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riere, in l3elgium, at La Fontencttes iii France, and more
recenily, on the Manchester canal, in EnglandI. Thcy lock
huats of tons wvitb one.fortieth the amounit of water neces-
sary to use in the type of lockc now used i ibis; state.

It mîust be born in mind that Canada bias not realized
the advaninges of h.-r great cxpcnditure, becausc lier can-
ai systeni is niot conipîcte. The strengtti of a cliain is trie
strengthi of its wveakcst link ; hIe capacity of a navigation
stytem, is nieasured at its point of Ieast capacity. The
wcak link iii the Canadian water routt is the Beauiharnois
canal, wvitli only niinc feet of water.

But ibis %vent link ivill soon be reî,lnced by a strong one,

namlely, tbe Soulanges canal, with 14 feet Of wa.ter over
tie lock silis, and 17 feet in the stretches. Th71is canal Wil]
bc inislied within three years, and ten tie Canadian 14-
foot systcm wvill bc i full working order froni Lakie Su-
perior te Mfontreal. There wiIl bc no weak, links in tie
Chain then, and we will feel it pincbi.

Noz are these energ-etic northern neiglibors satisfîed
w'iîh wlhat thiey have donc andl arc doing. Thcy are con-
sidcring a canal and navigation froni Montreal t0 CJcorgian
Bay, via the Ottawa and Mlattavva ri% ers, 1 :tize Nipissing,
and the French river. This ks the shorte .t possible route
from the sca.bc-.ird int lakes Michîllgan and Supcrior, and
it is entircly wvithin Canadian territory, and removed froni
our inierference.

l3oUi commercial aiîd îîîilitary reasons are urged in its
helialf as an interior and short line. It is OfflY I,o7 mîiles
froîn Montrentl to Duluth, as zqgainst 1,35~4 Miles bv tlle
St. L.awrence route, being 317 miles shorter. It is .oo
miles and 48o Imiles shorter from Duluth tc0 iidewvater Ilian
the Neîv Vork state rouies, and it is 65o and 730 Miles
s',orter from Duluth to Liverpool than the New Vork
routes.

The Canadianis are also considcring éUtc introduction of
ver>' high, quîck-acting lifts in thecir caial. They have
chanrtercd a compa'iy wvlicli proposes to makze the descent
froin Lake E rie to Lake Ontario with two lifts, ecch i(»o
feet, in lieu of the 2, locks iiow iii use, and to descend
the total différence iii altitude lîetwveen Lake 1'rie a:nd
Montrentl harbor wvith oîîlv si-, lifis, iii lieu of tie jý; now
n use.

Thus will bc effected a saviniiin tnie beîlveen Laîke
Erie and 'Montreal of at least 20 liturs, wvbicli, transilaîced
into cents, nicanis a saving, of 20 cents per ion, or over
baif a cent a bushel on Canadian commerce, and a liandi-
cap Of thant amounit on our commerce.

li is also the avoîved intention of the Caniadian Govern-
ment to makze the St. Lawvrence river and canais free, thus
reducing tie cost of freiglit t0 'Montrenti 1 cents pcr ton,

or,,- milîs per bushiel. The strug le for supremancv in

the carrving trade within tbis continent %vill begin iii earii-
est when Canada orens the Soulanges canal.

We ]lave lost the ocean carryincg trade. W~e once car-
ried a large trade for other nations and tic builk of our
owvn cxports and imports in our own vessels. But our
.hipping lias dwindlcd boili actu.'lly and relativcly, coin-
pared to that of otller nations, unitil wve now dcpcnd al-
niost entirely on foreign ships.

Since x8S8 Uic proportion of our foraign trade carried in
our owvn vessais bias dwindled froni 73 7-10 pcer cent. to

12 3-10 per cent., or fivc-sixths. Shahl we wait supincly
and lose our lake and coast slîippi:ig also ?

The city and tic state of Nevv York have a greater in-
teresi at stake thian any othier city or sîti in Ilie union.
The United Stites custonis district of .\'cw York col-
lected during tic fiscal year endiîîgjune Io, 1893, ncle(Y
70 per cent- O otUe total duty collcîed on imporced nier-
chîa:dise of the Unîited States, anid lîec also %vas shippcd
over 40 fier cent. of our total exports for the sanie year.

New York haS 28 1-10 per cent. of the total tonniage, 38
per cent. of thîe Atlantic and Gulf coast tonnage, 23 pet,
cent. of tlîc lakC tonnlage, 27 7-10 per cent. of tlle
total steani tonnage, 4658 Per cent, o1 the steani ton-
nage on the Atlantic anîd Gulf coast, and 19 1-3 par
cent. of Uie steamn tonnage on dIe lakes. Nev York
lias 1 1-6 limes as mucli tonlage as ïMicligaa, miore ton-
nage thian floats on the great lakes, and almost as niuch

as ny otlier four sutes.
Thiis ascendancy iii sliipping iz due to the great advaiît-

ages of the port of New York, and thi ý good and clieap rail
an anal tu ansportation bctween Nev - 'ork and the great

lakes. It is thireaterncd by file inîprov'cnîcnts 110w beiîîg
conipleted hv the Canadians, whlos port of 'Montreal ~il
i 1897, hiave 30 fecet of water, be fully protectcd fromn the

ice slioves, cati tc eqnlippedl with the nmost nî3dcern facilities
for liaîidling freigtis, and wvill bave deep ivater conimulni-
cation %vith Duluthi and Chiicago, and an advantnne ini
frudglits over Newv York of Si.32 a to:1, or 33 et
huslet.

lînthe Caîiadian canils are made free, \Iotitre«al's
advauîtag ilh S 2atn or 3 8-1 o cents a bushiel,

and wvIieî al] the iniprovenients now prcojected are coin-
pleted, SI.61 a- loi', Or 4 1-.-, cents a busliel.

The cost of iaîîding graini iii New Verk larbor s15 1 2
cent-, a busliel ;freifglits and insurance 10 l.Ondon arfe 3 1-4
cents a hushiel ;a totaîl Of 4 1-4 cents a1 bu'siel.

'ýOu sec tuit ii Ille tIle near future it wvill cost lcss than
lîalf a celnî,nr 110 more, takziîîg iîîto accoint the siikie
ito send a busliel of grain to London Via1 Montrent Iian 10
scid it to XvVork, Via Butff.lk'. In -viev (if ihiese facts,
liovv caln New Vork hople to keep lier ascendanry ini forcign
trade anîd shîippinge New Vork caîînot lzecple lc
ivithoni. ani effort. 1plepac

In order to ilcet the requirenîcuits Of .Xnîerican conl-
iierce, we mu>t have tic best possible internai connuctioîîs
aud the chîeapest possible freiglit rates betr eeu Uicgreat
lak'es alnd New York ciîy,. auJ 10t gel such freigî rates we
nmissi lave adequate w~aerways betwecîî tle Hutdson and
Uie grent lakes.

.\r. O'Brien concluded by recousîting the otiier great
canlal hui "Ing d 'Waterivay eniterprises Slow on foot and
coiipleteci iii various parts aof the îvorld, and declares Iliat
New V'ork is apatlietic in Ibis niatter. WVithout intending
II, lic lias furuîishîed ouie of the rnost icoîl iiicint, vindica-
lions thnt cou]] he given of he Cauiadian Goýverîînîcnt's
canal policy, anid the effect the 1.4 -fooî Channîel i! going
to have on the freighît rates ta the 1B.uropeans niarlkets on
'tir farniers' products.

Zj%,Dll. 1 IJPORZ' DUT2Y.

ý't7ien the Manichecster, Eîîg., Textile Mcrcury learncd
that the Indian Governiment. lîad detcrmisîed to impose a1


