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controverted at all. If a Church occupy her- noto trouble the Parent Charch, and if we cull
self settliig lier ancient boutdaries, she may in qitestion the Formulas thut ire have sub.
yet proceed to unnettle them. Botter leavc îcribed, and promised to adcocole os well as
theni as they were. Tlse demarkations ti> adto ere Io. lut I an no alarmist though
have been fixed fur centuries, and there is no 1 thus wvrite, but desire to' divert attention
good reason why they shiould be disturbed front those questions that now vainly igitate
now. Truths stablisled for ages have a pre- the Mother Ulirch, tu nattors that edify and
sumption in their favor wlici modern mo- mako for pence. And take for granted,
vation mny not ligltly disturb. It was not ailer what was written iast year, not on the
without reason or upon hasty grounds that part of clergymen only, but of hymen and
an Asscmbly of able and devout mon fixed head of failies, that no une wili trouble ai
these Stanldards, t.nd for one or two indivi- with any discussion as to te relative mntR
duals, and upon mcre points of human soi- af harmonium, inelodeon, or orgnil, for ie
ence, to question themt, is ridiculous. They j ant neitîer in the ivorslip of God ; and,
contain the talent and piety of as grave and aftor ail that las passed, ho is nu friend to
large a body of Divines a.à ever sat and peace or order wlio revives the discussion.
prayed and deliberated ; and, until their un- Let iL geL iLs quietus for over, ant Uicad
scripturality shall be demonstrated, ve will bury their dead; iut %ve havo moreiinport-
not admit of their beiig called in question. tnt work tu do-and what is tiat Have
As well question the British Constitution or wu forgotten ur mission as a brai of
the oath of supremacy, as the Westminster Christ's ChurchP Is it to change forms ani
Confession. lt is Scripture embodiment, the raies estabiied and long in wot-tû alter
truth of God delineated, and no doubtful modes of thought and practices not unSound
imatter of opinion or of a past age, and there- or unsanctioned, and introduce novelties that
fore by mo crn thinkers not to be called in iii cisturb cevotion and drive off the wor-
question; but, like the Word of Truth fron shipper P it to prefer the 8Cisuous to the
which it is taken, of every age and for every spiritual, nnd to absorb adèntion with the
une's acceptation; and such as have accepted ritual, rather than excite tu devotional feel-
it as their Confession, are precluded from ings and to praiseP Vain task! But sup.
challenging it. posing that, at the risk of disrupting our

Secondly. Any innovations attempted young Churcl, we wore even partially sue-
thereon, or weakening of its bonds, must cessful (which, vith the element3 we posseas,
prove injurious to the Church's unity, pence, we eau nover bo), ivhnt benofit? Are oui
and progress. For it b-eaks the covenant people botter? or more spiritual worshippers,
and dissolves the test of orthodoxy-and how or cevout?
great must be the evils that result. Instead But we bave a mission, nnd lot us not for.
of mniembers growing in knowledge and grace, get it-to -tench every man, and wara overy
they must decline in both, for as food nour- man, that we mny present every man perfect
ishes the body, so " sound words" the mind, in Christ Jesus," and te build up our people
and truth promotes holiness; and the Church in such habits as will be for the good of the
having no visible bond of agreement, suspi- body to which they beiong-Suciî as eoîi
cion and distrust will take the place of confi- stancy in attondance upon ordinances, gene-
d.ence and love. And thon how cati such a rosity in contribnting to benevolent sehenes
Church fulfil her duty as a wittiess and pillar (in whicl many of us are yet far behind),
çf the truth, when she no longer professes brothemly affection to the members of Christ,
aught by which lier testimony cau be known? to whatever party or opinion they belong (an
and what a fall vould that be for the elder apostolie grace), ani zeal for the cause of
sister of the Reformation! missions (yet in iLs infaney with us). And

For us in these Colonies to weaken attach- oh! shah we, with tiese weightier matters
ment to the scriptural and venerable stand- dernanding our came, for a moment trouble
ards, is suicidai to our very existence as a ourselves or our peuple with the souding
Churci, for our people will not stand it, for brass or tinkhing cymbai? If we do, wonder
one thing, nor will our ministers vho have not that, sowing vnnity, we reap vexation,
fought her battles and labored to maintain and that with the inner of souls at last we
lier on her proper basis, for another. This shail have nu reward. Menwhile, lot me
is no chimera or matter of doubtful disputa- reconmend tu the rendors of the Record Dr.
tion, but a point un which our very existence Muir's sermon ou "holding fast the form cf
is staked. We can stand as a body only so souud woids," a discourse published by de-
long as we stand upon dur known and ac- sire, suitabie te the times, simple and in-
knowledged principles. We see the other structive. WiLh such Fathers as Dr. Muix
Presbyterian body moving along in admira- the Chnreh cf Scotland is in nu danger. He
ble wisdom, order, and efficiency; why hb- has dune good service i stemming Sabath
cause she maintains unflinchingly her stand- desecmation ia Edinburgh, and, though ad-
ards, and walks by her rules. • We would vanced in yenrs, yet speaks, te the admoni-
soon be a body broken and dispersed to the tion cf theyoung and the comfort of the oid.
wit-ds of heaven, if we were to do differently Lot sueh be houored for consistence, attach-
-if w- attempi an!, of those innovations thaf ment te trut, and spirituality of mind; ani


