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factures of the world can fil atlord to have no part ln this important
branch of human industry. Une necd anly ta visit the great centres
of linen manuiacturing in Ireland and on the Continent te beconvinccd
that. next to the manufacture of cotton goods, ibis is the most remuner-
ative of thc fiber industries. A study of the comparative consumption
of linens asnd cotions shows that with the steady aise in the staadard af
living of th: -lias, es in civaltzed caunitrien, the per cent. of 'ineii goods
uised is stcadiiy increasing. To ane in possession af the facts about
this great induistry. and especially about its oarly establishment in
this country, it moust bo a matter ni great surprise that tbis entorprising
nation has allowed the industry to slip froro is cootrol.

Certain agricaîlftarai conditions are necessary. The ano3t import-
ant of these isthr. checapness of lands compared with values in lreland
and on the continent. wîhere fiait is now largely produced. Nt:xt to
tbis in importance is te greater native fertility of our soifs. A yet fur-
ther condition in favor of the Uinited States, espec.îally in Ncw England.
is flic fact that thousands of the best ft ri:-- have beon abandoned and
tcn thousandF af acres of land of much laigher native iertility than
tbose under cultivation in Europe. nowv lie in idleness. or practically
so. These conditions joincd wiîla the proverbial silI and enterpriso
ai the American farmers. shouf:I give thero a decided adî'antae in
this enterprise over Eurapean conapetitars. W'e nccd only learn their
anetliods ai close and intense iarming ta surpass tbem casaly in tbe
growth of filc: ai least ta the extent of providing fiber for the produc-
tion of linen fabrics for hîome cansuimption.

A final condition worthy of note wbich would bcecstablished by
the introduction ofibtis industry int New England. is the building up
of a home markcet for ail kinds ai manufactured gnods. Iftho aban-
donied farros of New Fngland could bce ropeapled by the growers ai
flax, New England b> this intense farm ofa farming could support a
rural population many limes as great a- she lias ever suppartcd

Aiter a careful cacaminatian ai ail that bas been writtcn upon the
subject. and as a resuit ai personal inavestigations covcring a peiod
froro ay visit ta lreland and the continent for spociaf investigation in
iS5î to the present time. 1 venture the follotsing practical suggestic ns
about how ta proced in the establishment ai the fiax and lint ni indus-
taies in ibais country. Wlaat is needed first is a capable anfi pro.
gressive coînmitiee froro a representative bod,- ai manufacturers ta
co-operate wîth the U'nited States I)cparament ai AgricuLcure in carry.
ang thrir recanimendatiuns into effect. Abundant information ai the
most d...aalttd aod reliable lcind is at hand. illutrating every phase, af
the industry irom the selectian andL prcparatian ai sils up througb
cvery stop of the agricultural icattares. as wcll as tlie processes ai
manufacî:iring. ta tlae finding ni tbe cansumners for the finisbnd manu-
factured produets.

A consînutce. representang a b)o:l ai capitalists ai adequate
Te-sources. sur-I. for example. as out New England Association. is an
absofute prerquisite as a pretimaîaary >tep. Saach a conîînttoe, %%ith
a paid %ecrciary. who %lauuld de'.ote lias uhac time to the business.
%hould xdclre.s aisli ai once ta tbe fullu%%ang tasks li1rst. tbey shoîild
acquire by t case or otltcr%%àse a pilant %uffîciently comnnodiaus for
adequate esperimcntaîaon. an a localaîy ichere a score or two ai farmers
are smilting tu gro%% a clefinite numbor of acres cf i tax each. The
comniî:ee shcuid havec pou=e ta impurt the ver: latest and best
miachiîner',. boîta fur scçuîçh mails andl for the manufacture ai linen
goods-in bhort. shauld bic empoereml ta t:o in New England %%bat
has atready 1«cn su %uccessiall dunc in Canada and Nlir-higan
%Nhtin stact a turrimitte is read% tu proceed. backed by such an
organiz-ition and by tbe repreeaativcaà in Ccngros af soda a
consiucnLy as New England boasts. there is no doubt that
adequate protection an the latin.o ai a ariff an importations eould
lie securvd. Even %vthout protection a beginning cat be mnade in
the opinion oý1 ali est an thie question. But watb protectian.
by mnakant: use ai the abundant informnation ai bandi. ilherc is not tbe
sligbhtcst rislt lnde-ed there is every reason tu believe that financial
soccess is certain from thc bcginning If is equally certain abat the
growtb ai thc industry isili bce steady andi substantial frorn tbe first.
à-ince ever issibilaty ni iailurc ba% been anticipatcd by previons
espernment. Once sure ai their gruuind tbrougb such ana initial stcp.
the commiîtic sbould be autîîora:ed ta acquire large tracts ai stutable

lands ln the vicinity ai present plants and water privileges. ta wbich
thie industry may lie extended as rapidly as is expedicot. the distinct
afim ail the time being to supersede the malcing of coarser caotions by
tlae maldng ai linen fabrics. As fast as the space now accupicd by
coarser catton machinery can ho utilized by linen machinery. the
cattan maclainery sbould lic transierred ta the Soth, wbere miuls
shoull lie establisbcd or acquired by the as-,ociation. This double
plan will secure ta New England the great and remunerative finen
indtastry ta taite the place ai file coarser cotton manuir.cturing that
you are bound ta lose in the end, anyway. and will enable New Eng-
land capital and larains ta comirete on equal ternis on its own grounds
with the South, that is taldng the coarser cotions froîn us aon account,
chiefly, ai certain distinct local advantages. as w-e believe.

PEARL BUTTON NAKINO.

In former years pearl buttons were ioremost in the lisi af exports
rram Austria ta the United Nawadays a peani buttait destined
for sale an tbe Aimerican ma.rket is a rarity. ror sorme time, says a
writer in the Dry Goods Ecanamisi, a movement bas been an foot ta
develop in tbe United States a domestie manufacture ai peari collar
and ather buttons. American manuiacturers wbq have brancbed out
in competiuian ta tbe Austrians enjoy advantages wbich only good
anacbanery can give. and wbat as more important. tbey are willing ta
psy slirbtly botter prices for tbe shells. a condition arisiîtg froîn lime
and money saved by macbinery and botter prices realized. The pro-
duction ai pearl buttons in the United States, howev or. bas nat as yet
had mucb ta do witb the general faliing off in Austrian exporis.
Dealers bere say tbat thus fat only inicrior goods can be made lnt the
United States, viz. ; buatton.s for use an underwear an:I other garments,
where qualaty is scandary. Good. ane-piecc callar buttons cannae
successiully bo produced there in view oi the fact that no machinery
capable ai doing the same clear. symmetrical work that is donc by
band in tbe United States bas been put on the markcet. But tbey
ospect the problerri ai macbinery ta bo solved satisfactarily ere long.

The lcthargy ai tbe Vienna button trade. resuihing froan the clos.
iog ai tbe American markcet ta their autput, is remarkable There
used ta lie a number ai large factories. emplaying as many as two
bundred warlcinginen, un active aperation ail tbe year round. To-day
many ai thern are shut down. The employces earned gac.d wages-
aiten $6, $7 andi $8 a wcek. amounts that are uncàmman borte The
majority ai these men bave bad ta quit work and learn sorme otber
trade. The commission merebants. whbo yearly cleared big profits.
bave been obliged ta tal<e tîp atber linos or retire ona their carnings:
so nat only bave the general cJass ai factory emplayees suffered

The manufacture ai buttons was also carried on largely as a
liausindustrie.- which means tbat tbe labarer was permiticd ta

carry the material supplied h;m home ta le fashioned The rnachinery
boing crude. ail the anembers ai the family wvere able ta belpi the
paterfamilias. and in ahis manner ane famify could get through wsith
an cxceedingly large amnunt oi worlc every weck and lay away snug
little sums for a rainy day This bappv epach ina the button-malîers'
lie bas passed. for tbe demancl will not supply s0 many wilh siorl

Truc. wben tbe dealers recognized tbe bard fact that America
%vould nover again ho the markcet it used ta bo. tbey cast about for new
outlets. witb the resuit tbat fair sired sbipments go pretay rogularly ta
the Est This market. it ic boped. will, when worketc vigarausly and
systemxatically. bear appreciable fruits, but, naturally. merchants do
nat expect ta iind in the Orient a second Ameriea

A conîparison ai the prevailing prices for différent grades ai rjw
perl mith thoseofa years gone by olicits the information that tarif!
and competition alone are flot wbolly to blanc for the present slug
gishness ai trade. the Austrians bave bai ta contend, ta a great
extent. against bigb prices. Witbin the lasi oigbt or ton znanths. and
et-en carlier, the cost of rais material bas advanced almosi ;o per
enitaîn. and in addition thereta difflculty is iound ta obtain aboils in

sufficient quantitie-s awing ta tho fact that boîter ternis ame offered ta
producers by America

In Vienna, the sbcll% useci mostly in ine manufacture af one-piece
collar buttons are ai R<ed Sea and '.%cditemrnca-n growth. wbich casi.
per pounîl. un the neighborbood ai 35 cents The produet ai these
shell are the so.called hanui-made buttons. wbich are stiîl exporied un


