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the question presses, IlWhat can be done at once-
this year 1"

The weak country churchesi-those that are not
entirely dead and go'ne-might be distributed
among their natural helpers-the stronger neighi-
boring churches, by the H-ome Nlissionary Society,
(it will hiave to adopt the word "h Iome " tiow, to
distinguishi iteelf froni the Foreign M, S.), and
make those churches assume the dreary respon-
sibility of refusing to help the îveak ; or else dIo
what they ought to have don(, long ago.

Tt ought te be a source of gratulation to a city
or town church, that it ie carrying on 'a work for
the Master in some neighboring village, and de-
veloping seif-help in two chu rches by the saine
effort. The brethren wouid do well to think the
mnatter over, wvith prayer for divine guidance, and
corne to the Union gathering with some clear
ideas as to ways and means, and agencies. Let it
be knowvn that we are going to do something, and
the initial difficuity je overcorne.

CRURCLIUIN

Dear Mr. Editor,-I read with nuuch interest in
your last issue, mygood brotherAllworth's letter on
Organic Union, and muark with pleasure its frank
and kindiy tone. Nor will it mar our mutual
regard, if 1 stili reniain unconvinced that organie
union promnises nothing for purity, zeal, and
Christian activity. By the way, the adjective
Ilorganic," has net been used by those moving in
the direction ailuded to by rny friend. However,
that may passe; division is net justified by any N.
T. principle, and 1 must atili hold that tht unity
whose manifestation is deetined to cause the world
te know that Jesue has been sent, and for which
that samie Jesus prayed, ie te be sought for, and
to be worked out by these who call Humi Master,
and who would stand fast in His liberty from
vain conversations received by tradition from the
fathers. So I stili would work aq £' wouid pray,
that yet we ail may be one.

Nor, dear editor and brother, have your Ilfound-
ation principles " shaken my conviction that the
New Testament has nowhere marked out an ex-

cînsive formi of cliurcli polity. Tholi church is only
an u.s8embly ; th Clirist iian cliurcà ii Christiaun
aesembly ; the old patristrie motto is ever true,
Ubi spiritus, ibi ecclesia. IlWhere is the spirit,
there is the cliurch." Of course an assembly must
organize, but organization muet bu' adapted te the
work that lias to bo overtaken. To predicate a
divine coinxnand for a particular forni, is te em)u-
late the oxclusiveness of our Baptist brethren,
who make an ordinance a test of obedience to
Christ. Lt is quite nianifest that union is impos-
sible upon any assumptiton of infallibility or un-
changeableness on the part of a denomination.
Semper eadent is the proud boast of the Vatican,
and of all who have miade up thieir mind that they
are indeed the people, and ail wisdom will with
them die. We have a better heriùage; we cn
learn, and are free if freshi light comies to change.

Since the little pamphlet, "lAn Endeavor for
Christian Unity," has been circulated, questions
have been asked regarding the conferences held
by the brethren of the Congregational and Pres-
byterian churches. Lt is, or ought to be, well
understood that at thiese conferences no one on
either side assumed to speak for anyone but for
himuself. At the sanie timne opinions were ex-
presed that led ail the brethren te take hepefully
a further .step, and thieir opinions, personal ex-
pressions, miay be without breach of confidence
sumnmarized. There is, as te doctrine, an evan-
gelical faith common to both the Westminster
Confession and the Declaration adopted by our
Union. Should furtlier and more general con-
ferences be held, the question will be-net the
division of either-but je there enough cemmon
ground in them on which unitedly the two orders
can stand ? That is one of the questions that
ought te be f rankly met a.nd answered. If suifi-
cient for both parties, honestly held, doctrine
should not separate, and as neither are inspired,
the future may be lef t to take care of itself.
Practically the declaration is a fairer presentation
of the teachinc, of the Congregational pulpit.s than
je the Westminster Confession of the Presby-
terian.

As te polity, congregations in the Preebyterian
church are reahly left in ail metters pertaining te
tbimselves, practicaliy te manage their own affaire,
and Congregational chu rches could retain, without


