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PRESBYTERIAN NIGHT THOUGHTS.

Ihe wnter 15 by no means sensitive whether the
*thoughts ' about to be presented are called mght or day
thoughts; the plan puth bemyg that most of the thoughts
he wishes to present came to lum i the daytime.  However,
mght 15 supposed to be the time for reflection and meditation,
and so it seems appropnate to use the above title.

Specai emphasts should be placed upon the fact that the
*thoughts™ of this article are tor Preshyterians; for while all
vur great denominations bave much i this age about which
to think, we as Presbytenans should give carnest heed to
the things which especially concern us as  individuals and
asa church,

The firct ** thought” which | would present to my  Pres.
bytenan brethren s respecting the custom of grace at
meals o, as atis generally called, “asking a blessing:"

It 15 somewhat diflicult for ministers to know just what
the practice of Christian familes is in regard to this matter,
for many wardly prople, from a sense of courtesy, invite
ministers to ask God'sblessing at their tables.  The question
for us tu consider is, o many of our prople, or most of our
people, regularly ask the blessing of Ged upon their daily
foud ?

Weare not just certain where the custom of asking a
blessing at the table originated  Charles Lamb is of the
opinion that it was at a time when a meal was  considered
a speetad gift of God; when food was scarce and the hunter
felt that when his table was provided with a meal he was
especully indebted to God fur it. - No ditference what the
genesis of the custom, it is a good custom  and  should be
practised.

A blesding at the table shows our recognition of God
and «ur wense of dependerce upon Him.  Itis quite true
that we may he more grateful at a time when food is scarce
amd Biving precious, but ¢ven when food 1s abundant we
should not fanl to remember that it s God who opeas his
hand and supplies all our wants.

Thiscustom has been 2 common one in Presbyterian
famndies i the past, and it is the duty of ministers to press
home upon the people the privilege of seeking God’s bless
ing upon their daly toud

‘Thore s another thought along the sam2 line. 1 refer
to famuy pravers or Christian worthip.  Those who were
trned wm Chrictian and praying families know that the
fanutly altar is a place of spintual education.  In after years
how vivad in reeollectan are the forms of our parents as
they bowed in prayer morning and cvening.  The very
remembrance is & benediction!

It is ditlicult to ascertain the ivets, but there are indi-
eanions that family prayer s to some extent dying out among
many Chrstian people It is said that in many families
connected with our churches famnly prayer is neglected.  If
such be the case, 1t i a sad thing for the Christian church.
There are some things, however, that lead us to believe that
the practice is by no means general.

Heve 1s one thvng: a ciraw which shows the way the wind
is blowine A sermon baviye heen preached upon this sub.
et a collepe professorapproached the minister at the close
and ifarmcd hun that in lns fanmly was a companion who
hud been in many Christian famihes and who gave it as her
evpenience that family prayer was rare . Her words  were:
I have Ined in many Christian families, and in the families
of several ministers and your home is the first one where
they ever had famnly prayers.”

Tt would be easy to dwell upon the advantage of prayer
m the fatmly  What an influence it basupon the children
and vpon the home bie when day is begun and ended  with
God ! How eavy athing it is for men to pray in public who
habatually pray at home with their families.  Possibly it is
beeause many of our heads of families fail to pray in their
hames thar they find it difficult to pray in public mectings.
\May the Cotter’s Saturday Night be the model of our
Christan Anierican homes,

We turn vur thoughts for a moment in another direction.
How many Preshyterian parents give their children regular
and vystematre mstruction at home in rehigious matters ?
Farmerly st was the custom of parents to requite  their
vhildren to comnnt the ratechism and the Bible in the home,
bt proast parents are too lax in these matters at the present
tune Tt s a faet that very fewinstruct therr children regu-
Larhyan rebpous things A teacker  of large experience,
epocially with ebildren, i oa recent conversation gave it as
her apinton that + 1s the exception rather than the rule for

The Preshyterian Review,

children 1o bie instructed by their perents 1n the home
systematically in religious matters.

There is a dangerous custom growing up among many
Christian people.  “This is the tendency to pass the religious
instruction of children over mta the hands of th2 teachers
in the Sablath-school.  What a mistake! No teacher can
ever take the place of a parent.  The parent who ncglects
his child and fais to trawn hum 1n the nurture and admoni-
tion of Goud in the home 1s guilty of great folly.  Such par-
cnts often impetil the souls of their children.

Another subject upon which we should reflect is the
farlure of many Presbyterian parents to take their children
1o church on the Sabbath.

‘Thereis a dangerous heresy abroad that the  Sabbath-
sthuol isthe children's chuich, that if the little ones attend
the Sabbath-school in the morning or in the afternoon that
is sufficient. The Sabbath-school can never take the place
of the church, itis a dangerous error to suppose it can.
‘The services in the public sanctuary have an educational
value that cannot easily beoverrated.  Indeed, the ordinary
work of the Sabbath-school is often greatly over-estimated
5o faras the training of children in the fundamental principles
of Christiamty 1s concerned.

It is a sad fact that comparatively few children attend
church, and itis impossible for some pastors to preach ser
monsto children for the simple reason that there are few
children to hear them.  The writer was  recently informed
by a certain gentleman that he attended a church where 1t
is the custom of the minister to preach to children at stated
periods.  He was anaious to learn the effect of the sermon
upon the children, and leaning over the gallery rail was
astonished to see but one child present ! This probably is
an exceptional case, but there are too few children 0 our
churches, and this is a subject about which Presbyterians
should think carnestly and prayerfully.  Ourchildreashould
be graduated from the home and the Sabbath-school 1nto
the church and not nto the world.

Presbytertans have aiways given great attention to preach-
ing. Indeed, in the Presbytenan church the sermon is the
central part of the service.  Perhaps no denomination has
succeeded betterin tramming a race of preachers than the
Presbyterian, 1f, indeed, so well.  Is there a tendency to
revolt from 100 much preaching?

This question is asked m order to bring forward the
problem of the second service on the Sabbath, for it is a
great question in many parts of the land what to do with
the second service.  Shall we abandon it or change its na-
ture ? Ifthe service has lost its hold uvpon the affections of
the people would it not be better to abandon it altogether
and permit ministers to  be free to conduct evangelistic
meetings 2 Makeshifts cannot last long.  Special services
may help on for awhile, but if it be a fact that the people
want less preachingand more music and praying, why not
look the matter squarely in the face?

Whatever be the difficulty, itis a fact that 10 many of
our churches the second service is not so well attended as
it ought tobe. Thismay be the fault of the minister, but
we rather judge that the conditions of hie have much to do
with it. The world has too strong a hold upon many of
our people. They love their case too well and take too
much pleasure in secular things, in semi-teligious books, and
in sccular papers to eénjoy with relish the Sabbath evening
service.  All of us are aware of the growing tendency to
make the Sablath a day of pleasurc and an occasion for
social gatherings; and all these things have adirect bearing
upon the matter before us.  These thoughts are presented
to Presbyterians with the hope that they may become not
only better Preshyterians, hut more faithful Christian people.
New York Observer.

THE POWER OF UNITED PRAYER.

As we read the Book of Iuspiration and as we observe
God’s providential dealings with men, we find two
things emphasized : First, there is individual duty and
responsibility ; and, second, men are largely dependent
on each other. There is a sense in which every man
must stand alone before God. His own acts determine
his destiny. **The son shall not bear tne iniquity of
the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son, the righteousness ot the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him." No man need expect to plead successfully
either the virtues or vices of his ancestars, relatives or
associates as an excuse for lus wrong-doing. Adams’
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