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PRESBYTERIAN NIGHT THOUQHTS.

l'lie writer is 1-y ira mntias senitive wiietlrer the
tiaugit-' ahurîtt ta bc prut.sctttd ire calked nighit or day

tlrouighit; thre pilaîti r.Uti r vg that mronSo ile thoughts
lir 'h.tarrtare tolim, rIn the daytinie. Ilowtver,
niglit iý rîîî'e to bc tie Issue fur rlctian aird nueditatiori,
anrd Sa t llîî. )rc'J'riatç tu use Utie above titie.

S1itI.i1 virjiia.,Is shlrail Ire platced upoîr the. lact that Uic
tlitluglit%' t tii arts( k' 1Orelor llrcsl>yteriaîrs; fo while al

our grrat dIctionîiations liae c much is this, agc about whicli
tu timk, wc a% l'resb>tt.rîans sroild give cartiest hccud to
the trings wlrîch ecrtcm;riIy cuncern us as indtividuals and
asn a hurcli.

'l'i i'rrs '« tii(ouglit" svhichs 1 wrîuldl liesent to riiy Pres-
I'yterillr liretlircin is reýpccting the cutoin of grarc rit
munils or, as it is gtncrally calltcd, Ilaskiing a blcessing:"

It iti %oinuwhat dillierrit for mnin ibters to know jubt wliat
tire jiractire of ChIristian farmdrcis is in regard to this mnater,
for nsany wordly peuplec, irurn a svne ut courlIs>, invite
irîniters to ask(»odls'Icssing i thecir tables. Ths: question
for us tu roîrsider is, lits many of our pvolile, or niost of otir
peuplle, reguiariy ibk the llssisig of Gnd uiprîr their daily
foud? i

W arv sOnt just certain whec the ecustoni of risking a
l>les-,sig rit tht' table originatvd Charles ,anili is of' the
tsimnitJii tîrat it was at a tinit' whcn a inca] was considered
a spt-ai gt of God; wlien iciid was scarce and the humecr
teit tliai %%ier Iris table was prravided willh a meal lit was
ebi cî.rlIy timdi. hîed to God fur it. Nu ditïcrtmice what flic
gt'Iitsý i rt ive cist, inr. it is a good custoin and slmould bc
f'ractist d.

A lhs il i t talle !show-; aur rccognitimr of God
11111l tirr (,it f le ndi upril HM. it is quite truc

iti re ia>i lbo more gra.ttIrul at a limec whemr food is scarce
atm,!l living p'recinus, b'ut cvcn wlin food is airumdant we
slrmeuilsi trot failtt reniemnh'er thar. it is t;od %vho oî>cas his
hand, annd auî lrsal our wants.

'lins di' o as lieeni a commnon one in l'zcsbyterian
fiijiules il, tir. Iast, and it is the duîy of ministcrs to press
hlneup'*ýn ' lie .e'l ht 1i'ivea sccking God's bless
ir'g rj,îr ilîL'ir darîly tutid

«Ili. re is :mîrotler tth'.ug'ht along the sanie Une. 1 rcicr
1<, iinîy jtras crs tir ('histi.ti wor'hip. Those who wue
trallned ii('hriti.iir and p)ra>ing f.milles know that the
limly illar kq a ulare af spIritui.l education. In alter years
i'nw vs-iitl in <'lcîo art: tihe fornms of Our p.1rents as
di-y lmt dt in Itra>rr niornhî'g and îvening. The s'cry
rrmeniant is a Lecdictîaîr 1

It is dîificult ta aý,srtain the fretîs. but thevre are indi-
t-iiieii- thit fim'iy pirayer ks ta soine cibtent dyiîîg out aniong
iiiiany Chrr'aîan liepr'nd Xi siid that iii ir.any fanîllies
canrecdci si th outr cîmurrires f'anilly prayer kç neglected. If
sri liv th'e , it is a sad 'bing for tie Chlristian cirurch.
Th*Ii-rc are ,ý.'Mu ttlaigs, loerthai Icad us t0 believe that
thre piractire: is Iby o nis gceîral.

i le-e is ont- t bing; a '%traw wici shows thre way the %vind
kç id. .wîntii! -rt-r1rni,ii Ilivttig lieurs l'reachîdt uprin this buih

ju-.a cubltc'gt -riss' ppIr-aclid tue mnister nt the close
anti iifrîrint d litîn thiat ii Isis faîîily was a comrpassion who
liad lit'n is iany t'tri"îian famuilles and who gave it as lier
tl'ii'ritnt' tliit laîiffy pirayer was rare li1er words wvert:

«I have Ilî'.rd in mlany Chris.tran (aiies, and in the families
of bvierai miinist'-rs and vour home is the first onc whcre
thev te.t-r had firnry 1)rayt'rs."

11 w.nuld lx- r-as> to dwc'il upon the advantagc oi rrayer
litii fa rnily %'r'hat an influence it lias upion the chiidrcn
alibi iiips - i~ th 'O-it' life wlîii day is begun and î.nded witb
Gond ! 1 Iw u'-sy a thing it is for men to pray in public wiro
ii.ulntually Iray at homre witb ticr families. Possibiy it is

inçUs rany of ç,ur hecads of families fail ta pray ini their
hr h dai thry~ farid it difficult to pruv iii pubic nicctiigs.

Ta>' time Cotter's S.rturday Niglit bc the mode) of aur
Clirîstiaa .\Xirincin homnes.

'rVc turno ur îlnoughits fuor a mom'nent in aniotirer direction.
11--w iîianv l'rclhyteri.an parenits give îiîeir clildren regunrr
and )> su niai t instructiun at home iii relîgious niatters ?
1,'nisierly st w.a. thi' cutr tif parents to rcquire thuir
elm-irc-n lub roroi*ni the, riteciisrn aîd the Bible in tire home,
lm i. nh' Payt M. t 'Cir-b lax in thcese iranttes ai thre prescrit
liltv t' .lu -- et tm i at very few ins'ruct tlîcîr children regu-

1.11 n rtn'igmnus iling, A it!'ctr of large expc'riencc,
CJI" ,-ialls w'ilh rl"m-iren, 'n a rtccnt cons'eratîan gave it as
lit-r .-'p.nu.'r that i 's th1t- cxception ratiicr thaïs thc rulc for

rhildren to b li nitucted biy their p.'ctis, in thse homne
sybstiniatic.tlly imi religious tîratters.

'I'lre is a dangerous customn grawing up among many
Clhristian )ctuie. rhis i, tIre tcmîdcîsr'y to pass tbc religious
instruictionr of chîldemi over imita the liirds of tFz teachers
in the WhIabshal rlaî a inîstace ! No teacîrer can
evtr take tihe place ui a parent, 'l'ie parent wbo ncglects
Isis clrîld andi [ails tu traitsr bîm mn tire nurture and admoni'
tion of (;ud iii tire homne is guilty of gre:at folly. Such par-
cuts olteti imnperil tire sauls of thcir chidren.

Anotier bubject upomi which %ve slrorrld reflect is the
failure: afiiiîany 1>resti)-teriati parents to takc ticir childrcn
ta clitirch on the Sabbatii.

I'lere is a daîigeraus lirersy abroid tîrat tl'e Sabbath-
schuol is the childien's chuicis, ithat if the hîttie ones attend
tire. Saiul.ath-schoalin tire narning or iii tire aiternoon that
is suti'icient. T'ie Sabibatir-schaol cati neyer takc tire place
aof tie church, it is a dangeraus error tes suppose it cans.
'l'ie sers ices iii tic pulic sanctuary have an educatianai
value tirai cannaI easil% bc ovcrratcd. Indeed, the ordiîraty
work of tic Sabbathr-schoal is allen greatly over-estimated
so fairas tire trainring oficildren in tlic undainental principlcs
of Clrristiaîîîty is concerned.

XI is a sad faci tirai crnrpiratively fcw cildreir attend
crcîr, and it is impossible fur*sanie pastors t0 preacb scr
nions tu cildren for the simrple reasor tirai therc arc few
cildrcn to Ircar dreor. Tire bvriter was recently informed
by a certain genrtleman tirati e attendcd a cirurcir where it
is tire custoin of the min'uster to pîcacis Io childien ai stated
pcriods. H-e was anx.ious ta Icarir tire cifect of the sermon
upon the cinaldrcn, and leining over tire gailery rail was
astonisiet se but one child presemît I Tis probabiy is
ain cxccptional case, but there are too lew chlîrdren in aur
elrurchc's, anîd this is a subject ajaut wirich Presbyterians
sîroultinmk earirestly and prayertully. Omîr children shouid
be graduatud fromn tilt: homre and thc Sa-bbath-schooi ino
the churcr aird mot rurts the world.

Presbyterlans have aiways given grm.at attention to preacis.
in,%. Imrdced, in the Presbyterman ciiurch the sermon is the
cemntral part of tire service. Perhaps no denomîîratmon bas
succccde:d better in traiîning anrce of preachers than the
Presbyterian, if, indecd, so well. Is tîrere a tcndency tas
revoit mûrir îoo nirucli preaching?

'l'Iss question is -t!ked iii arder ta bring forward the
probicmn ai the second service on the Sabbath, for il is a
great question iii many parts ai tire ]and what to do with
thc second service. Sliaîl ire abandon it cr change its na-
ture ? Iftfice service bas lost Is irold upon tire affections ai
tire pcoffle would it not bc better ta abandon it aitogether
amrd permit rîinisters 10 bce frce to conduct evangeiisîic
meetings ? 'Makeshifts cannot last long. Special services
rnay help on for airnile. but if it bce a fact that thé- people
irant less preachingaird more music and praying, why flot
look tie maîter squareiy in the face ?

WVha.tever ho tire difficulty, il îs a iact that i0 many ai
aur citrclrcs the seconrd service is not sel irel attended as
it ougi ta ie. Tlhiis inay be tire iault ai the minmster, but
%ve rither iudge tirai the conditions oi Idie have mnuch 10 do
%iih il. The' rvorid lias too strong a irold uipon many of
aur people. They lov-e their case too well and take ton
nwuch pleasure ini secular îhings, in scni'ireligious books, and
in secular paliers tel erjoy vir reiish the Sabbath evening
sersb mce. Ail oi us are aware ai tire growing tendency tes
niake the Sabl-ath a day of picasure and an occasion for
social gatirnings; and ail these things have a direct hearing
upon tilt matter before us. These thouglits ate prcsented
to Presb>teri.ins with tire hope that îirey may become flot
cmiii better Preshytcriane, but more farthful Christian people.
Ve-w Y'ork (Q' .çr-z'r.

'lTE POWER 0F UNITED PRAYER.
As sve rend the Boaok of Inspiration and as we observe

God's providentiai deaiings svith meni, we flnrd two
things emphasized:- First, there is individu.al duty and
rcsponsibilitv ; an d, second, meni art largely deptndt.nt
on cach other. There is a scîrse in which every mani
must stand alone before God. His own acts determine
bis destiry. "'The son sharîl flot bear tire iniquity of
the father, neither shahl the father bear the iniquity of
tire son . the righteousness est the r'ighteous shall bc
upan hini, and the sîickednebs of tbe svicked shall be
upon him." No man need expect ta plcad successfully
e'tlir the virttes or vices af his ancestcrs, relatives or
associates as ami excuse for iris wrong-domrrg. Adams'
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