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Ibeg your patdon 1" lic said- awkivaidly. Ill diti otmiean ta say that !" aui
Lina took no noutic f *.h apology. She walked up to the table to col-

lcct bier wraps, and was tutning towatds the door ; 'dico her husband's bif
voice arrested hier foo.Isteps.

"lLina, don't go like that 1" hie said, earnestly. I want to tell you me
ail about Mrs. Nuvil. On rny honour, 1 wantcd to tell youîbhe whole story the
before Il" th

IlThank you ; but 1 do not wishi îc hoar what you do itot want to tell
me," abe said proudiy. ttC

She hnd intendcd the words la bc very diguilled ; but iherc was a sus- lie
picious hit catch in lber voice, aud ErrTington knew elle would listen 10,
binà. H

IlDou't be au silly, Baby !" bc %vent au imlbatiently. I couid not tell qu
you about tbis itcw fricnd of ours belore, because, witb the exception of pa
laie hast night, wben you we too tired, wve have had Trescott with us al
tie timte, and ha hales hier like poison. That's why 1 said I came siraight
home. I ,didn't -.vaut you to hear bis opinion of irs. Novil belote I gave
Sou mine."4

IlWhy dots ].anc dislike lier Ill asiced Lina quickly.
She had aiwaysbeen so accustomed to defer Io flane's judgment that th

lici prejudice against Mrs. Nevil was instanîly deepened. tu
IHow do 1 know ?" rejoined Bertit. IlYou know wbîît a peculiar fel- Tt

iow he is 1 lie would like people ta have their naine and age and ail their ad
beiongings and auccstors for ten generations past postîed about lte town!1 ro
Mis. Nevil is al! right of course, or 1 should flot want you to knaw lier."

IAr I ta know ber 1" inquired Lina blandly. She iras quite cool noir, so
-and liad eat daim upon the couch. a

IlHow absurd you are, Baby! 0f course you must kuow bier. Letmui fr~
tell Sou ail about ber, dear." i

lie bati rcsuted lus aid boyisli nanner, and, sitting beside ber, begau of
luis recital. IccordIDg ta his account-and whether it was a truc ont or Li
not, at ail events ho bclievcd it to bce so-Ibis MlNrs. Nevil, whiout lie had st
met et au IlAt Hlonte," mras the iridoir of a .aavai ofilcer. She had been
travelling about until a year back, when site had scttled down in London. in
Site iras young and strikingly luandsonie, she had expressive brown cycs
and a masa of rippiing hair,-and Bertie mentî on describing l ier charma in b
the onthusiastie fashion thtat Lina kncw s0 wcll. The iridoir appeared Io
ha suficring some injustice froni the world at large, for tht irords IIpoor 3.
irouan" and " poor dei-olatc thing" occurred pretty frequently during the
recital. Il

Il Wbat is t'lire ta pity hier for ?" inquired lâna ai lasi. IlHler life cor- il
taiDly seems to bc a dismai ont; but site can go out iat £ociety and enjoy a
beriseli, cantL she?"

*1Site car.not. That's just the difficulty !" returned Errington. "I hcrc s
iras n rumor that s'bc picked up ber fortune ai 'Monte Caria, and, though t
that, aY tbink, bas dicil out, stili it made peoplo raiber shy of bier."

Lven to Errington's owfl cars the explanation sounded vague ; but, zoir h
hc camne ta ihink of il, hie rcaily did flot know niuch more about Msse. ŽNevil
bcyond the fact that elle %,ras beautiful. Then bc irent on Io explain wbat 1.
a kind and truiy Clhristian-like act it would bo if Lina werc to take hcr up
and iniroduce ber to iheir sel.

Il It ouiti bc carrying brightness andi happiness lit a very clieerless
lifé-it would bce bestowin- an incalcuable bentfit upon a wroman whose
houle is very desol île 1"

Errinigton grew qui!e patbctic ; anc wauid have imagiucd hiru ti bc anu
aillent philantbropist; but his ivife was a very apathotic listener. It iras
oniy aiter lie lied atddcd that, the next day beiDg Friday, bits. Nevil would
then cal! upon bier that site answcred rcsoluiciy-

"She ean came if the likes; but 1 shali mot bce ai home."
"You ront bc ai ho;...Ž?" cbocd lrte, looking ai ber in astonish-

ictnt.
<',No, I sbail mot bc a. bomne," said Lina again, the corners of ber mouth

twiuchiDg ominOushy. IlWheîbe, 1 am n l the bouse or out of it, 1 shali
mot bc ai borne to MN'r. ' evil 1"

"Andi why mot?"
WVhy ?", cxclairncd Xina, stun- by the audacity of the question.

el Because 1 do not choosc ! IL-cause- 1 hati mot been back la Lbondon an
bout belfote I hecard your naine and hers caupicd togouber ; bccausc .1 heaxid
front a %,romnan mita is certainly mot a prude that lits. Novil is not exacihy
recoivcd ln socicuy ; because, on your own confession, Dlanc Trecoît will
not bc a fricnd o! bers h No, Ilcriie i 'ou, cf course, wili do as you please
about knowing bier , but1 I mo mD hait bits. Nevil forced upon mue l"

Site hati risen, and iras standiig ricar the door; ana, as she uttred the
last words, the wàikcd out af thicoxu.

The yonng motber bad always resotved thab. no sid face shouid bc broughit
within aight of ber boy-; but sarit hot tests fell upon tht siocping child as
she bont ov 'r bis col. thai night. Ibis wan t firsi quarrel shte and Bertie
hati titi h2d, and long afier bier husband was aslcp Lina was sill ide
airakr. She fli miserable; but site was conx-incod limai she %vas in thc
righî. Ikîtie bati ganct oo fat, and bier patience wus exhaustcd. Nerr
shouldi bis. Nevil enter bier bousa!

Breakfast next marnn at Car m bcing a checrful nicai. Errington
was gloo;my and 11issaîlifiti anti OfI g S off ta his office, lie orniacdl his
ordicary good.byc kiss

I sitail bc hume ai four o7dock ta intxoducc you ;0 Ccil cgber," were
bils partiug words ; but Lint xmade no rcsýiansc.

Left ta hersel!, sice sent a request [o lier cousin flanc tliat be voulti
me to luncheon; and, w heu the inca! wati over, ehle proposcd that they
)uid go togeibor and sec somne pietres.

IlHlatdly axmy anc knows I amn in town," elle said, in answer ta hie
ninder ihai Ibis was lier day ai borne; anad ao to tic galleries thiby iront,
d the afbornoon passeti very pieasantly.

%Vhen ihey returned bomne, tha faund cards lying on the hall table-
,s. Nevil had called,
"lVYs ; master was at home," saiti tha serant, in answor to Linaa

1uirios. "lHt went down ta lha carriage-door to speak to lthe lady, and
~n îhey drovo away together. Master left word he wouldn'î bc borne tii!
cvening."
IlVery weii,» roturned bits. Errington. "lTel! cook na dianer wili bc

luired, as 1 shal ainle at birs. Martin's. Dine, 1 amn going to A-ini
~leu. WVill you cone 1"
TIrescott looketi at bis cousin with an anxicty lie did flot care to croncetil.

e too liad seen Mre. Nevil's cards ; but tbough hie disliked the lady in
estion, the circuuisîance af lier calling hardly accounteti for thc curioun
lemess cf bis cousin'a face.

"You are not well, Lina," hce said. IlLet us siay at home with Syd."
Lina roused herseli and siook ber hcad impatieniiy.
I arn quite well, Dane. IlTell your master," site added 10 thc maid,

Limat I shahl be in by mine o'clock."
Tht litile Kensington bomet proved aucb a haven of peace that, dreading

c coming starîn which she knew Io bc inevitable, Lina deiayed bier depai-
Te, it was nearer ten th mnine o'clock wben she ai hast reached home.
escott hied aimoet gucsseti tht truc state af affaira, andi plea.ded bard for
[mission ; but shte dismiaseti him ai the door, andi went up ta te smoking-
aui alone. lier iusbsnd bad roturned, and iras waiting for ber.

Then the stormn burst; for Errington, was deaperatel>' angry. What tea-
n could Lina give for flatly disobcying him ? She bati put hlm in sucb
predicatnent liaI hie lookcd like a Cool ! bIts. Nevil hati been Lima and
iendiy ta hum during bis wife's absence-amy ane woulti therefore have
maginatb iai bis wife svould havri been properly giaiefa to ia er. Inateati
%hich, she niusi needs talcc the earliest apporiunity of insulting bier 1
nra's si!ence oniy irritaieti hlmi the more, ant ib scene finished by his
rlding out ai lte room andi gaing off Vo bis club.

Eatty tae noi marning Miss Martia was astonisbcd, by Lina'e rushing
, ianging lier arma around bier neck-, andi buratimg mbt fears.

IWbat is the matter, nmy pet ? I.- Bertic ill, or the boy ?" cried tht
ewildered old lady.

"lOit, fia auntit-titcyre ai rightti OuI>' I amn very miserablo h"-and
.na sobbed passionatcly.

Miss Helen beiti ber neice in lier armas and sootheti and peited ber until
re tcars ceas otit flowr and site mas able to speak. Then Lica explained
mc cause of bier grief. Ilertie bad fargoiten ail about ber during lier long

bscncc fromn home, andi bati falon iu lave with a Mrs. Nevil, kbo was a
[reatful maman whom DJame iouiti noi kmow. flertie hiadt in.sisted that
bce shouid reccive bier, anti, as she hli very properly refuacd, bc bad been
orribly amgry, and tht>' voulti nover bce bappy any more.

Ater much patient quosining, Misa HElen at last underetood irbat
uad reahi>' bappeneti; but eim- rather disappointed poor passionate Lin&
>ecauscellue titi mot responti witlt loud lamentations. On the cozîtrary, ahe
augbed i la girl's dloleful propbccy, andi then saud briskly-

"Oh,nDt.-ii ismfotso0badias that I But you anti fertie have bath been
rcry SIS 1"

Mlrs. Bertie Exringlon tirevi berseif Up in a dignificti disapprovai.
IlYes-both ai you 1" conlinueti the aid lady. diBale wua impulsive

tnt mosu inconsideraîo; you %veto very siiiy iu riding the high horse. Nec
bebaved vcry badi>', I admit, in lrying ta force yen ta kmow sorte ont cf
bbornt you disapprove. But so long as you do know bier no haro can corne
of ttc fliriation. Don't you sc that, inua ?"

I wili neyer know Mis. Nevil, Auntie ?I"
««Don'î be obstimate dearic-I know tome-thing of the lady."
"Frarn fanc ?"
"Yes, froin Dlanc. She is ratiter an objectiomale worýn, but mot

so black as sua bas been painteti. Site is ver>' attractive and fascinating,
and:. w as cettainly brighier for ]3ertie ta bce mitmlber ian ta bce aitulng
aloL.t ai bore"

I..ta walked to the wmndoir anti stood lookiug ai. tryimg bard to ke.-i
back le r bcars.

"W Icil, it docsn't matter," site said airil>', after 1 pause; I supipose
wc cani behavc lashionably as well as anybody tise. If Bertie likes ta go
about witit 1~t.Nvl can go about with Dane."

This last speech troubicd Mina Helen. Mai> ytars belote she hâa
guea tht tirrib, ana know ibut Trescoîus love for Lima haid been mato
titan thst o acousin. lic hati bcen t00 poor ta maxry ber, andi toagoocla
man uselesiy ta distufb betr peaco; but irb n, somme ice joars bitck, the
loss o! bis arm bad prouureti hlmi bis discliarge fromn the arxny aL the very
urne wr bhis Cathet'a datbl bat matie hlm a toierabiy rich mani, it wus
bard ta returfi ta England andi finti Lima young Errington's bride. This
secrt was among tho man>' ici Miss Htn'es possession ; and, aithougli 3te
kîmei flanc Io lie as lins as steel, Lima's words moreçMr> distasteful ta bier.

"'Ah, wcll," sbe roplicd, Il1 cau understaxit irhut you muan I flanc
Trcscaxî is a finer fcllow Ia go about t itan Bertit Errinigion."

"'Ob, no, te istnol !" cii Limabotl>'. "flerti s tht dearesiantibest
husbant nder lie sonI Ominlice has been spoilt ail bis liCe, andi maits a
greai deal of amusing. Xi is &Ul '>Its. Neville fauit-mot bis Il"

"lDear me," irejoineti Miss lichen imnocenti>', 'Il tboughi bic msel
<unkinti' and ' cruel' and tai earis r'

'Who 1 Berite 1O! course moir VI xclahpî4 TÀnz. "H t la flot stroliÇ


