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bè 11separate from the sale agreement." 1 do flot des' re
ta I>e ied sde frona the theine into a discusuion. of the
wladom or Justice of this legislation. That is a tapie which
might be fruitfully disctjssed by itself. Under thI.s state
of the Iaw, at least one cae arose where the agreemnent
to pay commission was in the hand-writing of the de-
fendant or his agent and incorporated in the acceptance of
the offer ta purchase and signed by the defendant, and out
of the mouth of the defendant were proved (1) his signa-
ture (2) his knowledge of the contents (3) that the plain-
tiff had been instructed by him to seli the defendant's pro-
perty (4) that the defendant knew the pla.intiff to be carry-
ing on the business of a real estate agent, and (5) that the
plaintiff had been the effective means of selllng the de-
fendants farmn on the terms accepted by the plaintiff. Yet
the Appellate Court dismissed* the plaintiff's dlaim, with
costu.

In other words, while "he who cornes into equity must
coame with dlean hands," if it is law, he may, in the alterna-
tive, keep his bands ini his pockets. Re need not show bis
hands, but, without affirming or denying, may leave the
plaintiff, with the just cause, to play a lone and losing hanud.

In the lirst volume of Blackstone's inimitable "Com-
mentaries" hg says:

'"The rx.ost universal and effectuai way of discovering the
true mea. 'ng of a law, when the words are dublous. is by
con sidering the reason and spirit of it; or the cause which
nioved the legisiator to enact it. For when this reason
ceased, the law itseif ought likewise to cease with it. An
instance of this is given in a case put by Cicero, or who-
ever was the author of the treatise inscribed to Herenius.
There was a law, that those who in a storm forsook the
ship should forfeit ail property theicin; and that the ship
and lading should belong to those who staid in it. In a
dangerous tempest ail the marinera forsook the ship, except
only one sick passbnger, who hy reason of bis disease was
unable to get out and escape. By chance the ship campo
safe to port. The sick man kept possession, and claiined
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