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and aggression the peoples of the Old
World have an uneasy distrust oÎ each
other, and, wbat is more to the point,
it best suits the purposes and ambitions
of the rulers ta faster this distrust, and
maintain large armies in order to keep
peace at home, to increase their empires,
and to retain somne of their possessions
which have been obtained by conquest
from other nations or hy partition of
their territories. France %would like ta
Tecover Alsace-Lorraine Germany
will keep it at any cost. When dis-
content gathers in Russia it will be
diverted by war, and rumors of war,
mId the people will forget their
grievances ini their devotion ta the
mission of Holy Russia. She looks
with co.;etous eyes an Constantinople
and the wvealth of India. and England
must stand ready ta defend her awn.
Austria with her scanty coast line seeks
ta add ta li r Danubian doniains and
make a clear Nvay ta the Buxine. When
the division cames, Italy wants to be
in a position ta demand a share, and Sa
indulges in a littie prelinainary practice
on the Africati barbarians. In ail this
snarling and teeth-showing, in ail this
preparation for hunian misery, pain and
death, what part have the United
States? The whole principle and aim,
of our nation*s existence is as different:
(rom that of the great Buropean powers
as is our systein of Government unlike
theirs. With us it is the peace and
happiness of the people ; there it is the
security of the institution, the govern-
ing class. We believe in cquality
before the law, and that each man bas
an inalienable right ta life, liberty and
the pursuit of bappiness. To secure
these rigbts aur government was
avowedly instituted. Over the Atlantic
a different spirit animates their acts.
Ancient class privelege must be pro-
tected, stolen possessions must be
guaTded or recovered, and bounda~ries
must be kept inviolate or extended.
Under which governrnent the inhabi-
tants of a disputed territory desire ta live
is of no consequence whatever, except
as it offers apportunities for secret

intrigue. Against this -ie have a
country wvhose boundaries are defined
and respected, a people who are
devoted and layaI, flot through force,
but from conviction. Our relations
with fareign powvers are peaceful
because we do not envy themn nor do
we present either a check or a tempta-
tian to their ambitions. Our infre-
quent differences svitli theni are settled
amnicably flot because they fear assault
from a mighty armny and navy, for we
have nane, but partially for the reasan
that they fear each other so much that
there would be nothing ta gain and
much ta lose by attacking us, and also
because there is no implied threat in
aur deniands, but simply a reliance in
their equity, which suggesti an equal
confidence that the ocher side also will
deal fairly. The ambitions and hatreds
that lead ta war there are ivanting ta
us here The tendencies ta peace and4
good will are more firmly raoted here
than they are there. What need then
have we (or increased, preparatian for
war? But the gentlemen of the ather
side rnay claim that differences could
arise. Suppose they do, will the
arbitrament of the sword offer the best
solution of the difflculty? Will ft affer
any solution ? Wars are generally fol-
lowed by a treaty in which the dif-
ferences are arranged. If it were flot
for its horror how comical it would
appear for a civilized nation ta spend
years and treasure in making engines
of hellish ingenuity for purposes of dis-
tructian ta life and praperty in an
emergency entirely unforseen and im-
probable. Then when the appartunity
offers, men who, in private life, were
gentie and kind hearted, turn theniselves
inta such emissaries of the devil as bis
imps might envy, and send death in its
mast hideaus forms. fire, rapine, dese-
cration of ail bumnan sympathies,
and desolation of homes, inta wbat
might, but for theni, be a peaceful and
happy land. Then after a space of
time an armistice is declared, destruc-
tion ceases, and certain of the great
men of the respective nations meet and
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