
signed in trust,

W, Buckle, grocer, Cuelph, kas sold out to
Wm. Winstanley.

Thos. Adams, photographer, 7oironto, has
sold ou’ to —— Lane.

A, Wetherall & Co., dry goods dewlers, Haw-
ilton, have sold ous.

Jos. Reading, bookseller, Wingliam, has suld
out to J. B. Ferguson,

5 Overell & Co., booksellers, Hawilton, is
offering to compromite,

Kenneth Cameron, hotelkaeper, Gravenhurst,
has sold out to J. Boyd.

Cuas. Newbarn, hotetkeeper, Behaven, has
sold out to John Pollock.

Jesse Wiliiams, hotelkeeper, Wauverley, has
soid out to 8. McWatars.

Samucl Stover, cigar maker, Windsor, has
sold out his stove busincss.

Eastwood & Barfoot, lithograpaers, Toronto;
called meeting of cicditors.

Watson Kirk, dealer iv confectioncay, Des-
ronto, hag assigned iun teust.

Walker Bros., hardware meichants, Mark.
dale, have assigned in trust.

Harvey & Co.. bavdware dealers, Hirintoo,
have sold out to A, Laidley.

Allan  Lamont, hardwasre werchant, Mouut
Forest, has assigaad in trest.

Jas. Audecson, harness mher, Ouen Sound,
hus sold out to Moulton & La ten

Thayer & Ellis, wholesale jewellers, T'o.onto,
bave dissolved ; each continues alone.

J. K. Pelkey, dealer in gents furuishings,
Port Acthur, has removed to Wianipeg.

Abbott & Essery, genernl storekeepers, Cent-
ralia, have dissolved ; J, C. Abbott continues.

Hendecson & Mullen, dealevs in wall puper,
Toronto, have dissolved, and new firm formed
under style of Mullea & Mui.

QUEBEC.,

Hyacinth Delorme, butcher,
dead.

Godbout & Co., traders, Qucbee, have dis-
solved.

Nop. Picacd, hotelkecper, Lachine, has as-
signed.

Tardy & Bisscact, butehers, Moatreal, heve
dissolved.

R. Kell & Co., butchers, St. Gabriel, have
dissolved,

Ledue & langlois, tailors, Montrecl, lave
dissolved,

A. Laforest,
burned oat.

7. C. Jodcrenr. dry goods dealer, Moatreal,
1 a3 assigned,

Montreal, ix

bl.ckamith, Ncotetown, was

Roussin & Frore, liquor dealors, Montreal, !

have dissolved.

Joseph Michaud, general storekeeper, Frasor-
ville, has assigned.

Larivee & Nadeau, dry goods dealers, Mont-
1eal, have assigned.

Edmond I'reccure, general storekeeper, Sher.
brooke, has assigned.

¢ T, Picand & Co., waolesale jewellers,
Montreal, have assigned,

Petry & Beaubien, lnmber maunufactmers,
Lake Weedon, have assigaed.

A. Brooner, saloon keeper, Montieal; stock
advertised for sale by cuzators,

N. Mayer & Co., #aloon keepers, Montreal,
bave zold out to Aime Theroux

A. Talbot, general storekoeper, Sherbrookes
stock damiged by fire and water.

NOVA SCOTIA,
I, G, Fraser, general storekeeper, Pictou,
has assigned.
Matthew Aachibald, dealerip patent medi-
ciae, I'ruve, hos sssigned.
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Irade Gravity Shifting from England to
the United States.

Her von Ncumanu Spallmt andertook rve.
cently, in the Dentsche Rundekan, of Berhn,
to prove that the center gravity of the world’s
commerce is gredually shifting from Eagland
through Germany to the United States.  The
rtatistics quoted by him in proof of his theory
would seem to bear out the conclusions he has
veached. He shows that while in 1868 the
share ot Giceat Britain in the world’s commerce
was 24 per cent, it bad fellen in 1852 to 19,5
percent ** and that of the total foreign com-
merce of Ghcat hitain and the continent in
1868, Girezt Britain is evedived with 34 5 per
ceat and-in 1882 only 29, In 1S68 Great Brit-
ain produced 53.6 per ceut of the coal mined in
the world ; in 1883 only 40.7 per cent  In 18.
GS Britisi: productions of pigy iron amounted to
44.1 pey cent of the total, while it was 89.1 per
cent in 1883, Taking next the article of cot-
ton, we find that fiom 1556 to 1860 Eungland
constmed 603 par cent of all raw  cot-
ton manufactured abroad, and the coatinent of
Europe 38.7 per cent, but in 1853 the cotton
trade of Great, Britain fell of to 52 3 per cent,
while that of the continent t'ad risen to 47.7
per cent.  The total decline in Biitish manu-
factmes he estimates at she rate of 1 per cent
per annun for the past eeven years.

He holds that the statistics cited by him in.
dicate that the center of gravity of the world’s
com:ncrce i slowly drifting fiomr Great Britain
towards Germany, and that it wil] ultimatcly
rest in the United States.  On the other hand
Mr. Goshen, the abiest English aathority, con-
tends taat tuere has been no decline in the
quantity of goods manufoctured jn Great Biit.
ain, but that, in point of fact, there hes Leen a
visible increase ; that the apparent decline has
been in the total values, because of the lower
prices manufacturers have becn getting for
their commodities, und they have sought to
compensate for swall profits by increased pro-
ductiou. But Herr Neumany is probubly right
when ho says that the cenzer of gravity of the
world’s comumeres will ultimately be fined in

the Unileq States, at lenst so far as tho two
greatest of all industries, those of cotton and
iron, are concerned. Tho intimate connection
between the industeies of Great Brilsin and
thoso of tho United States was mever better
stated than by the Jate Ilar]l Baconsfield, whos
in speaking just before his fall from oflico of
the stagnation of trade at that timein England,
said that Lusiness wovld not revive until there
was a revival of industiies in the United States,
1¢ is dQiflicult for came porsons to appreciate the
extent to which Eagland is dependent on the
United States.  England is one vast workshop,
She does not raise enough breadstuffs und pro.
visions to feed her swarming population.  Even
when her harvest isa good one she nceds 30,.
000,000 bushels of wheat to wake up the de.
ficiency in the howe product. She needs aleo
from foreign sources an enormous supply of
other provisions. If any embargo were placed
on the export of provisions and bLreadstuffs in
the United Stutes in such years of scorcity as
Eugland cxperienced from 1877 to 1882 the
price of these commodities would rise very con-
siderably in that country. Stop the export of
vaw cotton to England from the United States
und the output of yarn and picce goods of the
aunual value of §900,000,0600 would be ncarly
brought to a staudstill, as it was dwing our
civil war, until uew cotton-ficlds were opesed
in Europe and India. At thet time all Lan-
cashire was clamoring for bread.

Lowd_ Beaconsfield was, therefore, right in
saying that the prosperity of lingland was
lorgely dependent on the prosperity—aund, we
may add, the friendship—of the United States.
But Fugleud cannot hope to coutrol indefi-
aitely the products of iton and cotton.  With
resprct to these she is duatined, sooncer or later,
to find, under a judicious mudification of our
tariff laws, a formidable 1ival in the United
States, and principally in the southen section
of them, where furnaces and rolling milis are
cven uow being estublished in the midst of all
the raw materials that eutev into the produc-
tion ot iron and steel, aud where cotton-mills
are being planted in the midst of the cotton-
fields. It will take a long period to tiansfer
fion one nation to another industrics long es-
tablished among & people who have obtained
command of the world's marhets, vut hat
time must iaevitably anive. As in England,
oLr staple industiies ave destined to be those of
izon and cotte  Asinall England, our pros-
perity is built upon these twn bases—the iron

that enters indo all industries, and the cotton
thut clothes the world,  But with us there are
other factors that ave to be taken into accovnt.
England has to spemd lavge suus annually in
buying bicadstuffs and povisior s to meet the
needs of her industrial pepulation.  We can
not only fi ed all our own people from the o
duct. of our soil, but we can also supply from
ow sucplus a Feavy Biitish or continental de-
maud. Thia, conjoined to the fact tnat the
raw macerizls of 1on and cottou goods a.c in
tbundance close to the place of manufactwie,
gives usa double advantage, and justifics the
production of Hesr Nenmann that, in the shift.
ingtof the center of gravity of the world’s com-
meree, which he alleges is now slowly going (n,
the United States will attiact o large, if wota
controlling shave of the gread staple industiies
upon which the wealth and prosperity of »
people aie founded.—7'he Chicago Journal of
Commerce,
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