
TEMPTATIONS PECULIAU TO THE MINISTUT. lui)

potteni, sorneties subordinated to purposes of personal ropu1arity; anîd thetl ought
in prepftriaig the discourse not so much what will thîs make the pccýple think of
MY Saviour, as what will this make the people think of me ? Thore xuîy 1w a log-
itimaate desire for the approval of our people, but it is a dangerous elexncv to ý
mit to sny considerable place in our hoarts, the desire for approval by G4i is a
far safer feeling to encourage, there ie aaoreover this advantage iu it, m lien the
approval. of Cod is honest1y and carnestly souglit ia our work it -will c",rtainIy
issue in as m uch of man's approval as it is desirable to get, or safe to hot, 1, bfesides
this vhen we cau 80 far forget oureelves as to malte it our great atmn that -.l nmen
May knov, appreciate, accept and love our Saviour that they may forgc t ui and
sur discourse, our oloquence and oratory, and go home and talk about ý~1ii iet and
hiswork, then we slhail best subserve the great purpose for which wo w-cre called
into the ministry. The teuiptation to labour for applause ii yielded t.) w 111 not
ho yielded to alone, there were others in its wake that wîll draw uq intti sin.
,quoh as trirnming our discour8es to please men-omittin g offensive truthis-,;ûcften-
ing down denunciations against sin-touching lightly on the 51118 of tihe m ealthy
in our congregations. I a1lvays alin to, roll my pills ini sugar before 1 .l-tnîis-
ter them," said a minister ia the prce<nce of tlîc writer by the wvay of iulviee to
him. It wluld have been a far more correct illustraîtion to have said 1 bind
round the "two edged sword" of the spirit with wvadding: if the truth be flot
pungent enough to be felt, if the swvord of the Spirit do flot penetrate deep enlougla
to give pain it may well be doubted whether it will effect the desired stPparation
between the sinner and his sine. The preacher must seek to, iind ont " acceptable
wordB" and must flot willingly give pain for its 0w-n sake ; yet if the trii h liob so
preacehed that men undnrstand aad apply it and feel ite force it wvill give pain
te evil docrs, as in the removal of a dieseased meniber of the body th8
pain is flot the design of the surgeon, but an incident in bringing nbjout a
healthy etate of the sysecm. Modern science has indeed diecoverect how it can
rmnder the body insensible to pain white surgical operations are perforrne 1 ; but
n special benefit oaa bo contèerred un the sout. white it remains in insen'.lIbility,
nay, men will resist every thruet mnade by the sw<rd of the Spirit white urnder the
influence of the Devil's chloroform. [t is iii the nature of m-oral. anodyiies to har-
den the surface, to encrust the soul in a coat of miail, when it je once pit-'eed in-
sensibilitv ceases. Whon a minister undertakzes to preach painfal truth,; in such
a way thàt hie hearere shall fot feel thern, or administer bitter truths; so that hie
hearers do flot recgnize them, lie may be axnusing imiself but he is trifliing ýwith
bis hearers, and diecovere a lamentable ignorance in that part of the wiirk in
whieh lie is engaged. if the fear of man bringeth a anare, the desire to pîcaso

men will frequently entrap us.
Suifer mue here in this connecti'rn to make a quotation from Baxter, let enys,

<'We have a base maan's plcaeing disposition whiohi wvill malte us let men perish
e3t we lose their respect aad let theni go quiet1y to helI, lest we should mako
them angry with us for seeking their salvation: arîd w-e are ready to ventur-e on the
ispîcasure of God and risk the everlasting misery of our people rather 'hian draw
n ourselves their i11 will. This distemper must be diligrently resisted.> As the
nlowing paragrapli from the same author strikes boldly at another of Vie errors
ovhich ministers are tempted which I liad marked down for consideration, I
hall be pardoned if I intrcduce my own remarks by quoting it. Hie adds-
'Many of us have also a foolish bashfulness which maltes us backwarl ti) begin
ith them and to speak plairdy to tbem. We are so modetst forsooth that w-e

lueli to speak for Christ or to contradiet the Devil, or to save a soul w-hile at the
ame time w-e are lese ashanaed o>f shameful -,vork."
What was a matter for complaint in Baxter's time has not ceased to esi' ts 120w.

here is a very grave difficulty to be mnet in this matter, some men are e,)nstîtu-
onally diffdent,-delicate and sensitive. Some even of tb-se whose piety is
bove the reach of suspicion, whose love to Christ je fervent and whose commu-
ion with hlm is sweet, nevertheless recoil from any such.mode of person-il address
would seemn to imply a felt superiority in themselves, tbey instinctively shrink
M the utterance of a word that might be supposed to gi;-: pain. There ie flot

doubt that suoh persons percuive their diity and resolve on itb performanûce, but


