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buisiness of the congress, after a (lebate, iii sonie respects ofteiî
aiîniited, the following eiglit resolittions we*e passcd

I.-That it is the opinion of this congress flint it is desirabie tio adopt
a sinîgle Primie Meridian for ail nations, iii place of the iîlltiplieily of
initial Meridians which now cxist. -[ U»a ioiidly atdoptedl.]

Il.-That tho conference proposes to the governuiients hcre repre-
sented the adoption of thu ý'lericIiaii passiîîg throngh the centre of the
transit instrument at the Observatoî'y at Greenwiclh, as the 1Initial
Mer-idianl for Loiigitudle.-[.tlyes, 22 fors, 1 ; abdIaining,2.

III.-Tijat fromn this Meridian Longitiffe shall ho countcd ini twoj
directions tip to lS(>degrees, East Lonigitud(e heinig pluts md et on
tude iiit.-[Ayes, 14 ; iioes, 53; abseainiinu 1.] C

IV.-That the Conference proposes the adoption of a Iluiversal day for
ail purp@cs for %vhichi it niay be fomînd conveniient, and %vliieli shial ilot
interfere with the use of local or other Standard Iiiune wliere desind>bl.

V. -Tat this Universal day is to be a mean Solar day ; is to hegiii
for ail the wvorld at tlie moment of iniean inidiiight of the initial îîîeri-
dian, coinciding -withl the begiiinîng of the civil day anîd date of tliat
Meridian, and is to bec counted fromn zero up to tweiity-fouir hors.-
[Ayex, 153; noes, -0; abstainhîg, If.]

VI.-That the Coîîference expresses the hope tlîat as soon as lnay
be practicable the astronomnical. and iiautical days will bear:ge
everywhere to hoegin at îneaiî xidight.-Carried wvithotit division.

VII.-That the Conference expresses tlue hiope thiat the technical
stuidios designeil to regîîlate and extend the application of the decilnal
systemn to the division of Angular Space and of limie shall be resunied
so as to permit the cxtenision 0of this application to ail cases ini -%viàch
it presents real advantages. -A yes, 21 ; abstainintj .

VIII.-Tliat a copy of the Resolutions passed by thîis Conference
shall be comînuiiicated ta the Ç4overiinient of the United States of
America, at wlucse instance and( withiin wvhose territory the Conferenîe
has been coiivened.-[Adolpted iiiianiiotily.]

The first Resohtition was mianifestly purely formai. It merely
stated the end for whicli the Congress 'vas called togretifer, soie-
what more fully thali had been done, in the invitation. The last
resol ution is also, of the ;,are character, a formiai conclusion of the
mnattors under consideratiori, as tlue resuits looked for wvilI lead to
further diplomatie proceeding -%vith regard to the resolutions adopted.

WVe beg leave to, enter hiere into some further discussion 'vith
regard to the other six resolutions.

Dtiring the discuission on the choico of' the First Meridian the
French (lelegates madie the proposition that in place of passing
tlurough a s 1)ecihied observatory, the choice should, if possible, be
11iade of an entirely neutral Meridian. Plausible as this proposi-
tion appears at the first glance to set aside, ail national jealousies, so
the v'ery definition of what was meaut by an absolute neutral
Meridian, at once hit upon serions difficulties. Moreover the
proposition %xppeared even in a more unfavourable light upon éloser


