448

Il VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

(Seerrupen 16, 1872

OUR COLONIAL FORCES.

In tho “Army List” forthe current month
somo additional information was given,
whioh, though it appoars soveral years after
date, Is nonn tho lexs weleame. After o
vast nmount of discussion, and wo unidor-
stand, o‘ppnsiliml. it has been ruled that tho
forces of our colonies shiould bo rocognized
in tho pages of the ** Army List," and the
result {; that at the end of'the book nbout a
dozen sheols nre now vevoted to a list of
oflicers of tho ** Colonial Keserve Farces.”
Why this term has been applied to the Co.
loninl troops it is difficult to understand, for
tho word * Reserve” implies the existenco
of other troops, to which tho colonial corps
would act as n support. As nmalter of fact
our caloniva aro now, almost withiout cxerp
tion, left to their own military resources,

«anil thereforo Colonial Forces would acem
to bo at onco & moro simple und more cor
rect deseription of the armiva in question.
This, however, isn poinl ol detaf], and could
no doubt, if ofticially raised, Lo justified
with equal official ncumen by the competent
authorities. ‘The lists, however, speak for
themselves, and convey to the British }mblic
a good deal of new and inleresting informa.

on.

Arranged in alphabetical order the Militia
of Antigua occupies tho first place, and ap-
poars L0 consist only of Yeomanry Cavaliy
and a batlery of Artillery, British Guinin,
however, makes a belter show, for 1 addi.
tion to a stafl) in which an adjutant.general
very properly occupies the first place, thero
aro cavalry, artillery, 1ifles, and Lino com

anics. ‘Tho locil forces at the Cupe of

ood Hope aro out of proportion to the ex-
tent and importnuce of the colony. They
consist exclusively of voluntecrs, snd num.

ber but half & dezen companies. ‘The so-
journ, howover of royally nt Capo Town ]ms‘
eft its maik, for one corps Loasts the title
of *“ Prince Alfred’s Own,”” while another,
presumedly of more recent existence, is le-
signated he **Duke of Edinburg’s.””  Malta
in addition to its Fencible Regunent, which
ronks with tho regularg, has a few Militia
companics. Natal, which comes next on
the list, has a somewhat pretentious force,
‘Thero are regimentsof Carbineers and Hus.
sais, in addition to Yeomunry, Cavalry and
Mounted Rifles, the Line Comipanies bear*
ing the tille of +* New Germany Rifles.”
New South Wales scems to possess s con-
siderable Volunteer Force, which, as far as it
is possible to judgoe from its appearance on
paper, would bo carefully orgamzed. Tho
existenco of a ** Staff’ and a ¢ Volunteer
Staft " would scem to imply the existence of
s Militia ; but of this Jatter service no men-
tlon is made,

It it however, the army of New Zealand
which takes the placoe of honour amongst
the colonial forces whose existence is re-
corded in tho wonthly ** Army List.” Nor
is it difficult to understand why Now Zea-
land should possess a8 moro considerable
army than the other colonies. The island
has unfortunately received & practical les-
son in tho art of self dofence—and has ovi-
dently profited accordingly. The Militin of
course comes first, and would really appear
to bo a very important force. ‘The names
of upwards of sixty field officers head the
lis& and thero aro two hundred caplains,
and twico a8 many more subslterns, all ap.
parcntly availablo for * general service,”
for tho list is not divided rogimentally, The
forco moreover, possesses a sufficiently nu.
merous medical staff, and somo quartermas.
ters also would appear to have served their
apprenticeship in the Queen’s Service. Tho

Neiwr Zealand Voluntosrs, howaver, are or-
gonized in tho samo menner seomingly as
our own, About Lvenly treops of light horse
hond tho list, and these ara supplemonted
by a fulr proportion of Artillery and Engt
neer corpy, and at least soventy riflo com-
panios. The administration of tho volun.
teers would nppoar to bo left o tho Militia
staff, for thero is no Volunteerstafl, and no
oflicor of superior rank to that of major,
Next in order and smporlanco too, to the
New Zealund force, comes that of Princo
Edward Island, concisting of n few com.
punies of ¢ Militin Volunteers,” and fifteen
very substantisl regiments of Militin,  All
ol these arc infantry batltalions, however,
and there is no Cavalry, Enginecrs or A
tillery,  Su. Christopher hing threo troops of
Militia, and St Helena, both a Militia and o
Volunteer corps; Singapora has a single
compny of Volunteers, and "I'urk’s Island
only n couple of officors.  The Victoria forco
is evidently arranged on the same model ns
that of New South Wales, except that it is
niore aplit into companies ; but il is nune-
tieally strongor, and the staff would scem
{n bo more camplete. Three companies of
Western Australiin Volunteers, under tho
command of a brigule Colonel, complete
the Reserve Forces,

The first reflection, however, that occurs
oun luoking through the list of our ** Colonial
Reservo Forces *is, what bas beeomo of tho
Canadian  afilitin, no mention of which
is made? ‘The omissions, too, is the
more remarkable, as  the Canndian Mi-
litin ranks first in imporlance amongst
Colonil  armies — numbering in  the
ranks of the Active Militia, no less than 43,
1¥4 men, and in the Reservo Militis no less
than LM.000 men.  How is it that this body
should baleft out of the Army list, when
the Volunteer companies of ‘Turk’s Island
and Auntigua are officially recognized, we
are at » loss to understand. Tho ways of the
nuthorities, however are inscrutable, and we
will not attempt to solve the problem. But
in the meantime we would point out that
the ignoring of tho Canadian Militin may
tend to creats some disappointment if no
stronger feeling in the bosoms of the loyal
inbabitants of the Dominion ; and if wo may
presume to counsel the War Office, wo can-
not but suggest that it would have been
better to defer all mention of Coloninl
Forces for another month rather than pre
sent an intompleto list to the public. It is
indeed wifficult in any reasonablo way to
descry a justification for what appears (0 be
a very improper and unnecessury bungle,
for Canada is but twelvo days distant from
Pall Mall, as against the twelvo weeks which
a letter takes to reach New Zealand ; but
we must conclude that the authorities have
acted after mature consideration, and if it
was intended to offer a deliberatoe insult to
tho Canadian Militin, there is reason to foar
that they have but too successfully achieved
their purpose.

It is not, however, to point out the defi.
ciencies and absurdities in the arrangement
of the * Army List "’ that we refer to tho
innovation iz tho August issue. Enough
that we are glad to sea tho colonial forces
properly recognised, and if the recognition
13 sontewhat tardy, it is nono tho less accept.
able alike to the colonist and British public.
Woshall, however be glad to see the list
properly compleled, more especially as in
the case of tho Cunadian Militia tho omis-
sion will not be probably regarded Ly the
Canadians in its probably true light of a re
prehensible clerical error, but asan unwar-
ranted and impolitic snub on the part of the
Imperial Government.

Perhaps wo cannot do better, in order to

supply our rvoaders with semo idea of the
patriotic exortions of tho Canadians and of
the military power they aro capatlo of de.
veloping, than to print tho two voturns
which npf)cnr in the* Roport of tho State of
tho Militin of tho Domjnion of Canada for
tho year 1871, lately presented to tho Ca-
nadinn Parliament, Ono of the men (sco
column 257) presents us with o tabular view
of tho strength nnd organiaation of the ac
tivo Militin of Canada, on tho 31st of Dee.
1871, and the other with a view of tho Re-
servo Militia onrolment of 1871, Theactive
Militia is shown to consist, including all
ranks, of 43,174 officors and men. Out of
this number 34.413 (oflicors and men) have
performed the annual drill for the military
year 1871-72, of which 22544 (officors anid
men) with 1090 horses, wero nssembled ut
divisional or Lrigado camps of exerciso, for
sixteen days continuousdrill, paid, supplied
and maintained as ifon actual service, 5210
(officers and men) with 319 horscs, wore as-
sembled in camps which wera only in opera-
tion for eight dnys, under tho ordinary ro-
gulations, relative to pay and supply ; tho
remainder of tho aclive Militia, numbuiing
8,700 (ofticors and men) performed their an-
nun! drill eithor at the headquarters of corps
or, ns in the case of many battories of Gar.
rison Artillery, »t certain forts where in.
struction in gunnery could bo more advan

tageouely afforded, and shot and shell prac:
tice properly carried out.

Threo batteries of Gnrrison Artillery in
the provinca of Ontaric embarked in suc-
cession on board tho gun boat Prince Alfred
for cight days, and were praclised at “ gun
drill,’ firing shot and shell, the vessol dur-
ing the period cruising on Lakes Erie and

uron.

1180 cavalry and the whole of the Ficld
Artillery (ten batlerie, with 42 field puns)
have performed their drill for 1871.75 in
tho different camps of oxercise.

The second return alluded tois that which
sbows tho result of the enrolement ef 1871,
of the Reserve Militia, in the nine military
districts, compnsing tho four provinces of
Ontario, Quebice, New Brunswick, and Nov.
Scotin—from which it wili bo seen, that in
thesc four provinces alone there aro nearly
700,000 men, within the fighting ages, liable
by law to military service in defence of the
Dominion ; thus proving that there is 1n the
country itself an ample supply of the most
important elementviz ,men. By this return
it will ulso bo seen that therois & total iu-
crense of 33,942 men in the Reserve Militiu
sinco tho first enrolment under the present
law, a period of only two years :

Tho total number of Militiamen in all
classes, according to Eurolement of
B . ) 694,003

Do do do do 1869 656,066

‘Total increase 1STI.....uu..... 38,942

These figures will we trust tend to reas
sure thoso of our readers who might other-
wise have been affected hy the most dismal
anticipations fiom the absence of all record
of the Canadian Militia amongst the other
colonial forces in tho pages o!‘g our Imperisl
Army List, With seven hundred thousand
fighting men capable of being placed in line
o? battle for the defence of their homes,
Cansdaneed havo little fear of American
annexation. On tho other hard, what with
the Chinese difficulty, the §Negro difficulty,
tho Irish difficulty and tho fresc trade and
?rotoction difficulty, tho United States will

or many a long day bomore interested in

suppressing difficultios at home than in cro-
ating them abroad ; and if over annexation



