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firm unto the end." Whose children we are
not if we do wickedly; for hie that worketh
not righteousness Ilis not of God," but of the
evil one; and " in this are mnanifest the chil-
dren of God and the childrer, of the devil; "
they bear the family likeness. Sucli is plainly
Seripture teaching, and its practical bearings
are not far to seek.

Witbout perplexing ourselves with theolo-
gical.subtieties, wbich are only fitted to turn
us aside from our practical duties and privi-
leges, let us realize this, fact-two natures are
strivirng within us, Lhe god-like, the devilish,
and if our adverbau', the devil,' goeth about
like a roaring lion seeking, to devour, or the
prince of the power of the air would, by more
subtie agencies, lead us captive at his wiIl, the
spirit which God has caused to dweil within
us longeth for us with even an envious long-
ing? (Jas. iv. 5), and pleads, why will ye die?
And whilst tbe father of lies lias nothing to
offer us, save a prodigal riot to end in prodi-
gai famine, rags and despair, the God of al
truth and consolation bias, perhaps, sharp dis-
cipline here that our trust be provedl, nover-
theless, the peaceable fruits of rlghteousness to,
those exercised tbereby.

It is an awful responsibi.lity to choose evil
and Mauifest our character as devilish, to take
the guard from the door of our lips and eherish
those lusts that war aai.nstu the soul; to eul-
tivate tie root of eternal bitterness, and to
curse with sorrow, if not with sin, those who
walk with us iife's fitful plgrimage. I-ad
Zimri peace, wbo slow bis master ? Have, any
peace to wbom the way of God is not kno-vn ?
True, oftitimes, to outwarcl seeming, there are
no bauds in the deatb of the wicked, and ln
life their strengtb seoms film:- nor are they
troubled as other mon. There are no bands
felt by the cofllned dlay, nor trouble in the
deatb vault's da.mp corruption;- but death is
not tbe end you seek.

"Whatever crazy sorrow saith,
No life that breathes with human breath
Has ever truly louged for death.
'Tis life, whereof our nerves are scant,
Oh., life, not deathi, for whieh we pant;
More life, and füller, that we walit."

and the devil neyer gives bis childj on anything
but the darkness of eternal death. Wbo
opeuly wouid cbooso this ? Take williugly
the dréad responsibility of deatb, wbon life is
within reacb ? Tbink of a spiritual suicide!1
AI, My seul, come not near !

But, if it is au awful responsibiiity to choose
evil, it is a bieszsed privilege to be assured rif
souship witi God ; for " mith Him is the foi Lu-
dation of life ; in lis ligbt we shall see ligit."
True, the future is not ail rovealed ; we see
tbrough a glass darkiy; it doti not yet ap-
pear what-we sbali be, but there are many
tbings we may know, sucb a.s, l'the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that thougih He was
ricb, yet for our sakes He becamoe poor, that
we through lis poverty might be made ricl;"
that Ilthe Son of God is corne, and bath given
us an uuderstandiug that we know Hlm tbat
iý; true, and we are in. Him that is true, lu is
Sou, Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
oternal life." And sueli kuowledge gives con-
fidence. and ho that waiks lu confidence walks
in comnfort. Even in broad daylight, with
cloudless gYlory overbead, we walk with Der-
vous pain wben we bave no assurance of the
way, and to wander iu darkuess is to dweil in
thne vory sbadow of death. God's cbildren
realize a father's care and watcbful love, for
they '4know wbom tbey trust, and are per.
suaded that Hie is able to guard that which
they bave committed unto Hlm ;" that "eail
things work together for good to those that
love Hlm; " and tbat thougli it may Iluot yet
ho, made manifest wbat we shahl be, we «know
that if Ho shaHl ho manifestcd wo shahl ho like
Him, for we shall see lm even as Ho is!"

"so, on I go, not knowing,
I would not if I might ;

I'd rather wvalk in the dark with Godl,
Than go alone iu the liglit."

"And every one tbat bath tb;s hope set on
hlm purifietb bimself, even as Ho is pure."
flore,- thon, is a ground of rich and full assur-
ance. «'If ye kuow tbat Ho is rigrhteous, know
yo that eveiry one that doeth righteonsness is
begotten of lina." But bow " do rightreous-.
uess," wbeu temptations without and lusts
within beset and beguile, buffet and baffle?
rAu oid question asked under conviction, asked
of and answered by the Master, «"What must
we do that we mnay work tbe works of God ?
This is the work *of God, that ye believe in
* Hm whomn He bath sont." Eighteen-and-a-
baif eventful centuries have passed since that
answer wua given. Meu have discoverod, lu-
vented, searched, explored; even to-day the
buried wisdom of the ceuturies are being
brougbt to ligit, aud the accumulated and
accumulating wisdomn of the world's systems,
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