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TILE COLONIES.

1.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sty :—In iy last letter I contended that
the colony which is most expnsed of all wag
defensible in caso of wor, and that on the
grounds of military expediency it would ba
more to the advantaga of England to deiend
than toretire from Canwdi.  Let me now
look at the alternative of the cisa: that Ca.
nada 13 given up, and that the whole Con.
federation in any future struggle is noutral.
This, it is to be kept in mind, insolves the
consequences that on no part of the Atlantic
const north of Bermudya, nor on the Ameri
can side of the Pucific Ucean, would kng.
land possess a single havbour whero she
could coal, or refit & vessel, or obtain sup.
plies.  To ropar damages a ship must re-
turn to Englind, and il the United States
waro left freo to operate withall their power
against Bermuda, how long could that Island
beheld? Being witlun casy access of the
Unitead States, it must, at all ceventg how-
ever guarded agamst rveduction or anctual
capture, he closely blockaded, and for all
effectual purposes would he useless. If Ber-
muda fell aow long would the West Indies
remain British?  And might not the con-
tagion extend to Australia anl other colo-
nies of the empire? If Canada were aban
doned on tho ground that she was diffienlt
to defend, would the Pacific or Australinn
colonies not claim the right to be neutral.
In the language of Lord Grey, * the policy
of abandoning a part of our colonial empire
could scarcely be adopted without giving so
great a shock to the feeling of conlidence
and security in the remainder as groatly to
increaso the difficully of nmintainmg it.”
England would thus be deprived of active
allies, numbering nearly seven millions of
people, all over the globe, and her enemy
would gain immensly in the means of inflict
ing injucy on her commerce m cvery sea.
And what of tha fact that Newfoundland is
within six days steaming of Ireland? Ifall
the ships of England are to be withdrawn
from the American possessions, that Island
at once becomes a safe base of operations
against Ireland whence men and munitions
of war cuuld and would bo despatched as
opportuaity or the chances of success war-
ranted.

To sum up, therefore.iin such a war, if the
polioy of abandonmentis to Le followed, .
England loses whatever advantagae is to be
found 1 the alliance and active support de-
rived from Canada alone of half a mminon of
figh:tmng mon, of whom 70,000 are as hardy
seamon as the world can produce; of the
employment of 2 very large shaveof the
eneomy's rescources and men in difficult and
exhnusting expeditions; in having no har-
bours to repwir and coal herships and to fit
out expeditions within oasy access of the
enemy’s country, and of so beiug able to
harass a coastjng trade which oxtends from
Maine to Cape Horn und from Cape Horn
to the Columbia Riwver. She relinquishes
besides, all hope of exacuting what somere-
gard as a strategic operation possessing cle-
ments of probablo success—z descent on '
California by » force drawn from India and
collected at Vancouver's Island; and above '
all, she risks alienating the acuve support of4
avery other possession and turning them, if
1no worse befais, iuto the condition of neu.
trals; and she furnishes a-safe foo'ing to a
hostle force on an 1sland less than six days’
sail from Ireland.

It is true that by the course of abandon-
ment she would avoid somo strain on her
owna resources, but as the men for defansive

operations and the transport and commis- |tho American Ropublic, at least tha states

sarint would bo mainly found by Canads,
whose power (o supply them is incroasing
every year in an enormous ratio, England’s
contribution would be chiefly in those things
of which she would have a superabundance,
and could not employ elsewhere,—viz, mu-
nitions of war, ships, experienced officers,
and a suflicient contingent of regular troops
and chsciplined seamen to support the mili

tin and naval veserves of the country. If
tho policy wore to limit the war to the de

fence of England itself, the protection of
tho commerce of England at sea, and tho in-
flicting loss on that of the cnemy, the area
must necessarily be confined to those parts
of the world where Euglnd possessed har-
bours for refitting and stations loy enal.

But 1t my ba said—granted thita war
may be carried on so us toinfhict hewy loss
on both, and that thoe n'wulute conquaest of’
Canada Ly the United States maght bere
sisted, yet that a war at all with such a
nation is an evil so mighty as to cail for the
removal of all possible occasion for it; that
the cxistence of Canada as a British territory
is a sourco of danger bath to herself and tho
Empire, and that aporehensions of the con-
sequences to Canada provont England from
taking ground on issues with America be-
coming her national dignity and honour!

Let us try the fuirness of this argument
by the test of history. Have any of the
causes which have threatened war been at-
tributabloe either to the position, the acts, or
the policy of Cunnda? 'The Oregon boundary
dispute, the San Juan affuir, the Trentafl iy,
the enlistment question, the difticulty res-
pecting tho Island of Ruatan, the Alabama
deprodations, would all have oceurred, and
possibly have been followed by less pacitic
solutions, if Canada had never existed.

It 13 true that during the Confederate war
difficulties of a serious character occurred
almost daily, which called for the exercise
of the utmost vigilance on tho part of the
Colonial Government, and which, if that
Government had erred, might havginvolved
Lnglind in the alternative of a war or the
humiliation of an apology. Bodios ot men
in the interest of the Southern Confedera-
tion eundeavoured to make British America
the wasis of hostilo operations agiinst a
friendly Power, and though manyin Canada
axercising the undoubted right of individual
opinion, sympathized with the one side or
the other, tne action of her Government
under these trying events was suchas to
call forth tho repeated and grateful ac
kuowledgments of the United States for
the fanhtul performance of her international
duties

1 hus far, therefore. aud that. too, under
circumstances of such delicacy as aroe not
hikely to recur for many years, the position
and acts of Canada have not proved in them-
selves & source of danger. May 1t not be
asserted thut the policy of tramning the larger
colonies to ussumo_the functions of nation-
ality hus been unwise, and that those func-
tions—aeven when the independent exercise
of themis devolved on the colony—may.be
discharged in entire harmony vith the gen-
eral intera-ts of the empiro.

Is it in her existence there? The answer
may fairly boe found in tho facts which I
think sarrant the assertion thas the United
States are conscious they have territory
enough and more in actu.l possession than
they can consolidate during the life of this
generation: that fature accretion would be
an evil, oven if entailed on them in the
course of nature ; doubly un evilat the price
of war, and an immeasurable oneat the price
of 2 war with England. .

I believe I am justifiedin saying that while

men of the present day, would not object to
roceive Canada il'in process of time sha were,
with the assent of England, to negotiato for
admission, yot they are too sensible of the
bazard, of tha chwrcter of tho resistance
that would be oftered anlof the cortam
oalamities, ev- n il ultimately successful,
which v war with Englind would entail, to
encounter them for tho sakeof the acquisic
tion of Canada, In the interosts of peaco
theso statesmen desire tohave the tnedns of
proving to the American people that an at

tack on Canada is an operation so hazardous
as not to bo wudertaken Lut on molves xo
cogent as to warrant thoir encountering the
whole power of Great Britain, and that, in
short, the attempted sutjugation of Cannd.
means war with England,

If thore be truth in these views, and that
the possession of Canada will be but a sub
sidiary inctdent, il an incident atall, in any
future strife, may we not hesitate in giving
credence to the oft-repeated ider that to
her position is attributable what some eall
the spititlass policy of England in reference
to the Alibama dispute?.

May wa not rather appreciate any state ot
things which induces either party to pause
baforo entering on a strife which, if ever it
daes arise, will be onae of which nowne can
tell the end nor forsee tho consequencos?
It cannot be said that in referenco to any
one of thoso past disputes the honor of
England so far has been farnished. The ele-
ments of timo and friendly discussion are
often more potent than the sword.

Ifsucharguments bearingon the supreme
consideration of common peril, have any
force as respects Canadu, they hold doubly
true in regard to all the other colonies, be
cause none are oxposed to the special dan
gor to wluch the Dominion is subject.

Wo have now to constder the turthor ob
jections of the disseverance party embodied
m tho words profitless and burdensome.

Lot us tuke the case of Canuda, again, as
the one against which this charge hus been
most frequently mnade. It is said that the
amount expended on the military and naval
cstablishments is o heavy charge on the
English tax-payer; that Canada  will not
raiso tho revenuo by direct taxation, butim
poses high dutie on English manutactures,
and gives them no advantage in their mar
ke's over those of any foreign nation; that
1t even asserts the right of negotiating with
the United States as an independent Fower,
inrelation to their mutual commercial in
tercourse; and that so littlais Englund dis
posed to mterfero with what Canada thinks
best for its interest that she is prepared to
stand by and let it make such treaties, to
the partial exclusion of her own products
that it obtains guarantees for objects mn
wvhich it alono s an_interest, and that, in
fact. tested by the balance sheet, it is of no
advantage whatever, but, on the contrary.
is a source of recurring expense to tho
mother countyy.

How far are these charges true? [Ihe
last occasion on which I 2m aware that the
colonal expenditure was investigated was
by the Parliamentary Commttge of 1859
According to Mr. Merivalo, who analyzext
tho items of expenditure enumerated in
that report, the net outlay of Great Britamn
in times of peace, deducting imperial expen-
diture for military purposes on such fortuied
posts as Malta, Gibraltar, &e., was about
two millions, of which one-fourth might be
apportioned i ~ the North American Colonies
the most exp sed of all,

On reference to the army estimates for

last year I ¢ anot makae out that the expen
diture ezpeciaily chargeable on Canada




