
THE~ CANADIAN IND1EPENDEN'f.

"kt wa" Go''sgon~d ple.asure,tliroughl the fool-
ishness of the pr-eaehiragç,. (thing preached>) to
save then1 tha~t Ihelieve ;" writes PauI to the
torinthian churvh (1 Cor. i, 21,> havingr already
written that IlThe world through its wvisdomn
jcnew not Goà." JN' te the insertion of it.s lit
the R V., for mnany floolisli tirades agcainst wvis-
dom have been founided on it bec.N ex-r-
ilheless inere bea~d kriowiedgre, curlous arts,
ima"Inificent, architecture, al 1the refinemnenit: of
an highty civilized life, wealth, wisdoin of*
echiools,-notie of hese could save; but tht-
oimple sto, y of the cross,, tho apparent folly of*
faith in a crucifled redeemer-tlhefe were the
power of God unto Galvation.

10 's needless to explain that by fooliblhness
Paul does not mecan folly, but as in the case of
Agrippa before whoîn Paul preacie-d of a suf-
feringf and risen Christ wvhat the world deeins
foolishnes.s is (lod's Ioving wisdom. IlWifuh
but littie persuasion thou wouldst fiaii n ake

nea lristiant," Acts xx4, 28, iR. V., exc]a-*tmcd
Lialf sccm-nfully- the proudi king to the earncst
prisoner; that is a 8imple story you are teli-

SPaul, with stich child's play you -ýUtely
do not expect to mnake me a Christian! The.
preasching of' the croszi is, to theni that 41rle j
.Peri.4hingc, fooli,-hnc-.ýs: and yet by this foolish-
hness it is God's, good pleasure that theV who!
be1ieve are to, ho saved.

The design of prenching therefore is to pre-
§ent salvation to faith. WilI ýhe accredited
Preaching of the 0. T. and the N. T. afford us
any insight into the purport and nature of
Utiis great Salvation ?

The cùn1y 0. T. examplei3 to whici iii the~
N. T. the word <-preacli" is applied aive the
eagees of Noah and of Jonah. 12 Pet. il, 5 . Mat
xii, 41. 0f the subAtance of Noah's prcaching
we have that simple, word Ilrighteousn&s."
tonah's was in design the baine, for tho king
bering of the weird judgmient cry: "*Yet forty
çUye and Ninci 0h shall beldestroy-ed,"exhorted:
If Cry raightily uto God, yea, t.urn every one
krom bis evi! ways and frorn the violtrnce that
i§ in their hands;"' and we read --c Ood saw their
ivork., that thçy turned from their cvil waT
%Ud Ood repented of the evil whieb he said iei
Iroul1d do unto them; and he çlid it not>

igteouwness and judgment were the themes
îf the 0:~ T. preachers thus designataed in the

g. T nç>cl, the tenth fromn Adtgu, pro-

pheisicd or preached, and il, Jude, xiv, 15, we
have Iiis thenie;. They ire the same as those
of Noah and Jonah. Johin-thie voice in the
wilderness-caine preaching, and his tlenies
wcr-e," Rtepenit. The kiiigdom of heaven is at
lianid." He fuilier pointed to the Lamb of'
<Jod--tlie grenter than himself, w~ho taketb
lLw1y the sini of the wvorId and bap)tize8 with
theff-oly Ghost and witli tire. The first re-
Cordled ptreachiýng,, of Jesus wvas (Math. iv,. 1.7,)
ciRepenClt ye, for tie kingdomn of heaven is at

halnd," and that wvhich is generally called the
sermon on the mnount is one contii>ued, teaching
otf irihteousness, so lieart .searching that ail who
have endeavorcd to take in its rncaning must
have repeated thlý experience Paul records,
iorni. vii. 9, and asked " Wlo is sufficient, for

ail thesc things ?" The Apostleti take up the
Strain (ACtS iii, 19-26) ",ini turning every one
of you from your ink1uitie's, and the great
preachier Paul declares his commisbion in these
words (Acts xxvi, 18,) "lTo open their leyes,
that they may turn froin darknest3 to Iight."
The effcct of a great preachier's work in modern
days has been thus descrihed I.- a truc heartedl
poet :

" The flow of ernotion deep) and 8trong
Troublp-d the land as it swept aIong,
And left a resuit of holier lives,
Tenderer inothers anid worLhier wiveS.
The lhusbaîid and fattier whose children fted,
And 8ad wifé wept when his drunken tread
Frightened peaca front his roof tree'8 ehode,
.And a rock of oifence his hearthstone made;
la a strength that was not his own, began
To rise froin the brutes to, the plane of main.
Old friends einbr4ced, long~ held apart
13y oviJ counsel and pride of heart:
And penitence saw through rnisty teara,
In the bow of hope on its cloud of fear8,
The promi8e of heaven'a eternal yearp-
The peace of God, for tue world'8 anpoy,
Beauty for mahesi, and oil of joy."i

What works this ýnighty change ? The goý-
pel, tyzangel, the good tidings which g'nge,
sang on Bethlehcm's plain and which Paul dee
elared to bac Il the poer of Ood unto Salvation
to every one that believeth." For therein is
revealed a righteousue.9s of God- by faýith umnt'

fatias it i8 written: "But the righteows
8hall live by faith.» (Rom. i, 17.)

On strictly scriptural groundi we have
i eached the conclusion that the end of gospe
preaehing is qglyqtion froni the cnrse,of ii
both in it8 condernning and in. ita corrup14ý.
power, and this by faith. for the word of hfl-
ing does not profit, when flot united by Saith


