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,dIf Iforget tI&ee, 0 Jérusalem, tet my rigêt Izand forg#2 laer cunning."-Psalm 137, 4-5.

110W TO READ THE META-
PHORS OU' JESUS.

BY TUE REY. J1. RAIVRON LUM!BT, B.D., FELLOW 0F
ST. CATI(ARIN4E's C )LI'EOE, CÂMBRIOCi;E.

I.-EATING AND DRINKING RIS BODY
AND BLOOJ>.

That langîage first employed of the
natural support of the body should erne
to be used of the sustenance of the se;ul
is nothîng that ean surprise us. Sucli a
metaphorical usage of wordi; is what we
are always driven to when we describe
spiritual operations. Ilence much ofthe
langrua&e of' the Bible, when speaking of
God Himnself is of necessity anthropom-
orphic. 0f the infinite and spiritual,
finite hurnanity cani only lisp out its own
inade-quate diction. But there is mnch
to be observed in the support of our bod-
ies by food whielh reîèers the expression,
that relate thereto more than '>rdinarily
appropriate for the conveyance of solemnn
tessons on spirituial inysteriesý. (1) We
ake food, de;îd m.LLcr, into Our boJies,

and, by ii £ui'<I-. ,subt!c c.e.ni.s;try, i,
coflv4Cl'LQd flot 1).ly- iid a supporL t ofouI
Liies, but IwNv~asiiltd~it1i ('ur
fMt<rqs, aîrId :.i!*tvs-Zý- 11iC.tt is (.Itg i Ito

8livi-ng jols : ''t 11'wt1in () îtvn

an~ r~,knin. JU-rc, wce cou
Luiat (ALî~' z a *sk ot rteis
pu.-V ci., and %ovdi wchi .qp ak of sc.1 .a1

incouipreherisible proces suggest them-
selves as the fittest exponents of deee
mysteries stili. (2> God2 ahio ch=
food, and due control in respect thereof,
as the meanà of' trial for our first parents.
The one tree left untoucbed was to be
the out wvard and visible sign of tlieir
soul's obedience, their sacrament of faith
and love. And under the new covenant,
our Lord bas appointed that it shal be
throttgh means of the reception of food
that the souls of the faitbful shall be
muade partakers uf Hlis blessed body and
blood. Ilence it need cause us no wgn-
der that irnagery drawn from eatin& and
drinking is frequently émployed in the
Bible where the writers are spenking
solely of the seul and ils sustenance.

(3) There is yet another reason wby
such transferencc of language should be
found often in Holy Writ. God's reve-
lation of Himýýelf in the hearts of men is
there spt before us as a matter of qensa-
Lion rather than of speculation. To
know of God Ls neyer copfined to mere
kno . ldge : iL penetr*ates deep into the
feeliiigs, and becornes a powEr within us.
Ai ilIUSt ever be edoscly followed by
proofs of its vitality, show n by the werk-
iiig out of our knowledige, or rallier tIhe
i;terwveavirigc tirereof into the texture of
our lives. No language, therefore,
whiclh -pk uvrely of' cbjective co:mpre-
lieîîi'on would sufrfi-c to set forth the way


