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should be marred and encurnbered by thcm p'etty liens when
the owmer lias been absolutely innocent of any defauitl

Siuct, writing the above the writer, in delving in the records
of our law journals, has disteovered the following evidence that
this Act has, on more than one occasion, similarly affeeted the
sensibîlities of cur profession in years gone by,

In the C,&NAD, L.Àw JouaNALi of 1876 (12 C.L.J.) at p. 300
we find the following expression of opinion: "~At leat one
clause cf the âleelanies' Lien Act (that most a.bsurd and hurtful
of ail ilogical legisiatien) wears a nicat thrcatening aspect, per-
tending the necessity of nxany a pitched battie on every wvord

of it ere it bc fully subdued to the ulqes cf the much enduring
publie."'

And ini the edition of 1877 (13 C.L.J., p. 8) the foilowing
well meriteil compliment is pa-id 1o, the Act: "'The manifest

ijtieto whieh our present mode cf tinkering statutes sonie,
times leais is weLD illustrated by the case cf Walkcr v. WaUion.
(13 C.L.J. 8, 24 Grant 209, 1 A.R. 579). In that case the

Aplaintiff aequired a lien utider the Mehne'Lien Act of 187t.,
and duly registered his lien as required hy tiiat Act. The
plaintiff, howevcr, had given the defendant credit which did
not expire until after thc passing cf the 'Mechanies' Lien Act
o f 1874; lie conseiuently had not eomneed a suit before that
Act came into operation.

"Under the Act of 1878, section 4. it would have been suf-
.7ficient te keep the plaintiff's dlaimi alive if ht, had conimented hie

suit and registced a Iù pendena within 90 days alter the period
cf cred;4 expired. The 14th seo0on cf thc Act cf 1874, how-
ever, provides 'that evei'y len shall absolutel-, euse to exist
after the expiration cf thlir %y if ter t;he work shall have bee
completed .. unleu in the nieatime proceedings shalh have
been instituted te realize the dlaim under the pirovisions cf this
Act, and a ertiPcate thiereof is duly registered, &e.' And the
2Oth section eornes in with the usual, aithougli urinecesa.ry
declan, tion that ail Acts in<consistent with the provisions of ths
Act are hereby repealed.


