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HOPE FOR HONEST JOURNALISTS.

Jourmalists are frequently accueed of using their newspapers for illegiti
mate purposcs, and libel wuits against the press of the day are becoming so
common that * what thould be the mirrer of public opirion is fast losing s
reflective power.””  But we are pleased to state that a re-action is within
m;nsurcablc distance, as will be scens by the following frora the New Fork
World :—

“ A military newspaper, the Admirally and Horse Quards Gazelte, has
been publishing a scries of articles charging several distinguished personages
with a conspiracy with the Sir William Armstrong Arns Manufacturing Ce.,
by which the latter was to secure government contracts for the supply of
ordnanco. ‘The compauy has brought a hibel smit against Captain Armit,
the proprictor of the journal in question, and subsequently petitioned the
Court of Qucen's Bonch for an injunction to restrain Captain Armit from
continuing to publish fresh allegations of corruption of ovdnance ofticials
pending the result of the action,  The Court tendered its decision on this
petidon Jast Suurday.  ‘The injunction is refused, and the refusal is based
upon the sound and sensible ground that the alleged libels come within the
class of * privileged communicationa,' since it the charges are true it is of
the utmost importance that the country should be made aware as specdily
as possible of the kuowledge they convey.  This decision marks the differ
ence between the publication of a malicious libel for perscnal purboses and
of a charge of alleged‘or supposed public corruption in the interest of the
community. When there is good reason to believe that dishonest praclices
prevail in any public departiment, or that a public wrong is being committed
by any indwvidual, it is the duty of a faithful press to make it known. An
honest public official would recognize this duty, and instead of blustering
abuat libel suits wonld set to work tn show that the apprchension was
unfcunded. In ary libel suit the Court and the jury ought to distinguish
between a malicious personal libel and charges or criticisms, however s
taken, made with an honest desire to check public evils and protert the
interésts of the people.”
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SWEETER THAN HONEY.

Thote who have a relish for sweets, and who are wont to complain that
the sugar used by the manufacturers of contectivnery 1s lackingtin saccharine
matter, will probabsy be interested 1n one of the laiest and most wondetful
of the scientific discoverics of the age. For many years the chemist,
familiar with the distillatiuns of coal tar, has been aware of the presence
of a slight fractivn of a percentage of sugar ot saccharine mattgr in this
substance, but it has been left for Dr. Constantine Fahluurg, a German-
Amcrican, to turn this knowkdge to any practical account. After mauy
successful experiments Fahlburg has succeeded in distilling from coal tar a
substance infinitely sweeter than anything hitherto known to the human
taste. The substance is called saccharine, and Fahlburg is enabled to pro-
duce it at the rate of §12.00 per pound, and he is of the opinion that it
will in time be manufactured at a comparatively low cost.  Lleet root sugar,
and glucose, which have bren inferior to cane sugar principally because
their sweetening qualities were not as great, can now be made by the addi-
tion f a small percentage ot saccharine, equal to the best brands of
refined sugar in the matket. Saccharine is so sweet that a teaspooniul
converts a barrel of waterints syrup, A small wafer of it converts the
bitterest quinine solutivn or sourest acid drink into a regular molasses, [t
will therefore be nvaluable in disguising and rendering palaable all the
bitter and sour tastes in medicine without changing the character or action
of the drugs. Saccharine does not decay, mould, or ferment, neither is it
attacked by bacteria_ It is said to have na injurious effect upon the human
system , what cffect has been nuticed seems to be beneficial rather than
otherwise, This immunity from decay will render it of great utility in pre
serving delicate fruits and vegetables. For family use, it is not claimed
that the new substance will entirely replace sugar, but for flavoring purposes
it is thought that it will. In the future the new sugar will be used by
druggists, physicians, bakers, confectioners, pr.serve and pickle mn™ers,
wine makers and dealers in bottlers’ supplics.
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THE BOYCOTT.

In our issue of last week we published the letter®of a correspondent
condemning the opinions expressed by us with respect to the boycott, and
calling upon us to show in what manner it could be injurious to the best
interests of any community. The correspondent-has answered himself most
conclusively, inasmuch as while asserting that the movement is invested
with the dignity and characteristics of philanthiopy, he admits that in
carrying it out the fundamental principle embodied in the Golden Rule of
Chnistianity, “ do as you would be done by,” cannot be observed. Our
correspondent sees no objection to the boycott, believes that it does not
interfere with individual liberty, and that it is in short a powerful instrument
for promoting the welfare of the toiling masses. Now, were this true, we
should be among the first to advocate its use by labor organizations, but as
a matter of fact it dncs interfere with individual liberty, and it does tend to
prejudice the public mind against any labor organization which adopts it,
In the first place, in this free country, the employer and emsployee are free
agents.  If the employer is dissatisficd with the work periormed by the
employex be has the right to dismiss him; on the other hand, if tke em-
ployee is dissatisfied with the wage received he has the right to scek.work
clsewhere. But when the employee, in conjunction with his confederates,
undertakes to boycott the employer, he interferes with his liberty to sell to
whoever might buy, and as the purchasers are placed under the same ban,
their liberty as buyers is curtailed, without their being in any way responai-
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ble for the differences which have arisen between employer and employes,
If boycotting is dignified with the characteristics of philanthropy thos
cogaged in it nhoul(g at least display that love for mankind based upon self.
sacriffce.  Now it is apparent that the boycotters are not «alled upon 1
eacrifice anything, but that it is the boycotted, innocent as well as guiy,
who really undergo hardships. W= have taken the trouble to make oy
sclves familiar with the views of many working men upon the expedieney
of the boycott, and invariably we have found it condemned by them o
harsh and injurious to the rightcous cause of labor. Certain it is (hy
public opinion has emphatically condemned this tyrannical method of
forcing up wagea or shortening hours of labor, and our correspondent wij
some day agree with us that it is at any rate *impotent for good.” The
grcnt wmajority of mechanics and artizans, bath in Canada and the Unity
tates, arc clectors, and as such have the rights of citizenship, with freedon
to use the ballot box in their own interests, ‘They can, if they will, frame
the laws of the land so as to protect labor and prevent the  .2nny of cap
ital, but when they, without the sanction of law, combine to substitute 4
second tyranny quit: as objectionable as that of capital, they cannot ex
that public opinior or the common sense of the community will give theg
that support that they requivo in order to be successful. ‘This labor quesugy
is a difficult one tu solve, but its solution will be arrived at without res0rting
to questionable and extreme measures. Qur correspondent must be well
aware of this fact, and we most earnestly recommend him, aud all such g
are interested in the labor question, to peruse the First Report of the Con.
missiouer of Labor, recently issued by the United States governm:nt,
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THE WHY AND WHEREFORE

It is somewhat difficylt for Nova Scetians to grasp the full significance
of the land question in Ireland, fon in this country we have a comparatively
sparse population, and 1aud enough, if equally divided, to give each man,
woman and child in the Province a thirty acre lot. Buat in Ireland, withiy
dense population, and its limited acreage suitable for cultivation, the condi
tions for securing subsistence are greatly restricted, there being, incleding
mountain and bog lands, an average of but four acres per head of the popa
lation. The truth is, that the demand for land in Ireland exceeds the
supply, and as a consequence, rents, nominal or real, are kept at a pownt fu
in advance of the actual value of lands to the accupiers ; and it was pro.
bably this fact that led many Liberals to object to Gladstone’s Irish land
bLill, which provided for ti.c purchase of the land by the tenants within
twenly years Now, it is well understood by those most conversant win
the Irish land problem, that five sixths of the holdings would not enable the
tenants to pay two per cent upon a fair valuation, over and above the sub.
sistence of the tenant’s family, afd it is therefore evident, that such tenany
would have found it impossible to bescome proprietors of their holdings
within twenty years. In England, rents have fallen from 25 to 50 per cent,
in consequence of the demand for land having slackened; and English land.
lords cheerlully accept the reduction, knowing well that a refusal to accept
it would cause the farms controlled by them to be vacated. An English
tenant farmer, if his landlord refuses to accept a fair reduction in rent, can
very readily securc a vacant farm for a faiv rental.  But with the Irish ten-
ant it is different, he is between the devil and the deep sea.  He must either
pay an exorbitant rent, or run the chances of eviction. If he pays what the
laudlord demauds, bankruptcy stares him in the face ; if he is evicted, he
and his family go to the workhouse, and their support will add an add:
tional tax to land owners. The Irish land question is by no means easy of
solution, when it is remembered, that of the GGo,co0 holdings in Ireland,
“the rental“of 538,000 is practically irrecoverable by anybody, whether
lzndlord, English Government, or Irish Government.” It is pluin that the
nationalization of the land is the only measure which promises relief to the
Irish people.
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CONTESTED WILLS.

One might gather from the number of wills that are contested that the
true theory is, that the desire of the heirs, and not the will of the testator,
is to govern the distribution of property. But this tendency of the age is
likely to receive a serious check, if the will of the late Mr Tilden is here
after taken as a model. * L have made,” said Mr. Tilden, * a dispositior ¥
my property according to my best judgment,” and under these circumstances
he felt justified in ins2rting in his will a clause providing, that in the event
of the will being contested, the heirs would be cut off from anything they
might have otherwise received under it.  If testators, anxious to have their
estates freed from expensive and vexatious litigation, would but take the
trouble to add such a clause to their wills as that used by. Me, Tilden, we
venture to predict that many heatt-bumings, many misuaderstandings, and
many cstrangements, might be avoided. Of course, the insertion of sucha
clause would not prevent the heir. or heirs of any testator contesting his
will, but in doing so, they would have to assume a very serious element of
risk. It is probable they would think twice before undertaking to break the
will, and the public would be spared the nauseous narratives which are
trumped up against deceased . :stators by disappointed heirs. A manin
his hifetime can dispose of his property as he will, and unleas thore are grave
reasons to the cuntrary, his will should be oinding upon his heirs,
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The Hon. L. G. Power has contributed to the Dublin Review a very set-
sible article upon Irish Home Rule. The Senator evidently appreciates the
drawbacks in Ircland, resulting from Castle Rule, and strongly advocate:
distinct legislative assemblies in three kingdoms, with but one Imporisl Par-
liament. He takes the Cunadian confederation as his model.




